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West Brom 
talks over 
town base 
continuing 

NEGOTIATIONS are ongo¬ 
ing to keep The West Brom 
building society from leav¬ 
ing the town that has been 
its home for the last 160 
years after a hitch in its 
plans to a move to a new 
development. 

The society has been 
drawing up plans for the 
move to a 70,000sq ft new 
home at the £75 million 
Providence Place site, off the 
island off All Saints Way. 

The move would allow it 
to leave its West Bromwich 
High Street base. 

Society bosses however 
revealed that Sandwell Coun¬ 
cil had imposed “a dramatic 
increase in price” on the deal. 
The society is now looking at 
possible alternative sites out¬ 
side the town. A spokesman 
for the company said negotia¬ 
tions were ongoing. 

Chief executive Jonathan 
Westhoff has said it was 
originally hoped the deal 
would be sealed by now, but 
said there is now little 
chance of an agreement 
before the New Year. 

He said any new home for 
the West Brom would be in 
the Black Country. He ruled 
out offices in the centre of 
Birmingham because of the 
impact of the extra travel 
time on the society’s 500- 
strong headquarters staff. 

Sandwell Council said it 
will do everything it could to 
keep the society in the town. 

Poll is to find 
voice of youth 

YOUNG people in Sandwell 
are invited to stand for 
youth elections. Anyone who 
lives in Sandwell aged 11 to 
17, or up to 23 if they have a 
disability, can stand to 
become the voice of borough 
young people at a local, 
regional and national level. 

Elections to the Sandwell 
Shadow Youth Cabinet and 
UK Youth Parliament will 
take place from February 20 
to 23. 

Anyone who wants to 
stand should pick up a form 
from schools or youth cen¬ 
tres. Alternatively the form 
can be downloaded from 
www.justyouth.org.uk 


MATCH BANS FOR 
THUGS AT ALBION 


MORE than 40 West Bromwich Albion 
fans are now banned from going to 
matches throughout Europe. New fig¬ 
ures reveal that they are among hun¬ 
dreds of football thugs in the West 
Midlands who are facing the sanction. 


The 41 Albion fans, how¬ 
ever, are fourth on the 
regional list of shame. 

Birmingham City fans 
have the worst record with 
82 banning orders in place - 
Villa have a total of 61, with 
Wolves having 55 and Wal¬ 
sall 19. 

Among those given 
extended banning orders 
this year were eight Albion 
football thugs who clashed 
with rival Wolves supporters 
at the Tame Bridge pub in 
Great Bridge. 

Glasses, stools and beer 
barrels were used as “mis¬ 
siles” when the two groups 
of football fans brawled fol¬ 
lowing a game on February 
20 . 

Seven of the men were 
jailed but all eight were 
given banning orders by a 
judge at Wolverhampton 
Crown Court earlier this 
month. 

Police in the region have 
successfully prosecuted 300 
hooligans who have caused 
trouble before, during and 
after games. 

Football intelligence offi¬ 
cers used covert cameras to 
record the behaviour of fans 
at games and make a case 
against them. 

Insp Howard Lewis- 
Jones, of West Midlands 
Police’s football disorder 
unit, said: “Banning orders 
are a real success because 
they work by stopping fans 
from doing what they enjoy 
the most, which is going to 
football matches.” 

Nationally, a total of 3,089 
English and Welsh fans were 
arrested at international 
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and domestic games in 
2010/11, down 302 from the 
previous season - the lowest 
level since records began in 
1984/5. 

There were no arrests at 
70 per cent of games and 92 
er cent of those whose foot- 
all banning orders have 
expired since 2000 were 
assessed by police as no 
longer posing a risk. 

The number of football 
banning orders in place in 
November also fell, down to 
3,173 from 3,248 last year. 
These included 105 against 
Chelsea fans - 10 per cent of 
all the banning orders in the 
Premier League - 101 

against Manchester United 
fans and 98 against Newcas¬ 
tle United fans. 

Attitude 

The Home Office said 
football banning orders con¬ 
tinued to have "a positive 
effect" a decade after their 
introduction. 

A spokesman said the suc¬ 
cess was also due to the 
“great strides” police had 
made in working with the 
football community and a 
change in attitude by fans 
themselves. 

Crime Prevention Minis¬ 
ter Lord Henley said: “Foot¬ 
ball policing is a real British 
success story. Where hooli¬ 
ganism was once described 
as ‘the English disease’, we 
now set an example for oth¬ 
ers to follow.” 


Sweet treat for delighted youngsters 



YOUNGSTERS at Birming¬ 
ham Children’s Hospital 
had a sweet treat over the 
festive season - after being 
presented with a replica of 
the Selfridges building at 
the Bullring made entirely 
of Christmas cake. 

The exclusive cake has 
been designed and produced 
by Fiona Cairns Ltd, who hit 
the headlines earlier this 
year when they produced 
the eight-tiered wedding 
cake for Prince William and 
Kate Middleton. 

The Selfridges cake, 
which stands just under a 
foot high is made from the 
company’s signature dark, 
rich fruit cake, finished with 
exquisite icing detail. 

The masterpiece has been 
produced as part of the Visit 
Birmingham ‘Sparkling at 
Christmas’ campaign, which 
promotes Birmingham, Soli¬ 
hull and the Black Country 
as the ultimate Christmas 
and the New Year destina¬ 
tion and will be gifted to the 
patients of Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital. 

It took the team a day to 
create the iconic 600 silver 
discs, while seven 10-inch 
square cake tins were used 
along with 5kg of sugar 
paste, 10kg of fruit, 3kg of 
nuts and three quarters of a 
litre of brandy. 

Dee Sarai, general man¬ 
ager at Selfridges, said: “We 
are thrilled to be partnering 
with Visit Birmingham on 
this feel-good campaign. We 
hope the cake brings lots of 
smiles and Christmas cheer 
to all at Birmingham Chil¬ 
dren’s Hospital, and we 
expect to see a lot of satisfied 
customers eating the deli¬ 
cious cake.” 


Dealership 
to expand 
in new £lm 
expansion 

A MAJOR West Bromwich 
lorry dealership’s £1 million 
expansion is under way, 
with the promise of dozens 
of new jobs. 

Keltruck, on Kenrick 
Way, is adding three floors 
to its offices as well as a 
striking tower. 

The move will create eight 
office roles and nine jobs for 
mechanics, drivers and in 
the firm’s stores initially, 
boosting staffing levels to 
137. 

The tower for the develop¬ 
ment will be visible from 
Junction 1 of the M5. 

As part of the revamp, a 
director’s suite will be added 
on the second floor of the 
development, with confer¬ 
ence facilities fit to host 
national and international 
business. 

Depot 

That move will also create 
two more part-time roles. 

The overhaul will swallow 
up the former Co-op Dairy 
site next door and swell Kel- 
truck’s depot from seven to 
10 acres. 

Matthew Allen Architec¬ 
tural Ltd had plans 
approved by Sandwell Coun¬ 
cil earlier this year. 

Documents supporting 
the application said the fin¬ 
ished structure would 
“bring more prestige to West 
Bromwich”, and provide 
short-term opportunities for 
construction workers. 

The development is due to 
open by March next year. 

Help appeal 
for libraries 

LIBRARIES in Sandwell 
have benefited from 
upgrades from a £1.4 million 
Big Lottery funded scheme. 

Bleakhouse Library and 
Smethwick Library have 
cash spent turning them into 
thriving community hubs. 

Now Bleakhouse Library 
in Bleakhouse Road has cre¬ 
ated a reading garden incor¬ 
porating a conservation area 
and staff are looking for vol¬ 
unteer groups or individuals 
to look after the upkeep of 
the garden. Call 0121 422 
2798 to volunteer. 


Tipton Home Care Limited 


Providing personal care and support to the people of Tipton and surrounding areas 

• Laundry and ironing • Night sits • Shopping • Medication • Bathing 

• Social support • Personal care • Day/evening care • Palliative care • Domestic 


TIPTON, WEDIUESBURY, 

WEST BROMWICH 

& DUDLEY 

0121 557 3649 (9am-5pm) 
07869 018517 (Mobile) 
0121 557 6080 (Fox) 

www.tiptonhomecare.co.uk 
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crimes in the 


Riots led 

A TOTAL of 490 crimes were re¬ 
ported in the West Midlands during 
the summer riots, an official inquiry 
into the violence has revealed. 

And latest figures show just over 
half of the rioters and looters who 
have come before the courts have 
been jailed, with the rest getting 
community sentences. 

A national panel was set up to 
find out why rioters took to the 
streets of West Bromwich, Wolver- 


to 490 

hampton and Birmingham as well 
as other parts of the country. 

An interim report by panel chair¬ 
man Darra Singh has now been pub¬ 
lished. It showed there were 46 
individual crimes in West Brom¬ 
wich, 81 in Wolverhampton on 
August 9, as well as 363 in Birming¬ 
ham over two days of violence. 

Crimes included theft, arson, 
criminal damage, violent disorder, 
robbery and burglary. 


So far 716 people have been arr¬ 
ested and 163 have been charged 
and dealt with by the courts in the 
region. 

Nationally, out of the 622 people 
who have been dealt with by the 
courts, just over half - 53 per cent - 
were jailed. One in 10 were acquit¬ 
ted or had their cases thrown out. 

Traders and residents watched 
scenes of looting, arson, violence 
and vandalism in the region, which 


region 

saw shops damaged and tens of 
thousands of pounds worth of stock 
stolen. 

More than 50 West Midlands 
Police officers are still involved with 
the riot investigation, while the cost 
of policing the region’s violence is 
due to hit £10 million. 

The police authority may also 
have to fork out up to £8m to reim¬ 
burse businesses that were affected 
when trouble flared. 


Warning on lost data 
as council faces fines 


SENSITIVE information is still being mishan¬ 
dled or lost at Sandwell Council despite two 
blunders which risk the authority facing fines 
of up to £1 million, it has recently emerged. 


Council chief executive 
Jan Britton issued a stark 
warning to workers that 
information is still being lost 
at the authority despite two 
earlier leaks which have 
been referred to the Infor¬ 
mation Commissioner’s 
Office. This could eventually 
cost the council £500,000 in 
enalties each. Staff have 
een told data protection is 
still a “red risk” within the 
borough council. 

Mr Britton said that lost 
information has “the poten¬ 
tial to ruin people’s lives in 
the wrong hands”. 

He added: “I know that we 
have tightened up our poli¬ 
cies and processes, and that 
we conduct thousands of 
data transactions every day 
without any problems, but I 
am still receiving reports of 
data being mishandled or 
lost. If you want to know 
how serious this is, have a 
look at the list of fines and 
penalties on the Information 
Commissioner’s website.” 

He told staff not to send 
personal information by fax, 
use recorded delivery letters, 
always use encrypted com¬ 
puter equipment and mem¬ 
ory sticks. And he warned 
people never to leave equip¬ 
ment and memory sticks 
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unattended in cars, trains or 
public places. 

A recent Freedom of 
Information Act request rev¬ 
ealed that staff leaked sensi¬ 
tive information seven times 
in February and March. 

The leaks include per¬ 
sonal data about children 
which should have been sent 
internally by fax to Sandwell 
Homes in February. 

The council breached the 
Data Protection Act 16 
times in the last three years 
a Freedom of Information 
Act request showed. 

Sandwell Council spent 
£101,644 for encryption 
technology on laptops to 
avoid such leaks in spring 
2009 and had a £26,403 
annual bill for software. 

The security software was 
bought after one worker lost 
a memory stick, without 
password protection, con¬ 
taining details of vulnerable 
children and their families. 

The worker had down¬ 
loaded the data in order to 
carry out work at home - in 
a breach of council policy - 
but lost the memory stick on 
the way home. The worker 
was suspended before 
returning to work. 


Hospital gift treat 

CHILDREN at Sandwell Hospital have been given a festive 
boost by the Stone Cross St George Association. 

The group was at the hospital’s children’s ward handing 
out gifts including books, games and cuddly animals. The 
group’s mascot, Georgie the Dragon, also attended. 

Presents were donated to the group by Hooty’s in Willen- 
hall plus Morrisons in West Bromwich and Wednesbury. Stone 
Cross St George Association chairman Mark Cowles said: “We 
wanted to give something back to the community and decided 
this would be a good way to cheer the children up. It’s very 
rewarding for us to go to the hospital over this period. It’s a 
difficult time for the youngsters when they are not at home.” 


Wood is prepared for winter 



Volunteers have helped to clear out ditches at Merrions Wood in Great Barr 


VOLUNTEERS rolled up their sleeves to 
help clean ditches at a nature reserve in 
Great Barr. They joined Walsall Council’s 
countryside rangers for the event last week, 
which aimed to prepare the woodland for the 
wet winter season. 

Autumn leaves were cleared from ditches 
in a bid to encourage water to flow freely, 
helping to avoid potential flooding risks. 


Morgan Bowers, Walsall Council’s senior 
countryside ranger, said: “It was a great day 
and everyone got stuck in with the aim of 
improving drainage in the area. 

“Clearing out ditches encourages water to 
keep running through the area and prevents 
flooding.” 

For more information on future volun¬ 
teering events call 01922 459813. 


Scheme 
to help in 
snow has 
been a hit 

A TOTAL of 2,500 people 
have signed up to become a 
Sandwell snow champion 
following the launch of the 
£23,000 council scheme to 
encourage neighbours to 
clear ice and snow from each 
other’s paths. 

Crews are delivering the 
kits which include a snow 
shovel, 3kg tub of salt and a 
blue high-visibility vest to 
people willing to use them to 
help in their community. 

More than 1,000 kits have 
been delivered to households 
in Sandwell. 

Sandwell Council leader 
Councillor Darren Cooper 
said he was thrilled by the 
response. “I launched the 
campaign a month ago, so to 
hear all of the kits have now 
been claimed, before we’ve 
even had any snow, is just 
brilliant,” he said. 

“Basically, we’ve given out 
free snow shovels and a 3kg 
tub of salt to people who will 
use them to help their com¬ 
munity, that might be clear¬ 
ing a path for an elderly 
neighbour or the pavement 
in front of your house.” 

Any school closures will 
be added to the council web¬ 
site at www.sandwell.gov.uk 
/schoolclosures. 

Work on new 
homes starts 

WORK will start on building 
new homes as part of a £20 
million development in West 
Bromwich next month. 

Contractors are due to 
move onto a three acre site 
off Overend Street to start 
work on the Eastern Gate¬ 
way scheme. The project will 
have 69 homes for sale and 
rent when it is finished in 
December 2012. A three-stor¬ 
ey office block with ground 
floor shops will be built in a 
second phase of construction. 

Councillor Ian Jones, 
Sandwell Council’s cabinet 
member for jobs and econ¬ 
omy, said: “This is a major 
milestone in the regenera¬ 
tion of West Bromwich.” 


Plan on trust 

MORE than 280 people had 
their say on future plans of 
a Smethwick woods. 

Bosses of Warley Woods 
Community Trust asked vis¬ 
itors and residents to fill in 
a survey on what they would 
like at the Lightwoods Hill 
woods. The responses will be 
used at the Trust’s planning 
day in February. The results 
will also be at www. war ley- 
woods.org.uk, next month. 


New Year Offer 

Riser Recliner Chairs 



Range of size and colours 
Various models in stock 
FREE delivery 

Minimum £100 off all Powered Products 
in our extensive showroom 


Motabilrty 


>1 CAPITOL MOBILITY 


Showroom at Bath Street, Bilston WVI 4 OST 1 
FREE Easy Parking....(next to Morrisons) 
01902 409929 
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OPEN THURSDAY 
5TH JANUARY 
WITH MANY NEW 
YEAR BARGAINS 


OPEN 5 DAYS. CLOSED WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY 


Visit our showroom at: 

Forge Lane, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, B64 5AL 

(Opposite Cradley Bus and Train Station) 

Telephone: 01384 345400 



There is one small job that you 
have been meaning to do for years 

Make Your Will 

Only £70.00 plus VATfl 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £75.00 plus V/ 

A home visit at a convenient time 

For information and appointment mil 



0845 678 7010 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardianship Trusts 

Members of the Societv 
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Clash has 
hit trade, 
pub boss 

A BLACK Country pub boss 
has said business has been 
“hurt” by a melee which 
took place between West 
Bromwich Albion and 
Wolverhampton Wanderers 
fans, who were in clashes 
outside his business. 

David Parsons, who owns 
The Tame Bridge pub in 
Great Bridge, said the clash 
was one of three occasions 
police were called to the ven¬ 
ue in all his 10 years at the 
helm. 

He said: “Since the sen¬ 
tences for the fans hap¬ 
pened, we’ve had a couple of 
families missing. It’s a badge 
of honour we don’t want. 

“We’re a solid, family pub. 
We don’t do anything flash, 
we do Christmas parties, but 
we don’t have a pool table. 

“The fight was over in less 
than two minutes and the 
police did a fantastic job.” 

Mr Parsons said its seven 
staff had helped maintain 
the “family” feel of the busi¬ 
ness. Seven men were jailed 
last week for 14 months 
each for affray at Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court. 

Recycling is 
encouraged 

RESIDENTS in Sandwell 
are being reminded that 
they can recycle using their 
blue lidded recycling collec¬ 
tion this Christmas. 

Householders should sep¬ 
arate cardboard and card 
packaging from any gifts and 
to give a new lease of life to 
any unwanted biscuit tins. 

Although cards can be 
recycled, wrapping paper 
can not be saved because it 
often contains material that 
cannot be recycled. 

Any electrical goods can 
be taken to household recy¬ 
cling centres. 

Residents can also use 
their garden waste bin to 
recycle real Christmas trees. 

The borough’s safety boss, 
Councillor Derek Rowley, 
also said residents who had 
the new food waste recycling 
facilities were being encour¬ 
age to use them. 

Find out more log on to 
the website at www.sa 
ndwell.gov.uk/binday 


Litter pick plan 

A NEW year litter pick will 
be held at Merrions Wood 
Local Nature Reserve in 
Great Barr. 

Volunteers can meet at 
the Skip Lane entrance at 
11am on January 20. 

People are advised to wear 
warm, waterproof clothes 
and suitable footwear. 
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Demolition 


to create another 11 jobs 


NEWS 

in brief 



Big plans from Bill Devitt of Chantrey Vellacott DFK 
and Coleman finance director Lesley Morris 


A MIDLANDS demolition 
company has announced it 
was creating 11 new jobs as 
part of a £500,000 investment 
into a specialist concrete cut¬ 
ting operation. 

The new division comes 
after work Coleman & Com¬ 
pany carried out on phase one 
of the redevelopment of Birm¬ 
ingham New Street railway 
station. 

As well as creating 11 new 
jobs the Great Barr-based com¬ 
pany, which celebrates its 50th 


anniversary next year, is also 
taking on trainees and invest¬ 
ing in “green” technology. 

David Coleman, chairman 
of the Shady Lane-based com¬ 
pany, said: “This is an exciting 
new venture for the group and 
stems from the project at New 
Street Station. The job is obvi¬ 
ously very complex and as in 
contrast to many of the full 
demolition projects we work 
on involves us cutting away a 
lot of materials, 99 per cent of 
which can be recycled. 


“The project is going ex¬ 
tremely well, and rather than 
using contractors to carry out 
the concrete cutting side of 
the work, we decided the time 
was right to diversify into this 
new area.” 

The launch comes hot on 
the heels of the company win¬ 
ning the Contract of the Year 
accolade at the World Demoli¬ 
tion Awards, and caps a 
strong end to 2011. 

Mr Coleman added: “It was 
fantastic to win the top prize 


for our work at New Street, 
and to also win an award for 
the work we’ve done on the 
A404 Railway Bridge in Maid¬ 
enhead. 

“We are pleased with the 
growth we’ve achieved over 
the last 12 months. We are 
also investing in solar power 
technology at our headquar¬ 
ters so, despite the challeng¬ 
ing times we are operating in, 
we remain very positive about 
our position and the outlook 
for the year ahead.” 



Inquiry into campus future 
reveals new plan for housing 


A HOUSING development could replace the 
Sandwell College campus in Smethwick, it has 
been revealed. The Crocketts Lane landmark 
was thought to be due to become part of a 
larger campus including sites on High Street, 
West Bromwich, and Pound Road, Oldbury. 


But the council has begun 
advertising for companies to 
investigate whether the land 
could be converted into 
houses instead. 

The revelation comes de¬ 
spite authority chiefs re¬ 
cently taking steps to 
protect historic buildings 
and heritage surrounding 
the site by designating a 
conservation area. 

Buildings which sit inside 
the area’s boundary are sup¬ 
posed to benefit from plan¬ 
ning rules to prevent 
unwanted development. The 
authority however has no 
control over the eventual 
disposal of the site, nor its 
partner at Pound Road, Old¬ 
bury, because both are 
owned by the college itself. 

The reason the site inves¬ 
tigation work is being adver¬ 
tised by the council is due to 
tendering rules. 

Companies are being 
asked to compete for a 
£19,000 contract for two 
weeks of work to investigate 
whether the site is suitable 
to be turned into homes. 

An advert for the work 
has been put on networking 
website Find It In Sandwell. 
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It said: “The council is 
seeking expressions of inter¬ 
est for site investigation 
works at Sandwell College 
(Smethwick Campus) 

“The project is phase 2 
site investigation works, to 
provide physical and chemi¬ 
cal data for design of pro¬ 
posed residential end use. To 
include factual and interpre¬ 
tative reporting. 

The anticipated tender 
period is two weeks and the 
anticipated construction per¬ 
iod is two weeks. The esti¬ 
mated construction value of 
the project is £19,000.” 

Approved 

The conservation area 
around the Crocketts Lane 
campus is one of three such 
areas approved by the coun¬ 
cil. Another area includes 
the main Smethwick High 
Street from St Pauls Road 
up to South Road. 

The third area forms the 
central part of Cape Hill 
town centre which is framed 
by two listed public houses, 
the Waterloo Hotel and the 
Sampson Lloyd. 


Star hands out awards 

FOOTBALL star Darren Carter presented pupils at a Smeth¬ 
wick school with awards for their sporting achievements. 

The former Baggies, Birmingham and Preston player 
took time out to meet the children at Abbey Junior and 
Infant school, on Barclay Road. The awards were given to 
children aged between six and 12 who had taken part in the 
sports and dance camps that have taken place this year. 

PE development worker, Chris Holloway said: “Darren held 
a question and answer session with the kids, he then pre¬ 
sented them with Christmas presents, certificates and other 
prizes. He also signed autographs and posed for photographs.” 


Chris Brunt, Albion Art Attack winner Matthew Cannon and striker Peter Odemwingie 


Matthew’s 
design hits 
front cover 


THOUSANDS of Baggies 
fans made a young sup¬ 
porter’s day when they 
bought the match pro¬ 
gramme for the clash with 
Manchester City. 

Monday’s front page fea¬ 
tured designs by 12-year-old 
Matthew Cannon after he 
won the Albion Art Attack 
competition. 

And while he was delight¬ 
ed that the Boxing Day 
crowd got to see his work, 
the youngster also received 
the bonus of meeting some 
of his heroes as part of his 
prize. 

Matthew was invited to 
the club’s training ground to 
meet his favourite players 
posed with an enlarged 
mock-up of the front cover 
alongside skipper Chris 
Brunt and striker Peter 
Odemwingie. 

The youngster claims it 
was an Albion legend from a 
previous era who inspired 
his masterpiece - 1968 FA 
Cup wimnner Jeff Astle. 

“When we go to matches, 
I always touch the Astle 
Gates and that inspired my 
drawing, which took me 
about four hours to com¬ 
plete,” he said. 

“To get into the top 10 out 
of more than 300 entries 
was an achievement in itself 
but to win is amazing. 

“I want to thank everyone 
for voting for me. The fact 
everyone will see my draw¬ 
ing on the front cover is 
really nice.” 


Tree appeal raises 
£5,000 for charities 

MORE than £5,000 has 
been raised from this 
year’s Tipton Tree of 
Light appeal. 

The tree has been put up 
in the town as part of the 
fundraising tradition which 
has been held for 20 years. 

Space for lights are now 
full, but people can still 
offer donations to the 
cause. The tree is organ¬ 
ised by Tipton Civic Soci¬ 
ety and allows people to 
pay for decorations in 
memory of loved ones they 
have lost. 

To donate call Mr Broth- 
wood on 07885 806100. 

A finance event 
plea to bosses 

BUSINESSES are invited 
to attend the next Black 
Country local enterprise 
partnership’s open access 
to finance forum in Old¬ 
bury. 

The forum is being held 
in partnership with the 
Black Country Reinvest¬ 
ment Society and 
Sandwell Council and will 
be the fourth in a series 
held across the region. 

The event will be held 
at Sandwell Council 
House in Freeth Street, 
Oldbury on January 17, 
from 1.15pm to 3pm. 

Big band concert 
to raise funding 

A FUNDRAISING concert 
is being held in Smethwick 
next month. 

The Phoenix Big Band 
will perform at St Hilda’s 
Church Hall in Abbey 
Road on January 12. 
Money raised will go to the 
BUDS group - Better 
Understanding of Demen¬ 
tia in Sandwell. 

Entry is £5 and there 
will be free tea and soft 
drinks. For more details 
contact Peter Munn on 
0121 544 8973. Doors open 
at 7.30pm. 

Bank in bid to 
boost its security 

A BANK in Cradley Heath 
is hoping to boost its secu¬ 
rity with plans to install 
extra CCTV and lights. 

Barclays wants to add 
two cameras and security 
lights at its branch in 
Halesowen Road, Cradley 
Heath. A decision is due to 
be made by councillors on 
February 13. 

Special service 

A CHURCH in Great Barr 
holds a Christingle service 
next year. 

It is due to be held at 
lpm on February 5 at St 
Margaret’s Parish Church, 
Chapel Lane. 


■MWINPj 


EVER! 


Em/Hans 


we Will Beat Curved Blind 
Any Like For Specialist 

Like Quote (For Bow ' Bay Window ) 

5 Quality vertical blinds 


FREE Home Quote 
FREE Fitting 
FAST Local Service 


Verticals 

Rollers 

Venetian 

Wooden 

Conservatory 


Quality Products / Quality Prices 

0800 0347 111 m 

www.ukbargainblinds.co.uk 




Vertical & Roller Blinds 

On Selected Ranges 
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10 REASONS TO HAVE 
AN IDEAL HOMECARE 
BATHROOM OR KITCHEN 

The home Improvement Specialists 

iidieaLiHioinniEciiri 


ElinHfiiiTOi 


5 Hall Green Road. Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich B713IS 
Telephone: 0121 588 5737 

^eoui^lrtualsliowraoii^t^^jdeallioiiiecarexauk 


business established over 20 years 
O Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
6 FREE home design service, we listen to you and design to your requirements 
O Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, sinks and taps to choose 
from, but do not worry, we are here to help and advise what is right for you 
0 We project manage from start to finish 

0 We can supply only, or complete the whole project, including tiling, electrics, 
plumbing, building, plastering and even decorating ■ 0oen . WQQ am 4n0nm 
0 All rubbish removed at the end of the project closeil Wednesday & sunda 


I of the project 

0 Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) ■ 

© NICEIC Registered electricians 
© Quality products at realistic prices 


Search our advert on www.localmole.co.uk 
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THE BEST 

OF PETER 
RHODES 


I TAKE my hat off to the reader who has collected 
no fewer than 53 peculiar phrases used by weather 
forecasters over the past couple of years, We all 
need our hobbies. First out of the collection: 

* “Mildly offensive showers.” 

* “A seedbed for more snow.” 

* “Nuggets of brightness.” 

Doaaaooaa 

THE big thing in 2012 will be televisions, music 
systems and other electronic gizmos which are 
operated by voice or hand signal, without the 
need for remote controls. 

As Auntie Beeb puts it: “Controlling the TV 
without a remote would eliminate the need to 
look for it.” Quite so. But have you noticed how 
the further technology advances, and the less 
we have to remember anything, the worse our 
memories get? 


Nursery is rated among the UK's best 


A DAY nursery in West Bromwich 
which only opened four years ago is 
among the best of its kind in the 
country, it has been revealed. 

The YMCA Greets Green Chil¬ 
dren’s Centre Nursery has been 
rated ‘outstanding’ in every cate¬ 
gory by Ofsted bosses. The result 
places it among the top 10 per cent 
of all private day nurseries in the 
country. Bosses praised the overall 
quality of care, the progress children 


made and the safe environment the 
YMCA-governed centre provides. 
They also highlighted the efforts 
made by staff to ensure children 
were not disrupted after a burst 
water main flooded the entire nurs¬ 
ery last Christmas. 

Half of the centre’s 80 children 
moved upstairs to classrooms in the 
Greets Green Sure Start Children’s 
Centre while the remainder were 
moved to sister site Carters Green 


Day Nursery. Children and staff 
remained there for two months. 

The report read: “Overall the 
quality of the provision is outstand¬ 
ing. Every child in the children’s 
centre is valued as a unique individ¬ 
ual and staff have high expectations 
of what children can learn. 

“Strong and passionate manage¬ 
ment drives a shared vision with the 
staff team, embedding ambition and 
driving continuous improvement.” 


The centre, in Wattle Road, was 
rated ‘Good’ in its previous inspec¬ 
tion just after it opened. 

Delighted nursery manager staff 
celebrated the news with a meal at 
The Venue restaurant in Dudley. 

This latest accolade marks the 
end of a successful year for the nurs¬ 
ery. Earlier this year it won a Qual¬ 
ity Award by Sandwell’s early years 
and childcare unit for efforts of staff 
after the flood. 


Ambulance diversions 
to reduce wait times 


onannanaa 


JOHN Masefield’s Sea-Fever must be one of the 
most parodied of all poems. This version, fit for any 
cold, wet winter’s day, comes from a reader: 

“I must down to the cafe again 

For a cup of tea and a bun 

And all I ask 

Is the toast is hot 

And the butter’s on the run.” 

Doaaanono 

AND lo, the seasons turn. The turkey vanishes, 
the sprouts repeat and Christmastide gives way 
to Thomsontide, the festival of booking sum¬ 
mer holidays. Over the Xmas break I happened 
upon a DVD I was given this time last year, a 
compilation of my father’s family cine films from 
1961 to 1967. I had never watched it before. 

Great God, we had some awful hols. In flick¬ 
ering 8mm, three small Rhodes boys, wrapped 
in anoraks against the chill of an English heat¬ 
wave, clamber morosely over the rocks at Wool- 
acombe, pausing occasionally to whack each 
other with long, leathery fronds of seaweed. 
When people tell you they made their own enter¬ 
tainment in the old days, this is what they mean. 

The high point of that holiday was watching 
Hawker Hunters flying over to bomb the Torrey 
Canyon (ask your grandfather). 

Ten years after Woolacombe, we discovered 
a place called Menorca and never looked back. 

nnaannnnn 

BRITAIN’S oldest spiritualist newspaper, the Psychic 
News, is back in business following its closure in July 
2010. All together, now: We didn’t see that coming. 

□□□□□□□□a 

MEANWHILE, the communal gathering places 
in the southern China village of Wukan are filled 
with protesters raging against Communist 
party corruption and land seizures. 

It is a reminder of the rarely-seen but bitter 
divisions in China between rich and poor, party 
and people, city and country. 

While any number of observers tell us that 
China will be the world superpower of the 21st 
century, the really smart observers always add 
the words, “if it can hold together.” 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


AMBULANCES will be diverted from over¬ 
stretched hospitals around the Black Country 
and patients will be treated elsewhere to help 
A&E units cope with the traditional winter 
surge in demand, it has recently emerged. 

B by Shaun Lintern 


Temporary diversions are 
designed to allow hospitals 
the opportunity to clear 
backlogs of patients and free 
up staff. 

West Midlands Ambu¬ 
lance Service and the four 
major hospitals in the Black 
Country - Sandwell, New 
Cross, Wolverhampton, Rus- 
sells Hall, Dudley and Wal¬ 
sall Manor - have agreed a 
deal. 

It will see diversions put 
in place instantly without 
waiting for managers to 
agree. 

Any diversions will be re¬ 
checked after an hour and 
will continue until the hos¬ 
pital is ready to accept new 
patients. 

But if another hospital 
also declares it is struggling, 
then each accident and 
emergency unit will have to 
cope on its own. 

When the situation has 
arisen in the past, the prob¬ 
lem of tracking down man¬ 
agers has taken longer than 
the actual diversion of 
patients. 

Hospitals have already 
begun to bring in extra staff 
and preparing to open extra 


wards in an attempt to 
cope with the expected 
increases in patients due to 
slips, trips and falls, and 
winter illnesses such as 
severe flu during the colder 
months. 

Helen Cook, from the 
Black Country Cluster of 
PCTs, said: “Using this 
divert policy is beneficial 
because it gives the hospital 
and staff under pressure 
opportunity to catch up and 
reduce pressures in the A&E 
departments.” 

Respond 

Hospitals measure pres¬ 
sure on a scale of one to four, 
with four being the most 
extreme. 

Claire Thomas, spokes¬ 
woman for West Midlands 
Ambulance Service, said: 
“By conveying patients to 
less pressurised hospitals, 
turnaround times for the 
ambulance service are 
reduced and crews are 
freed up to respond to the 
next 999 call much more 
quickly.” 


Bank is criticised 

A BANKING giant in Blackheath has been criticised for 
not contributing to the community after refusing to pay 
£30 towards the town’s CCTV system, then putting in 
plans to install its own. Barclays in Birmingham Road 
wants to create its own camera and security lighting. 

But Blackheath Business and Community Association 
said its 15 cameras had already helped the bank foil thieves 
and said it was disappointed it would not contribute £30 a 
year towards the cost. 

Ward Councillor Mary Docker, said: “It does not want to 
be part of the community It’s rather sad.” 

Barclays says it has asked for a meeting with the Asso¬ 
ciation in the New Year to discuss the issue. 


A fond farewell for Judith 



Nursery nurse Judith Cotterill with youngsters at Abbey Infants School, Smethwick 


A NURSERY nurse has bid a fond farewell 
to a Smethwick school after nearly 20 years’ 
service. 

Judith Mosedale retired after being at 
Abbey Infant School, on Maurice Road, 
since 1992 in a school career which spanned 
40 years. 

She began at Abbey in the nursery, work¬ 
ing with three and four year olds, but has 
also worked with reception, Year 1 and Year 
2 pupils. 

For the past few years she has worked 


supporting special needs children and in a 
pastoral role. 

Office manager Janet Cotterill paid trib¬ 
ute to Mrs Mosedale, who has also been a 
member of Birmingham Symphony Choir 
for the past 30 years. 

Mrs Cotterill said: “She is very much 
loved by the children, parents and staff for 
her caring nature.” 

The departing Mrs Mosedale was pre¬ 
sented with gifts during a special assembly 
to mark her retirement. 


Concert 
boost for 
students 
at Public 

HUNDREDS of music stu¬ 
dents from across the region 
flocked to The Public in West 
Bromwich to take part in a 
special Christmas concert. 

Organised by Birming¬ 
ham Yamaha Music School, 
the concert provided an opp¬ 
ortunity for more than 200 
musicians to showcase a 
years worth of tuition in 
drums, guitars, keyboards 
and vocals. 

In addition to performing, 
the students were able to 
take inspiration from the 
from The Public’s current 
Art of Noise exhibition. 

This includes My Genera¬ 
tion: The Glory Years of 
British Rock - a selection of 
photographs by Harry Good¬ 
win from behind the scenes 
of Top of the Pops from 1964 
to 1973, and Home of Metal, 
a series of photographs of 
music fans by rock photogra¬ 
pher Steve Gerrard. 

The Public managing 
director Linda Saunders 
said: “The concert organised 
by Birmingham Yamaha 
Music School was a fabulous 
opportunity for students 
from across the region to 
gain valuable performance 
experience.” 

For information visit 
www.thepublic.com or call 
0121 533 7161. 

Bungalows 
nearly ready 

BUNGALOWS and flats are 
nearly finished under a £1.6 
million scheme to relocate 
people with learning disabil¬ 
ities into their own sup¬ 
ported homes in West 
Bromwich. 

The scheme includes 
three bungalows on Old 
Meeting Street and the site 
of the former Hateley Heath 
Working Men’s Club on Sus¬ 
sex Avenue, which is being 
transformed into eight 
homes. 

Work is due to be com¬ 
pleted this month. 

Plan is approved 

AN OPTICIANS in Cradley 
Heath will be turned into a 
new restaurant and take¬ 
away after plans were app¬ 
roved by Sandwell Council. 

Officers in the authority’s 
planning department have 
granted permission to plans 
for The Eye Society Opti¬ 
cians in Market Square, 
High Street. 

It will be allowed to open 
between 9am and 11.30pm 
from Monday to Sunday. 
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Company 
boost for 
charities 

AN events and audiovisual 
hire specialist based in 
Wednesbury has helped 
notch up more than £30,000 
for a range of charities in 
just two months. 

Last month LNP Sound 
provided the stage, sound 
and lighting for the Snow¬ 
drop Ball at Worcester War¬ 
riors Rugby Club Sixways 
Stadium, which attracted 
400 people and raised 
£21,000 for St Richard’s 
Hospice, in Worcester. 

As well as an auction and 
raffle, the ball featured a 
range of fundraising activi¬ 
ties including an 11-piece 
band, Jamie Night and the 
Big Swing and a disco cour¬ 
tesy of a Beacon Radio DJ. 

Paul Spicer, owner of LNP 
Sound, said he was pleased 
that St Richard’s Hospice 
got in touch with the com¬ 
pany to help at the event. 

He said: “It gives us a 
great deal of satisfaction to 
know that we have helped to 
raise awareness and much 
needed donations for the 
hospice. The organisers 
were very happy with our 
contribution to the day. 

“By supplying equipment 
and supporting the general 
running of charity events, we 
help them to run smoothly 
and ensure everyone is hav¬ 
ing an enjoyable time.” 

Group set to 
tackle crime 

CRIME fighters in Sandwell 
have launched a new group 
to help make the borough a 
safer place. 

Ch Supt Mark Robinson, 
of Sandwell police, is chair¬ 
man of the new community 
safety planning group, 
which will lead campaigns 
across the Safer Sandwell 
Partnership. 

The partnership includes 
Sandwell Police, Sandwell 
Council and organisations 
such as Sandwell Homes, 
Sandwell Primary Care 
Trust, West Midlands Fire 
Service and Staffordshire & 
West Midlands Probation 
Trust. 


Plans approved 

PLANNERS in Sandwell 
have approved plans for a 
new extension at a borough 
school. Bosses at Joseph 
Turner Primary School in 
Powis Avenue, Tipton, have 
applied to build a single 
storey extension and carry 
out refurbishments. 

The extension would have 
two new classrooms for 
more reception pupils and is 
in response to the increased 
demand in the area for extra 
school places. 


Boss denies knowing about trouble at pub 



London Works Tavern in Smethwick 


A PUB boss has denied any knowledge of 
two serious woundings despite CCTV 
footage from inside showing men being 
restrained, while holding broken pool cues, 
licensing bosses heard. 

Police are continuing to investigate two 
woundings which took place near the Lon¬ 
don Works Tavern in Smethwick on October 
8. No one has yet been charged. 

The woundings involved a woman and her 
male cousin. The woman had been involved 
in an earlier argument inside the pub, which 
was caught on CCTV and footage included 
two men being held back, one holding a bro¬ 
ken pool cue. 


The woman later left the venue and was 
attacked by a group of around 10 people who 
pulled up in four cars and left her with a 
fractured cheekbone and jaw and a split 
chin. The victim may require reconstructive 
surgery, police said. Her male cousin was 
also knocked unconscious and needed 
numerous stitches to his face. 

The council’s licensing panel decided to 
remove Pauline Holness, who ran the pub. 
Police said Miss Holness had so far refused 
to co-operate with investigations. The com¬ 
pany, which owned and leased the pub, West- 
bourne Leisure, meanwhile came in for 
criticism despite chiefs saying they knew 


nothing of a series of late lock-ins. Miss Hol¬ 
ness, who did not attend last week’s hearing 
as she was undergoing medical treatment, 
told police the pub had served beyond its 
hours place every weekend since September. 

Councillor Peter Allen, who chairs the 
licensing panel, decided to further suspend 
the company’s licence for three months. 

He said: “We decided it was necessary to 
remove Miss Holness after a series of late 
openings in September and poor manage¬ 
ment decisions. The poor management was 
a direct result of poor company practice by 
Westbourne Leisure which could have taken 
a more pro-active approach.” 


Post round struggles led 
to worker's letters hoard 


A POSTMAN from Oldbury is awaiting his fate 
after admitting stashing away more than 
5,000 items of undelivered mail. Shane 
Sohanpal, aged 27, hid the packages under¬ 
neath his bed and in the boot of his car. 


A total of 2,819 letters, 
included bank statements 
and credit cards, and 2,346 
examples of junk mail were 
hoarded between May 19 
and June 16. 

Sohanpal, of Oldacre 
Road, was found out after 
Royal Mail began investigat¬ 
ing complaints about post 
not being received. 

They gave him test pack¬ 
ages and found one block of 
flats was not being delivered 
to at all. 

They searched his home 
and car and found the unde¬ 
livered post. 

The items, some in bun¬ 
dles and some in black plas¬ 
tic bin bags, were under his 
bed, and in the boot, back¬ 
seat and passenger well of 
his car. 

Some of them were up to 
four weeks old. 

Sohanpal had been work¬ 
ing as a postman for about 
five months and was sus¬ 
pended in June. 

He told investigators dur¬ 
ing an interview that the 
round had been getting too 
much for him and, instead of 
speaking to someone, he had 
hidden items. He also said 
he had been traumatised by 
the death of a relative. 


B by David Lumb 

At Wolverhampton Crown 
Court on December 21 he 
pleaded guilty to intention¬ 
ally delaying post between 
May 19 and June 16. 

Mr Stephen Blower, de¬ 
fending, said that his client 
was a man of previous good 
character and asked for a 
pre-sentencing report to be 
compiled. The case was 
adjourned and Sohanpal was 
given bail. He is due to 
appear again for sentencing 
on January 25. 

Sentence 

Judge John Wait said: 
“You have pleaded guilty 
and you will receive credit 
for that in due course. I give 
no indication into the likely 
sentence in this case.” 

Sohanpal is not the first 
postman in the region to be 
hauled before the courts. 

Glen Miller was a trusted 
veteran of 23 years’ service. 
But the 44-year-old, of 
Scafell Way, West Bromwich, 
succumbed to temptation, 
stealing £40 after opening 
18 packages. He was given 
a four month prison sen¬ 
tence suspended for two 
ears and ordered to do 200 
ours unpaid work. 


Fridge blamed for fire 

AN ELECTRICAL fault caused a fire at an industrial unit 
in West Bromwich. The unit belonging to the 2 Sisters Food 
Group on the on the Howard Street Industrial Estate was 
gutted in the fire last week. 

Fire service spokesman Jeremy Sharpe said: “It appears 
there was an electrical fault in a refrigeration unit.” 

The premises are used by the frozen chicken company for 
storage. The fire burned through the roof of the 17,255sq 
ft building leaving gaping holes. 



Owen Hodgetts, James Thacker, and Callum Redfern with members of Halas Hawks North under 8’s football 
team and Sainsbury’s PR ambassador Kirsty Browne in the new football kit donated by the store 

YOUNG footballers have been treated strip for Halesowen-based Halas important that we can do as much as 
to a brand new kit thanks to supermar- Hawks North Under 8s. we can to support it. 

ket customers in Oldbury. Store PR Ambassador, Kirsty “When we heard about Halas Hawks 

Sales of Bags for Life at Sainsbury’s Browne, said: “Our store is at the wanting a new kit we were pleased to 
have raised enough funds for a new heart of the local community and it is help.” 
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NEWS 

in brief 


Centre praised by 
Ofsted inspectors 

A SMETHWICK day care 
centre has been rated good 
by Ofsted for its range of 
activities and skilled staff 
for young children. 

The Happy Families 
facility at Warley Woods 
Methodist Church on 
Abbey Road was visited by 
Ofsted inspectors on 
November 22 for its early 
years provision. Inspector 
Kashma Patel said: “Chil¬ 
dren are happy and settled 
in the provision, where 
they are valued and 
respected as individuals.” 

He praised the range of 
equipment available, the 
relationships between 
staff and parents and the 
policies and procedures in 
place on safety. 

Two treated over 
chip pan blaze 

FIREFIGHTERS were 
called after a chip pan fire 
at a house in Smethwick. 

The fire broke out in 
the ground floor kitchen 
of the two storey mid-ter¬ 
raced property in West- 
field Road, at around 
9.48am on December 14. 

It caused about five per 
cent fire damage and 15 
per cent smoke damage to 
the room. 

Crews from Smethwick 
and Handsworth attended 
and used two breathing 
apparatus, a reel, a carbon 
dioxide extinguisher and 
fans to ventilate the prop¬ 
erty. 

New exhibition of 
photos planned 

A SPECIAL photographic 
exhibition which docu¬ 
ments the people and 
times of the Black Coun¬ 
try will be coming to West 
Bromwich arts centre the 
Public in the new year. 
Rick Davies’ Black Coun¬ 
try Stories will run at the 
New Street centre from 
January 27 until May 20. 

Bank’s security 
gets an upgrade 

A CRADLEY Heath bank 
branch is getting an 
upgrade as part of a 
scheme to help spruce up 
appearances, under plans 
recently submitted. 

Barclays bank in Hale¬ 
sowen Road will have new 
signage, two security cam¬ 
eras and new CCTV 

License reviews 

LICENSING chiefs in are 
to discuss the licences of 
two stores in Sandwell 
after they sold alcohol to 
under-18s. They are 
Whiteheath Supermarket 
in Oldbury Road, Rowley 
Regis and Costcutter in 
Vicarage Road, Rowley 
Regis. 




































TRUKA SKECHERS STARTRITE NIKE REFLEX HI-TEC CATERPILLAR ELMDALE GRENSON ADIDAS GLUV CLARKS 


Page 6 SANDWELL CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29 2011 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


HI-TEC CATERPILLAR G STAR GRENSON KICKERS DR SCHOLL CLARKS LOAKE BASE BEN SHERMAN 


WIHTER BOOTS I 

SHOES! SAHPALS! 

CLEAROUT 


SALE 


SHOES-ACCESSORIES 
SANDALS • BOOTS 
SLIPPERS TRAINERS 
•SPORTBAGS 


SALE 


HANDBAGS • BELTS 
JEWELLERY-CLOTHING 
• GIFTWARE • 
HOUSEWARE TOOLS 


GENUINE REDUCTIONSt 


1000s OF SELECTED QUALITY FASHION STYLES! 
WAS £19.99 TO £29.99 NOW £5.99 
WAS £26.99 TO £49.99 NOW £9.99 


UP TO 70% OFF SOME LINES! 

1 MILLION PAIRS (ACROSS THE COMPANY) 

OUR BEST SALE EVER! 


BLUNTS SHOES 

578 Bearwood Road, Smethwick, B66 4BW 
0121 429 1794 


VIEW OUR ON-LINE SHOPS AT 
www.bluntsshoes.co.uk/bearwood 
www.bluntsshoes. co. uk/kingstanding 
www. bluntsshoes. co. uk/stourbridge 

SHOES SANDALS BOOTS CLOTHING 
ACCESSORIES GIFTWARE HOUSEWARE TOOLS 


CLARKS CHILDRENS SHOES AND SANDALS BALLET AND TAP SHOES WEDDING SHOES WELLINGTONS 


liaaQBUiSE SqeB 
IR NS CLOSING 
DOWN SALE 


/ML 



BTO C KfGllEAWANG EISAUEl 
[1/2 PRICE (Rolls only) 

per metre 





To advertise within 
this supplement 
please call: 

01902 319898 
or 

01952 288847 









Jake Seager (front, centre) signs up for the army at a recruitment centre with C Sgt Greg Dunk and other recruits 

TWO FORMER Sandwell school pupils were among 10 new itary careers at the Harrogate-based Army Foundation Col- 
recruits to sign up to a career in the army at a ceremony in lege next month. On completing the course, recruits will 
Wolverhampton. then progress to their chosen regiments and corps which 

Kieren Spruce and Jake Seager, both aged 17 and from include the Mercian Regiment, Parachute Regiment and 
Wednesbury and Walsall respectively, passed a series of tests Royal Logistic Corps. 

before officially joining the service in front of their family Major Jimmy Lamb, army recruitment officer for Wolver- 
and friends. The teenagers, formerly of Wood Green High hampton, said:“They can look forward to exciting times 
School College of Sport in Wednesbury, will begin their mil- ahead and I wish them all the best for the future.” 


Cannabis man sentenced 


A UNIVERSITY student went 
“seriously off the rails” and 
started growing cannabis 
after his girlfriend ended their 
relationship, a court heard. 
Tony Hannibal worked for a 
private ambulance service. 

He was also studying for a univer¬ 
sity degree until his partner ended 
their six-year relationship, Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court heard last 


week. He then got involved in drugs 
and a cannabis factory. 

Police found almost 150 plants at 
the flat he rented for the purpose 
which is in Causeway Green Road, 
Oldbury, on March 11, said prosecutor 
Mark Rees. 

Sweetheart 

Hannibal, aged 27, from nearby 
Mount Road, told police he had started 
smoking cannabis heavily when his 
sweetheart walked out. 


Mr Jasvir Mann, defending, said: “It 
was a six year relationship and at the 
point of breakdown he was working 
extremely hard. ” 

Hannibal admitted producing 
cannabis and was given a 12-month 
prison sentence suspended for 18 
months, a six-month curfew and 150 
hours unpaid work. 

Judge John Wait said he was lucky 
not to be going to jail. “You were a 
decent young man who went seriously 
off the rails,” he said. 



fK 


6 Windows & 
2 Doors Only 



(terms and conditions apply) 

including fitting and VAT 


• Your local well established business offering 
top quality products and service 

• No payment until completion 

• Call us now for a great deal on your new 
windows and doors 

• Visit our new showroom 

• If you want quality, value and service it has 
to be Hasbury 
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Service on 
bus is just 
the ticket 

MARY Portas wants to see 
vibrant high streets across 
the Black Country - so does 
National Express West Mid¬ 
lands - and as the region’s 
largest bus operator, we are 
placed to support this. 

Every day our buses bring 
thousands of people into our 
city and town centres. Over 
a year that is 15 million jour¬ 
neys in Wolverhampton, 10 
million in Dudley, another 
12 million in Walsall. 

The changes to services in 
the past two years have all¬ 
owed more people to use the 
bus to access retail areas. 
Since services changed in 
July, there has been a two 
per cent increase in the 
number of people coming by 
bus into the city centre. 

We are very much part of 
the solution to these issues. 
SIMON MATHIESON 
Area Operations 
Director, Black Country 
National Express 
West Midlands 

Treatment 
must be fair 


Cool customers step out on pool 



I 



The ice-covered pool in Dartmouth Park, West Bromwich, had become a skating rink when this photograph was 
taken in January, 1963. A man with a portable flame-thrower was on hand to smooth out the rough patches of ice 


DARTMOUTH Park was opened to the and the dignitaries attended a recep- Dartmouth Park is named after the 
public by the Earl of Dartmouth on tion at the Town Hall prior to the pro- Earl of Dartmouth who bought the 
June 3, 1878. cession to the park. land in the middle of the 18th century. 

The day was observed as a general Dignitaries attending were all pre- The 5th Earl of Dartmouth instigated 

holiday and park was crowded with sented with a medal to commemorate major house building in the late 19th 
more than 40,000 people. the occasion. The day’s celebrations century and the area has continued to 

The town was dressed with bunting ended in a spectacular firework display, undergo development since then. 


FOUR Muslim girls were 
prosecuted and found guilty 
of assaulting and racially 
abusing a white female. 

The judge let the four girls 
off with what I consider to be 
a slap on the wrist. His justi¬ 
fication was that the girls 
were not used to alcoholic 
drink. I hope if four white 
Christian girls were bought 
before him, they would 
receive similar treatment. 
KEITH V JOYCE 
Old Park Road 
Wednesbury 


Angry at the insurance company policies 


WITH regards to a recent letter about insurance companies 
and their policies. 

I wonder how many other motorists feel they are being 
ripped off by motor insurance companies? Recently my 
insurance came up for renewal and despite being over 50, 
an ex HGV and PSV driver also having more than nine 
year’s no claims bonus, I found my premium had risen by 
£400 from last year. 

We bought our daughter a Ford Ka last year for £1,500, 
she insured it with the same company. Unfortunately some¬ 
one ran into the rear of her vehicle and wrote it off. The 
insurance company offered her £650 compensation, but 


retained £200 (excess), but she still has to pay the premium 
until the end of its term, you’ve guessed it £450, which leaves 
no cash and no car or - heads I win, tails you lose. I’m start¬ 
ing to understand why so many people are uninsured. 

I think it is time the different motoring organisations, 
such as the AA and RAC, stepped in and tried to keep both 
fuel and insurance costs down, or haven’t these people 
realised, the less vehicles on the road, the less people needed 
to run insurance offices and fuel depots, the banks are suf¬ 
fering, it could be their turn next. 

TONY DAVIES 
Lower Gornal, Dudley 


Why HS2 
will get us 
on track 

MANY ARE concerned that 
the West Midlands will not 
benefit from HS2. 

But the West Midlands 
would benefit from 22,000 
new jobs and an increase of 
£1.5bn per year to the re¬ 
gional economy. 

There will be fast services 
to London and Europe, as 
well many other places 
around the country. 

Rail is continuing to grow 
at six per cent per year and 
we now have the highest 
number of rail passengers 
since the 1920s. Rail freight 
is also growing at a consider¬ 
able rate - container traffic 
has grown by 56 per cent in 
the last eight years. 

HS2 provides new capac¬ 
ity and releases space on 
existing lines. Without it we 
risk local, regional and 
freight services being 
squeezed out by more lucra¬ 
tive long-distance services. 
RICHARD LAKIN 
Go-HS2 media officer 

Looking for 
information 

I AM researching the family 
tree of John Thomas (Jack) 
Stanton, my father, born to 
Florence Stanton on May 3, 
1907, in Oak Lane, West 
Bromwich. Does anyone 
have any information on 
who the father of John was? 

Florence was born in 1889 
and was the daughter of 
Levi born in 1845 and 
Emma (nee Clayton) born in 
Shropshire in 1844. 
VALERIE ICKE 
Well Vale Drive, Chapel 
St Lenards, Skegness 


LETTERS 


LETTERS to the Editor 


POST 

Chronicle, Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street, Wolver¬ 
hampton 
WV11ES 


E-MAIL 

chronicle® 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number of the writer. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


How ironic that past 


times should return 


THE Wednesbury Town team, with the help of Sandwell 
Council, is opening a food bank to help feed the poor. 

How ironic that we, who are from the twenties genera¬ 
tion, remember standing with our parents for a bowl of hot 
soup and a crust of bread. Eighty five years on, never think¬ 
ing those times would return. In those days everyone cared 
for each other. How sad to see today’s generation with all 
its credit cards, high standards of living, we have come to 
this, unable to care for our elderly. We, who are left to grow 
old will survive, we suffered the real poverty. 

BILL ARCHER, Churchfield Road, Wednesbury 


Dock strike 
salary before 
the new year 

RE: Council staff strikers, 
won’t be docked a day’s pay 
until January 2012. 

I find it difficult to believe 
council managers were 
unable to find out which 
employees were going on 
strike on November 30, by 
the time staff timesheets 
were handed into payroll, for 
December payday. 

Managers knew when the 
strike was to be held. 

I feel if a member of staff 
was on strike on November 
30, they should have had it 
docked from their December 
payday. 

ROBERT PARSONS 

Cradley Heath 


Free book 
for healthy 
meal times 

AS A nutritionist, who helps 
advise people about healthy 
food choices, I understand 
that this time of year can be 
particularly difficult. 

This is why World Cancer 
Research Fund (WCRF) has 
come up with the free Fes¬ 
tive Feasts recipe book offer¬ 
ing healthy, hearty and 
wholesome suggestions for 
meals and snacks. 

These ideas will help you 
get the new year off to a 
healthy start. For a free copy 
call 020 7343 4205 and quote 
‘media’. 

MAYA MONTEIRO 

Nutritionist 

WCRF 


Fonz Leather 


02 Rounds Green Road 
Oldbury B69 2RD 
Telephone: 0121 5S2 1286 

OPENING 
TIMES 

Mon-Sat 
I0a*v6 pm 
Sun 

11 arM pm 




1 


NOWfON!” 

■ Upton OFF I 
on Sek&fed Lines 


Xcatliet^R>blorlti 


Unit *18, The Arcade, Digbeth, 
Walsall Town Centre WS"I 1 FIE 
Telephone: 01922 725627 ._ 




MIDLANDS LARGEST STOCKIST OF REAL SHEEPSKIN AND LEATHER COATS 


Sr 


Men’s Leather 
V Jackets 


Gloves/Mittens Leather Coats Ladies Handbags Ladies Jackets 





£24.99 


£149.99 

NOW £49.99 N0W £9 - 99 


UPT0 1/2 PRICE ON LEATHER JACKETS 
UPT0 1/2 PRICE ON WAISTCOATS 
UPT0 1/2 PRICE ON KIDS COATS 
UPT0 75% OFF LADIES HANDBAGS 


£79.99 

From £24.99 


£149.99 

From £79.99 


Christmas Special offer Leather Jackets from £19.99 

| r 3 •** W* Bcceet aU m*|or Cards 
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Guaranteed Lowest Winter Sale Price! 

Massive 

Savings 

in the DFS Sale 

L_ m 

1 oJuvj 4kis KkvJ 

Everything in the biggest ever DFS Sale 
is reduced in price with Massive Savings 

on a huge choice of the latest designs. 

Don’t wait a moment longer to save 
a fortune on your new sofa at DFS. 



Sofabed 

available 


After sale price £1798 

SAVE £899 


The Jupiter 
comer sofa. 


£18*72 a month 

rto os'lf, rto 


Ho deposit with 4 years interest free credit 48 equal monthly payments. Or pay nothing for the first year then 36 equal monthly payments of £24.97.0% APR. Total £899. 





APR 

REPRESENTATIVE 


4 years interest 
free credit with 
nothing to pay 
for the first year 


think sofas, think 


dfs 



Birmingham 0121 772 3619 Camp Hill Middleway B12 OHU 

Cannock 01 543 574797 Linkway Retail Park, Longford Island WS11 1TD 

Droitwich 01905 775737 Roman Way Retail Park, Kidderminster Road WR9 9AY 


Special Opening Hours: Wed to Fri 9am-8pm, New Year’s Eve 9am-6pm, New Year’s Day 11am-5pm, 
Bank Holiday Monday 9am-8pm, Tues to Fri 9am-8pm, Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 11am-5pm. 


Save Time - Order Direct at www.dfs.co.uk or call Free on 0800 110 5000 24 hours a day 7 days a week 


Credit subject to acceptance. Credit is provided by external finance companies as determined by DFS. 4 years free credit from date of order. Delivery charges apply. After sale price applies from 20th February. 
Guaranteed lowest Winter Sale price means sale products will not be sold at a lower price during the DFS Winter Sale when ordered in store or online. Mobile charges may apply when calling 0800 110 5000. 
DFS is a division of DFS Trading Ltd. Registered in England and Wales No 01735950. Redhouse Interchange, Doncaster, DN6 7NA. 
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Speeding 
driver is 
given jail 
sentence 

A SERIAL criminal from 
West Bromwich, who sped 
through a string of red lights 
at up to 60mph while being 
pursued by police through 
the Black Country, has been 
jailed for two-and-a-half 
years. 

Alan Brookes was spotted 
at the wheel of a VW Golf in 
Tipton Road, Dudley, in the 
early hours of October 2, less 
than three weeks after bur¬ 
gling a bungalow in Worn- 
bourne. 

The 42-year-old banned 
motorist accelerated away 
from police at twice the 
40mph speed limit, Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court 
heard last week. 

Brookes careered through 
red lights at around 60mph 
as he headed along Birming¬ 
ham Road and other streets 
towards Oldbury Town Cen¬ 
tre, explained prosecutor Mr 
Mark Rees. 

Police put a “stinger” in 
the path of the VW at Dud¬ 
ley Road, Oldbury, which 
burst its two front tyres. But 
the vehicle continued at 
reduced speed before 
Brookes was arrested after 
losing control and crashing 
into the kerb. 

Mr Robert Cowley, de¬ 
fending Brookes, said: “He 
has a dreadful criminal his¬ 
tory but has done a lot of 
soul searching.” 

Brookes, from Tunnel 
Street, pleaded guilty to bur¬ 
glary, dangerous driving and 
driving while disqualified 
and was sent to prison. 



From left, owner David Parsons, bar worker Gemma Shaw, Camra brewery liaison officer Peter Hill, and his 
daughter Jodee Hill at the Tame Bridge Pub in Great Bridge which is included in the good beer guide 


A POPULAR pub is celebrating after being included in the 
Good Beer Guide for 2012. 

David Parsons, who has owned The Tame Bridge pub in 
Great Bridge for the past 10 years, said it deserved the men¬ 
tion in the book. 

Mr Parsons said: “The guide has picked us out because 


we’ve consistently delivered good beer over the past three 
years and we’re very proud.” Mr Parsons said it was the 
only Tipton pub to have been selected for the revered 
drinkers’ guide. He added he started favouring real ales 
because of the Black Country Ale Tairsters, a charity group 
which travels the UK sampling ales. 


Processor is a glass act 


GROWTH plans at a Smeth¬ 
wick-based specialist glass 
processor will be accelerated 
after a secondary manage¬ 
ment buyout was completed. 

Managing director Alan Taylor and 
operations director Glenn Bicknell 
have led the takeover at 75-year-old 
Midland Industrial Glass in Downing 
Street. 

The buyout was backed by inde¬ 
pendent private equity house Key Cap¬ 
ital Partners. 


KCP has taken a significant stake in 
MIG following the transaction. 

MIG is one of the largest independ¬ 
ent, specialist glass processors in the 
UK, supplying a wide range of prod¬ 
ucts, including toughened glass and 
mirror, to the retail, transport, 
balustrading and street furniture mar¬ 
kets. The company, which employs 60 
people, supplies glass to retail groups 
Marks & Spencer, Next, New Look, 
Arcadia group and John Lewis Part¬ 
nership. 

Mr Taylor said; “This is a very excit¬ 


ing development for us. There are 
prospects now for more employment. 

“We have invested quite heavily over 
the last few years and are reaping the 
benefits. We are looking to increase 
our investment programme and buy 
more machinery.” 

KCP investment manager, Richard 
Thomas, added: “Our investment will 
help Alan and Glenn to grow the busi¬ 
ness through the development of new 
products and markets. We will also be 
seeking acquisitions to further acceler¬ 
ate the growth of the company.” 


Medical 

Negligence? 



SOLICITORS 

Telephone: 0845 855 0747 
or: 0121609 1088 
www.rapidsolicitors.co.uk 

• Free home visits • Lines open 24/7 • Consulting offices throughout the region 

We are Rapid Response Solicitors, regulated by The Solicitors Regulation Authority (Reg. No. 00512434). 



INDOWS & CONSERVATORIES, PORCHES 
ORANGERIES, FASCIAS & SOFFIT HOARDS 

• SUPPLIED & FITTED TO ALL AREAS- * 
•ACROSS THE MIDLANDS* * 

FINANCE AVAILABLE 


LOCHS O SEALANT 
SEALED • HANDLES 
UNITS • FASCIA & 
GASKETS GUTTERING 


Window, Conservatory, Porch, Fascia & Soffit News 

How has Rydale built up an excellent reputation? 

I It’s simple, customers’ satisfaction and quality. The quality of Rydale" product, the quality of all Rydale personnerand the unbeatable service given 
I to the public is second to none. No wonder Rydale has so many satisfied customers, just look at the facts. Every window and conservatory is custom 
I made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, that’s why we have been in business for more than 30 years. 
Rydale Windows security features make our windows super safe. We have a wide range of products on display at our purpose built 40,000 sq. ft 
showrooms and factories situated in Long Lane, Halesowen. 

Our window and conservatory advisors are available in our showrooms weekdays from 9.00 am to 5.30 pm and Saturday 9.00 am to 4.00 pm. At 
Rydale we feel that is is very important to see products on display before you make your final decision to purchase. We invite you to come into our 
showrooms to view all our products available, the showrooms are here for you the customer. 

I At Rydale we do not take any deposits or stage payments, you only pay when you are fully satisfied. Rydale has been a trusted brand in our area 
I for over 30 years. If we give you a guarantee we will always be here to honour it. Can that be said of any other company in the area? Rydale also 
| offer a Supply Only service on all products including free delivery. 

AT RYDALE WE CARE ABOUT THE CUSTOMER, SPEND YOUR MONEY WISELY. 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS, WE ARE HERE FOR YOU THE CUSTOMER 


You are invited to visit one of 
the largest Conservatory and 
Window Showrooms in the UK 


|i »r .f* 
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Ho, ho, ho ... a tradtional Father Christmas 


How Victorians started 
our love of festive cards 


Over Christmas almost every 
household has been festooned with 
cards. Here are some early exam¬ 
ples and the history behind them. 


WE HOPE over Christmas you 
spared a thought for the poor old 
British postie who will be groaning 
under the weight of an estimated 
two billion items. 

According to the Royal Mail, the 
UK sent 750 million Christmas 
cards last year. 

The custom of sending seasonal 
greetings can be traced back to the 
Chinese who sent messages of good¬ 
will for the New Year. Early Egyp¬ 
tians also sent greetings on papyrus 
scrolls and in Pagan times good luck 
charms were exchanged at the 
winter solstice. In the Middle Ages, 
European wood engravers produced 
prints with religious themes. 

The British love affair with the 
greetings card began in 1843 when 
Sir Henry Cole commissioned the 
world’s first Christmas card. Cole, 


[r^MEMORT^: 

by Fiona Carding 


the first director of the Victoria and 
Albert Museum, wanted something 
to send to his family and friends and 
asked British painter John Callcott 
Horsley to design a Christmas card. 

Clare Weston, curator for domes¬ 
tic and cultural life at Black 
Country Living Museum said: 
“Horsley produced 1,000 Christmas 
cards and sold them for one shilling 
each.” The idea was a great success 
but it was not until almost 20 years 
later that this custom caught on. 

By the 1850s, the card had been 
transformed from an expensive, 
handmade and hand-delivered gift 
to an affordable means of communi¬ 
cation, largely due to advances in 
printing and production. And after 
1870, sending cards became more 


popular with the introduction of 
the halfpenny stamp. 

According to Michelle Higgs in 
her book Christmas Cards, Victori¬ 
ans used them “as ways of ending 
strife, cementing friendship and 
strengthening family and neigh¬ 
bourhood ties”. A study by the 
Royal Mail shows we are not so dif¬ 
ferent. Royal Mail’s Stephen Agar 
said: “Sending a card is a great way 
of reminding friends and family 
how important they are to you.” 

Clare Weston said: “Many de¬ 
signs were similar to what we have 
now with nativity and snow scenes 
and robins featuring in earlier 
cards while homemade cards were 
popular after the First World War. 

“One card in our reference collec¬ 
tion features a spoon design with 
the message beneath ‘A spoon 
wanted. May you succeed in finding 
it and spend a happy Christmas.’ 

Spooning, in Edwardian times, 
refers to courting.” 



Skating to a Merry Christmas in all their finery 



* Be Inspired 


www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: inspirationalfires@hotmail.co.uk 0121 429 3186 
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MASSIVE 

CLEARANCE SALE 


ON BEHALF OF MAJOR STORES 
& MAIL ORDER COMPANIES 



•END OF LINES 

• CUSTOMER CANCELLATIONS 

• SOFAS * SUITES • BEDS 

• MATTRESSES • WARDROBES 
•DINNING ROOM FURNITURE 


ALL BEING CLEARED UP TO 
HALF NORMAL RETAIL PRICE 


'CARPETS AND FLOORING 
NOW AVAILARLE' 


1 



PRICE 


OPENING TIMES: 

Monday - Saturday 10am - 6pm, Sunday 10am - 4pm 

SUITES & BEDS 


& SUIItSilEDS 

Portway Road, Oldbury 
West Midlands B69 2BZ 

Tel: 01215445155 

NEXT TO MATALAN 
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IN WEST BROMWICH 

BEFORE YOU BUY, COME AND TRY! 

Visit our showroom and compare our quality and very keen prices 


Sofa: 

si 

nade on the premises 

l YOU WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED J 



Rejuvenate your old sofa 
with new fillings from £20 

Soft, Medium or Hard 

m m3» Reflex foam and feather filling 


• Support your local 
Manufacturers 

• Watch your Sofa's being 
made in our workshop 

• Made to measure 

• Strong quality Frames 

• Sprung bases 

• High density seat foams 


w.sofahouseupholstery.co.uk 


Sofa House Upholstery 
Unit 6 Queens Court 
Industrial Estate 
Greets Green Road 
West Bromwich B70 9EG 

Tel: 0121 520 3111 


Re-open 27th December! 


TO WEST BROMWICH f 

Greets Green Road | 


WE ARE 




Oldbury Rd. 

LU* 

“O 


Q 

cc 
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Council staff are punished 
over their poor behaviour 


UNACCEPTABLE behaviour has 
led dozens of Sandwell Council 
workers to be sacked, resign or 
have warnings slapped on them, 
it has been revealed. 

The full extent of issues at the authority 
in 2009/10 and 2010/11 has been laid bare 
in a report on the need to review discipli¬ 
nary policy. The report says 20 workers 
were sacked for misconduct last year and 21 
the year before. There were, meanwhile, 19 
resignations last year and 11 the year 
before. Warnings ranged from verbal to 
final written versions. They were handed 
out to 87 staff over the two-year period. 

Now it is proposed to extend the time limit 
for first written warnings to 12 months and 
final written warnings to 24 months. 

A report on the disciplinary rules review 
said changes should “bring the policy and 
the rules more in line with the current chal¬ 
lenges faced by the council.” 

Action 

In all, 97 people faced disciplinary issues at 
the authority, which employed 6,374 people, 
in 2010/11. No one was redeployed and no 
action was taken in 17 cases, 37 instances 
were ongoing at the end of the financial year. 

The year before 99 people faced discipli¬ 
nary action. No one was redeployed and no 
action was taken in 21 cases. 

The dismissals included social worker 
Steve Simpson caught surfing for porn on 
his computer. Although he denied it, he was 
sacked and was suspended from the profes¬ 
sion for two years by the General Social Care 
Council in July last year. But the Health 
Education and Social Care Tribunal recently 
overturned the suspension and restored him 
to the register of social workers. 

Sandwell Council’s cabinet member for 
service improvement Cllr Mahboob Hussain 
said: “We have robust and fair disciplinary 
rules that we have reviewed to make easier 
for managers to use and to meet our needs 
as a council.” 



The Tipton’s Lee Judson with, from left, members Diane Morgan, 
Karen Churm, Nadeem Jabbar and Stephen Holmes 

ALMOST 700 members took part in Lee Judson, general manager 
The Tipton and Coseley Building sales and marketing said: “Conduct- 
Society’s annual customer service ing customer research gives us the 
survey and four lucky members have chance to learn from our members 
won a television for their efforts. and to get a better understanding of 

When asked to describe the qual- what the y ex P ect from us - 
ity of service offered by The Tipton, “Their views really do influence 
97 per cent of respondents rated it the way in which we operate and 
excellent or very good, 97 per cent their feedback is a driving force in 
said they would have no hesitation our ongoing development of our cus- 
in recommending the society to a tomer service standards and I would 
friend and 96 per cent felt the soci- like to thank each and every respon- 
ety’s sales leaflets were clear and dent for taking the time to get 
easy to understand. involved.” 


7 Dudley 

something new 

OPEN & ENROLMENT DAY 



Sat 7th January 2012 
10.00 am - 2.00 pm 
Broadway Campus 


FREE* training is available to you if: 

• You have recently been made redundant. 

• You are seeking employment. 

• You want to learn essential skills to help you 
get another job. 

• You left school this summer and haven’t 
started college or an apprenticeship yet. 

• You are taking your GCSEs and are not sure 
what you want to do when you leave school. 




Sign Up. Evolve with us. 

www.dudleycol.ac.uk Tel: 01384 363 363 


hands-on 

thinking 


*Examination and other fees may apply. A self declaration form must be completed at enrolment 
or if you are seeking employment an Award Notice must be brought to enrolment. 
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Hill Top, West Bromwich 



Fresh Deals 


50% 

EXTRA FREE 


The Co-operative Broccoli / Carrots / 
Baby New Potatoes 450g-1.125kg 


ANY 


FOI 


The Co-operative Chicken Breast Fillets 41 Og / The Co-operative 
Minced Beef 800g / The Co-operative Pork Loin Chops 550g 



Doritos / Dips 150g 300g 



Hardys Stamp 
of Australia 
Shiraz Cabernet 
Sauvignon / 
Chardonnay 
Semillion 75cl 


Spring Dairy 1% 
Fat Milk 2 Litres 





Fresh 
from our 
in-store 
bakery 



The Co-operative Onion Batons / Medium Petit Pains / 
White Batch / Tiger Rolls 4 Packs 


LARGE PACK BEERS 

ONLY 

£6.50 


Carlsberg / Foster’s / Carling 10x440ml / Budweiser 
12x300ml / Stella Artois 12x284ml / John Smith’s Extra 
Smooth / Strong bow 10x440ml / Bulmers Pear / Original 
Cider 6x568ml 



NOW 

OPEN 


Look what we 
have in-store! 

• Fresh Meat & Poultry 

• Fresh Fruit & Vegetables 

• In-store Bakery 

• Chilled Beers and Wines 

• Fairtrade Food 

• Healthy Living Range 

• Simply Value Food 

• Food To Go 

• News and Magazines 

• Fresh Flowers 

• Paypoint 

• Free Parking 

• No Fee Cash Machine 



The co-operative 


food 


Hill Top, West Bromwich, B70 ORZ 

Open: Monday - Saturday 7am - 10pm Sunday 10am - 4pm 

New Years Eve 7am - 6pm New Years Day CLOSED 


All offers valid until 3/1/12 or while stocks last. 
Offers subject to availability. 

Midlands Co-operative Society Limited 


Under 25? If you look under 25 please don’t be offended if we ask 
for proof of your age when you buy alcohol, drinkaware.co.uk 


Coupon valid until 03/01/12 

£3off 


when you spend £30 or more on your 
shopping at The Co-operative Food 
Hill Top, West Bromwich 

Excludes Tobacco products, Euros, Saving Stamps, 
Paypoint, Payzone, Lottery. One Coupon per transaction. 


■i miii ii mm mi 
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great price! 


Probably one of the largest showrooms in the country” 



A New Beds & Bedroom Furniture Department | A New Dining Room Department 
A New Extensive Sofa Department | Brand New Carpets & Flooring Department 




75'/. OFF! 

on brand name 

recommended 

retail prices 


quality where it matters... 

Walsall Road, Cannock, WSI I OJJ 

Telephone: 01543 570 759 

www.brianjamesfurnishings.co.uk 

Opening times Saturday 9am till 6pm. Sunday I I am till 4pm 


isfl 




D <£ ♦ 




MtOoni t • e • 0 r 


UK CM 


rouch 




ELAND* Kaymed 




ijgg}, uLslt t 
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Branded carpets from: A.W 
Abingdon,Wilton Royal, BrockAway 
Victoria, Kosset, Cormar; Bondworth, 
Ryalux, Axminster;Westex and 
many more... 


Brands Include: Sleepeezee, 
Cumfilux, Harrison Beds, Health 
Beds, Slumberland, Dunlopillo, 
Relyon and many more... 


A brand new bed department 
showcasing beds to suit every house 
& every budget Big selection of 
Pocket Sprung, Open Coil, Ortho 
and Memory Foam beds on display 


Opening times:Tuesday 20th December to Sunday 25th we are closed. 

Open on Boxing Day Monday 26th December from 9am 

quality where it matters... 

Walsall Road, Cannock, WSI I OJJ 

^ Telephone: 01543 570 759 

t* uro www.brianjamesfurnishings.co.uk 

JAMES 


all major credit and debit cards accepted 
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A special 
place for 
teachers 
to learn 

AN OLDBURY school has 
launched its state of the art 
TeacherLab to help its 
teachers improve and test 
out new ways of teaching 
subjects. 

The facility at Ormiston 
Sandwell Community Acad¬ 
emy on Lower City Road has 
been built in one of the 
classrooms, and is one of 12 
being set up within Ormis¬ 
ton Academies across the 
UK.It is an in-school tool to 
support the professional 
development of teachers. 

The TeacherLab provides 
a development space that 
normally requires staff to 
travel off site to find a suit¬ 
able facility. 

Cameras 

The state of the art room 
is lined with normal interac¬ 
tive white boards and those 
with 3D capability, it has a 
suite of laptops, 30 IPod 
touch players, a number of 
Flip video cameras and voice 
recorders. 

Teachers will be able to 
use their free lessons to use 
the room. It will also be used 
for teacher workshops and 
other staff training. 

Pupils will also get the 
chance to use the equipment 
within the TeacherLab, as it 
can be booked for specific 
lessons. 

TeacherLab has been 
developed by the principal 
and academy staff, in part¬ 
nership with the Education 
Foundation, to provide a 
focused and supportive envi¬ 
ronment for teachers. 


Teenager's horror as puppy 
is savaged by another dog 


A TEENAGER has spoken 
of the horrific moment she 
watched her beloved 
puppy being mauled to 
death by another dog. 

The 15-year-old said her family 
had been left devastated following 
the attack in Darlaston, and made 
a plea for other dog owners to keep 
their pets on a lead if they are 
aggressive. 

Police have told the distraught 
family that they are powerless to 
take action over the attack because 
it is two dogs fighting. 

Chantelle Manns described 
walking one-year-old puppy Max 
in Pine Avenue when another dog, 
believed to be a bull terrier, came 
racing from behind and locked its 
jaws on her pet. 

Snapped 

The Grace Academy pupil, who 
lives with mother Andrea, brother 
Mitchell, aged 16, and seven-year- 
old sister Abigail in Broadwaters 
Road, Darlaston, said the terrier 
snapped at her heels as she was on 
her bicycle and walking young 
Max. 

She grabbed her pet and 
dropped him on some grass on the 
other side of a small fence, think¬ 
ing she had kept him safe. 

But she said the other dog leapt 
over the fence and sank its teeth 
into him. 

She said: “He looked at me as if 
to say ‘Please help me!’ 

“He was trying to put his foot in 
the other dog’s face and the dog’s 
owner was trying to pull him off. ” 



Chantelle Manns, aged 15, with sister Abigail, seven, and a picture 

She said of her beloved pet: “I time. I didn’t want to see him 
was his best friend, he was the afterwards, so I can’t imagine 
family pet but I was the one to what Chantelle went through see- 
wash him and feed him.” ing him attacked. 

Mother Andrea, 36, said: “It’s “She was sick three times when 
been very traumatic at Christmas she came home that evening. ” 


)f dog Max Chantelle’s beloved pet dog, little terrier Max 

She added: “We did get the “I am concerned because what 
police involved. happens when the dog is loose 

“They looked into it, but again? 
because it’s a dog fighting another “It could happen to a child.” 
dog, there’s nothing they can do, The horrific attack happened on 
they said it was a civil matter. November 30. 


NEWS 

in brief 


Fleeing driver is 
spared from jail 

A DRIVER who fled from 
police at high speed 
because he had no insur¬ 
ance has been spared a 
prison sentence. 

Jamal Pottinger, 21, 
from Oldbury, was pursu¬ 
ed by officers in an attem¬ 
pt to shake off their patrol 
car. Pottinger drove the 
Renault Clio at 60mph in 
a 40mph limit in Hale¬ 
sowen, Wolverhampton 
Crown Court heard. 

Pottinger, of Romsley 
Road, admitted driving 
dangerously and without 
insurance and he was 
given a six-month jail 
term suspended for a year 
yesterday. He was also 
ordered to carry out 150 
hours community punish¬ 
ment and disqualified 
from driving for a year. 

RSPCA collection 
to be held at shop 

THE RSPCA will be 
appealing for donations 
from members of the pub¬ 
lic at a West Midlands pet 
store next month. 

Staff are looking for 
people to help with a col¬ 
lection at the Pets at 
Home store in Quinton on 
January 7 and 8. 

Anyone interested in 
helping should call com¬ 
munity fundraising man¬ 
ager for the centre, Helen 
Tuite on 07715 540518 or 
htuite@ rspca.org.uk 

Birdwatch trip 

THE Really Green Discov¬ 
ery Team will take young¬ 
sters to Sandwell Valley 
RSPB reserve for a bird¬ 
watching trip on January 7 
between 10am and midday. 
Book on 01922 459813. 


Leekes I Winter Sale 2011 


f> Sale 



THE INNOVATORS OF COMFORT 71 ' 



Stressless® comfort is now even more tempting, as this 
Stressless® Consul recliner in Batick cream leather with 
natural wood finish is now yours with immediate delivery 
for an irresistibly low £ 799 . So you save £380 and enjoy the 
unique comfort features only found on Stressless® recliners. 


m 

m 


Made in Norway 


© YEAR 

UARANTEE 


ON INTERNAL MECHANISM 


Experience the ultimate in comfort for less at our Stressless® 
Comfort studio today or visit www.stressless.co.uk 


Shop online at leekes.CO.uk Bilston, Great Bridge Road, West Midlands. WV14 8LB I Telephone 0845 050 8240 


■ Furniture ■ Beds ■ Carpets ■ Interior Design ■ Sound & Vision ■ Conservatories, Windows & Doors ■ Kitchens 

■ Accessories ■ Bathrooms ■ Fitness & Leisure Clothing ■ Lighting ■ Home Textiles ■ Fire Studio 


Leekes 

You're home 


Stressless® Consul recliner with footstool in Batick Cream leather with natural wood finish, was RRP £1179, now £799, saving £380 between 1 December 2011 and 29 February 2012. While stocks last at participating Stressless® retailers only. 
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* Now all as one to provide 
the fastest service 

' CALL BACK SERVICE 7 Days / 24 HOWS 



VISA 
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EUROCARD 
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Popping back 
after 10 years 

POP Will Eat Itself 
(PWEI) is coming to The 
Slade Rooms in Wolver¬ 
hampton in March. 

Following reunion tours 
from fellow Stourbridge 
bands Ned’s Atomic 
Dustbin and The Wonder 
Stuff, 2005 saw the 
Poppies back on patrol for 
the first time in nearly a 
decade. 

In 2011 the band re¬ 
formed again, with a new 
line-up that includes origi¬ 
nal band member Graham 
Crabb and co-vocalist Mary 
Byker from fellow grebos 
Gaye Bykers on Acid. 

The show will be on 
Friday, March 16. 

Christina heads 
for the Academy 

SINCE the release of her 
radio smash single, Jar of 
Hearts, Christina Perri 
has sold more than 
100,000 of her debut 
album, Lovestrong. 

She has now announced 
her first ever UK headline 
tour, which includes a 
Birmingham date when 
she appears at Academy 2 
on January 20. 

Her current single, A 
Thousand Years features 
on the Breaking Dawn - 
Part 1 Soundtrack and her 
next single, Arms will be 
released early next year. 

Don’t Panic 

US rock band Panic! At 
The Disco are back in 
January for a UK headline 
tour following the release 
of their third LP Vices and 
Virtues earlier this year. 
They will be appearing at 
the 02 Arena on January 
29. 


Ballet, music and laughs 
set for theatre’s busy year 


BIRMINGHAM Hippodrome is looking ahead 
to one of its busiest 12 months ever with the 
announcement of a host of productions with 
a multitude of world-class shows. 


Classic rock 
to get you 
stomping 

A VIRTUOSO band of some 
of the finest musicians 
perform an amazing mix of 
selected tracks from the 10 
best-selling rock albums of 
all time, plus a special 
anthem-by-anthem climax 
to a show at Birmingham 
Town Hall on January 12. 

Featuring highlights 
from, The Eagles - Greatest 
Hits, Led Zeppelin - IV 
Fleetwood Mac - Rumours, 
Dire Straits - Brothers In 
Arms, Pink Floyd - Dark 
Side of the Moon & The Wall, 
Elton John - Goodbye 
Yellow Brick Road, Bruce 
Springsteen - Born to Run, 
AC/DC - Back In Black and 
Meat Loaf - Bat out of Hell, 
plus encore songs from Jimi 
Hendrix, Lynyrd Skynyrd 
and The Who. 

The 150 minutes of classic 
rock’s best moments guar¬ 
antee soar throats. 


New productions include 
the Birmingham debut of 
Cape Town Opera with the 
Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess, 
in the 75th anniversary of 
the composer’s death; the 
West End production of 
Sister Act co-produced by 
Whoopi Goldberg; the 
return of Irish stand-up 
Dara O Briain; comedian 
Kevin Bridges, who makes 
his first visit to the Hippo¬ 
drome; the much loved 
musical Blood Brothers; and 
the new 2012/13 pan¬ 
tomime, Robinson Crusoe 
and the Caribbean Pirates! 

Further 2012 highlights 
include a final date for Cal¬ 
endar Girls; the 20th 
anniversary tour of Matt¬ 
hew Bourne’s Nutcracker!; 
Cameron Mackintosh’s pro¬ 
duction of the Lionel Bart 
classic, Oliver! with Neil 
Morrissey and Brian Conley 
sharing the starring role of 
Fagin; a half-term family 
treat Stomp; the new 
musical I Dreamed a Dream 
featuring Susan Boyle and 
the world premiere of Faster, 
Higher, Stronger a one-act 
ballet by Birmingham Royal 
Ballet artistic director David 
Bintley. 



Reviews 


Snow White. Grand Theatre 

SHE’s back and she certainly is the 
queen of panto. Linda Lusardi is not 
new to the city but she just gets better 
and better. She may have been the 
Queen of Mean in the Grand Theatre 
pantomime Snow White but she cer¬ 
tainly gave her all with her perform¬ 
ance. 

She literally ruled the stage and was 
an absolute treat, especially for the dads 
when she stripped down to her undies. 

The whole production was delightful. 
The Grumbleweeds brought a wealth of 
humour for all ages. Yes, we may have 
heard some of the jokes before but their 
delivery was superb. 

There was some criticism over the use 
of children instead of paying for midgets 
as the dwarves but the costumes were 
good and it worked well, although there 
was a lot of arm flapping from the kids, 
which did get a bit irritating after a 
while. 

The panto teamed Linda up with her 
husband Sam Kane as the Prince and 
Eloise Irving as Snow White, who had a 
lovely voice but looked more like Alice in 
Wonderland when she first appeared on 
stage rather than the young Snow 
White. Niki Evans as Fairy Loreelei also 
had a lovely voice and good stage pres¬ 
ence. And as expected, the costumes and 
scenery were very well done and all in 
all a superb production. Oh, yes it is! 

SUE ATTWATER 


The Complete Beatles. 

Prince of Wales Centre, 

Cannock 

THE MUSIC of the Beatles will 
always live on, but in the absence of 
the real thing, it needs an authentic 
tribute band to recreate the sounds 
and harmonies of the Fab Four. 

The Complete Beatles did just that. 

To my mind, a Beatles tribute 
needs a left-handed Paul to be truly 
authentic, and these did. The band 
had the voices and the mannerisms of 
to a tee and from the opening number 
I Saw Her Standing There, it was 
clear these were no fake artists. 

Nowhere Man and This Boy were 
particularly well delivered, while the 
whole crowd was invited to join with 
Hey Jude. 

Hit after hit followed and there 
were album tracks as well as cameos 
from ‘Ringo’ in the form of Act Natu¬ 
rally and With A Little Help From My 
Friends. 

George’s contribution songwise 
was restricted to rock ’n’ roll 
numbers including Roll Over 
Beethoven - and, despite being on 
stage for around two hours, there 
were still so many songs that could 
have been included in the set list. 

It was, however, a must for all 
Beatles fans. 

MARK SHIPP 


Linda Lusardi who stars as the 
Queen of Mean in Snow White and 
the Seven Dwarfs at The Grand 


Chicago 
and all 
that jazz 
blows in 

MURDER, greed, corrup¬ 
tion, exploitation, adultery 
and treachery ... all those 
things we hold near and dear 
to our hearts ... so begins 
the international award¬ 
winning musical Chicago. 

And it will be coming to 
Birmingham next year star¬ 
ring Ali Bastian as Roxie 
Hart, Stefan Booth as Billy 
Flynn, Tupele Dorgu as 
Velma Kelly and Bernie 
Nolan as Mama Morton. 

Based on real life events 
back in the roaring 1920s, 
nightclub singer Roxie Hart 
shoots her lover and along 
with Cell Block rival, 
double-murderess Velma 
Kelly, they fight to keep from 
death row with the help of 
smooth talking lawyer, Billy 
Flynn. 

Created by the musical 
theatre talents of John 
Kander, Fred Ebb and leg¬ 
endary choreographer Bob 
Fosse, Chicago’s sexy, sassy 
score includes All That Jazz 
and Razzle Dazzle. 

Bastian is a regular 
fixture on British television 
screens, having played the 
long-running roles of Becca 
in Hollyoaks and Sally Arm¬ 
strong in The Bill. In 2009 
she reached the semi-finals 
of BBC’s Strictly Come 
Dancing. 

The show will be at the 
New Alexandra Theatre, 
from March 5 to 10. 






BUYERS OF... 


Gold, Silver, Platinum, Palladium, Pre 47 Silver coins, 
Euro Notes, Euro Coins 
(1 Carat +) Diamonds Diamond Jewellery & 
melting service 


\ Accurately 
i calibrated 
^scales used J 


45p/gram 

45p/gram (minimum) for charm 
bracelets and Albert chains 
Any silver articles hallmarked are priced per piece 

All Rolex Watches Wanted 
All Omega Watches Wanted 
All Pocket Watches Wanted 

ANTIQUE ARTICLES WANTED ALSO... 




RING FOR DAILY PRICES 

Prices correct at the time of printing 
and are subject to change daily 



ZD 

WE 

SEI 

: BUY 
LLEUf 

AND 

ID’S 

y 



Birmingham 
0121 236 8519 

6 Warstone Mews, 
Jewellery Quarter, 
Birmingham B18 6JB 


Birmingham 

0121 554 8917 

36 Vyse Street 
Jewellery Quarter, 
Birmingham B18 6JY 
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Oven & BBQ Wipes - available from 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV1 


Channel 4 


Channel 5 


Digital 



6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 New Year’s 
Eve Saturday Kitchen. 11.30 Nigel 
Slater’s Simple Suppers. (R) 
12.00 BBC News; Regional 
News; Weather. 12.15 Football 
Focus. 1.00 Formula 1: 2011 
Season Review. 2.00 Film: The 
Pacifier. (2005) Comedy, with Vin 
Diesel. 3.30 A Question of Sport. 
(R) 4.00 Final Score. 5.10 BBC 
News; Regional News; Weather. 

5.30 Comic Relief 2011: What a 
Cracker. (R) 

6.25 Winter Wipeout. 

Richard Hammond and 
Amanda Byram present 
a winter-themed version 
of Total Wipeout, which 
sees the contestants 
tackling an all-new 
snow-covered course. 

7.25 FILM: Pirates of the 
Caribbean: At World’s 
End. (2007) The 
swashbuckling rogues 
join forces with old foe 
Barbossa to rescue 
Captain Jack Sparrow 
from the land of the 
dead. Adventure sequel, 
with Johnny Depp. 

10.00 BBC News; Weather. 

10.20 Match of the Day. Gary 
Lineker presents 
highlights of today’s 
Premier League 
clashes, including 
Swansea City v 
Tottenham Hotspur and 
Manchester United v 
Blackburn Rovers. 

11.40 The National Lottery 
Saturday Night Draws. 
OJ Borg announces the 
all-important numbers. 

11.50 New Year Live 2011. 

Jake Humphrey 
welcomes in 2012. 

12.15 Lee Mack Going Out Live; 
National Lottery Update. 1.15 
Michael McIntyre’s Christmas 
Comedy Roadshow. (R) 2.15 
Weatherview. 2.20 BBC News. 


6.00 CBeebies. 7.05 CBBC. 10.05 
Film: Home on the Range. (2004) 
Disney animated comedy, with 
the voice of Roseanne Barr. 11.15 
Film: First Daughter. (2004) 
Romantic comedy, starring Katie 
Holmes and Marc Blucas. 12.55 
Escape to the Country. (R) 1.35 
Film: Viva Knievel! (1977) 
Adventure, starring Evel Knievel 
and Lauren Hutton. 3.15 
Springwatch Christmas Special. 
4.45 Film: The Guns of Navarone. 
(1961) Second World War 
adventure, starring Gregory Peck. 



7.15 Flog It! From Stoke-on- 
Trent. (R) 

8.00 Morecambe & Wise: 

The Show What Paul 
Merton Did. Paul 
Merton hosts a 
celebration of the 
comedy duo. (R) 

9.00 Eric & Ernie. One-off 
drama about 
Morecambe and Wise’s 
early years, from their 
meeting on the children’s 
variety circuit to their 
first TV appearances. 
Victoria Wood and Jim 
Moir star. (R) 

10.30 Parkinson, Morecambe 
& Wise. Michael 
Parkinson looks back at 
his 1972 interview with 
the comedy duo. (R) 

11.15 Jools’Annual 

Hootenanny 2011. With 
Cyndi Lauper, Jessie J, 
James Morrison and 
the Vaccines. 

1.30 Glastonbury Best Bits 2011. 

(R) 3.35 Close. 


6.00 CITV: Mini CITV. 725 CITV. 

7.55 Film: Scooby-Doo and the 
Alien Invaders. (2000) Animated 
adventure, with the voice of Jeff 
Bennett. 9.25 Monk. 9.30 Horrid 
Henry. (R) 9.45 Funniest Ever 
You’ve Been Framed! (R) 10.45 
Coronation Street. 1.30 ITV News; 
Weather. 1.45 Film: Pride and 
Prejudice. (2005) Period drama, 
starring Keira Knightley. 4.05 
Film: The Queen. (2006) Oscar- 
winning biographical drama, 
starring Helen Mirren. 

6.05 Regional Programmes. 

6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 Harry Hill’s TV Burp 
Xmas Special. (R) 

7.00 Westlife: For the Last 
Time. The boys perform 
their greatest hits in a 
farewell special. (R) 

8.00 The Cube. Two more 
contestants take on the 
challenge. Last in the 
s@ri6s 

9.00 Brand New It’ll Be 
Alright on the Night 2. 

Selection of TV 
bloopers, presented by 
Griff Rhys Jones. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 



10.15 The Nation’s Favourite 
Bee Gees Song. (R) 
11.45 ITV News and 

Countdown to 2012. 

12.05 That Was 2011: The ITV 
News Review of the Year. 1.05 
Film: The Blues Brothers. (1980) 
Comedy, starring John Belushi 
and Dan Aykroyd; ITV News 
Headlines. 3.20 In Plain Sight. (R) 

4.50 ITV Nightscreen. 5.55 ITV 
Morning News. 


6.00 The Treacle People. (R) 6.10 
The Hoobs. (R) 6.35 The Hoobs. 
(R) 7.00 GT Academy. 7.30 
Extreme Sailing Series. 8.00 The 
Morning Line. 8.55 T4: The Big 
Bang Theory. 9.25 T4: The Big 
Bang Theory. 9.50 T4: 

Shipwrecked: The Island. 10.50 
T4: Beyonce Live at Roseland. 

11.55 Film: Three Men and a 
Baby. (1987) Comedy, starring 
Tom Selleck, Ted Danson and 
Steve Guttenberg. 1.55 Channel 4 
Racing. 3.55 The Simpsons. (R) 

4.25 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

4.55 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

5.25 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

5.55 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.25 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.55 Channel 4 News. 

705 4thought.tv. 

710 FILM: Porridge. (1979) 
Comedy spin-off from 
the TV series, with 
Ronnie Barker and 
Richard Beckinsale. 



9.00 Alan Carr’s New Year 
Specstacular. With 
Jonathan Ross, David 
Walliams, Heston 
Blumenthal and JLS. 

11.35 Rude Tube: Epic 

Christmas. Alex Zane 
presents the 50 greatest 
festive internet videos. 

12.40 The Simpsons. 1.10 Film: 
Invasion of the Body Snatchers. 
(1956) Sci-fi thriller, starring Kevin 
McCarthy. 2.30 Southland. 3.15 
St Elsewhere. (R) 4.05 Brave 
New World with Stephen 
Hawking. (R) 5.00 Brothers & 
Sisters. (R) 5.50 Sali Mali. (R) 

5.55 The Hoobs. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 
Impossible? 11.00 World’s 
Strongest Man 2011. (R) 12.00 Ice 
Road Truckers. (R) 12.55 Ben 
Hur. (R) 4.35 Film: 21. (2008) 
Premiere. Drama, starring Kevin 
Spacey. 

6.55 5 News Weekend. 

700 World’s Strongest Man 
2011. James Richardson 
and Caroline Pearce 
present heat five of the 
finals from Wingate 
University, North 
Carolina, where the 
line-up for the final was 
set to be decided. 

8.00 TV’s 50 Greatest Magic 
Tricks. A rundown of 
illusions that have stood 
the test of time on the 
small screen, featuring 
Penn and Teller, Derren 
Brown, David Blaine, 
Paul Daniels and new 
kid on the block 
Dynamo. 

10.40 FILM: Up the Front. 

(1972) A cowardly 
footman is hypnotised 
into enlisting during the 
First World War, and 
ends up being tattooed 
with secret German 
plans. Comedy, starring 
Frankie Howerd and 
Zsa Zsa Gabor. 

12.25 Comedy Kings: Best of Just 
for Laughs. With Dara O Briain, 
Jack Whitehall and Louis CK. (R) 

12.50 SuperCasino. Live 
interactive gaming. 4.00 Great 
Artists. Greek artist El Greco. (R) 

4.25 Divine Designs. British 
religious art. (R) 4.50 County 
Secrets. Historical spotlight on 
scenic counties in the UK. (R) 
5.00 Hana’s Helpline. (R) 5.10 
The Milkshake! Show. Shake has 
lots of fun with his new bike. (R) 
5.35 Thomas & Friends. (R) 5.45 
Roary the Racing Car. Flash 
challenges Roary to a race. (R) 


ITV2 

3.45 Film: Free Willy (1993) 6.05 Film: The 
Polar Express (2004) 8.00 Film: Dante’s Peak 
(1997) 10.00 Celebrity Juice: 2041 - A Juice 
Odyssey 11.00 Tweets of the Year 

ITV3 

3.45 Film: Arthur 2: On the Rocks (1988) 6.00 
Agatha Christie’s Poirot 700 A Royal Year to 
Remember 8.00 Agatha Christie’s Poirot 

ITV4 

1.20 Film: The Battle of Midway (1976) 4.00 
Film: Horizons West (1952) 5.45 Film: Lonely 
Are the Brave (1962) 8.00 Film: The 
Magnificent Seven Ride! (1972) 10.00 Film: 
Mad Max 2 (1981) 

BBCTHREE 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes III: Not in 3D 9.00 
Most Annoying People of 2011 

BBC FOUR 

700 Birmingham Royal Ballet’s Cinderella 9.00 
Motown at the BBC 10.00 Edinburgh Comedy 
Live 11.00 Charlie Brooker’s 2011 Wipe 

E4 

3.30 Sorority Girls 4.35 Desperate 
Scousewives 5.35 Scrubs 6.35 The Big Bang 
Theory 730 Happy Endings 8.00 How I Met 
Your Mother 8.30 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 
Film: Mean Girls (2004) 10.50 The Big Bang 
Theory 

FILM4 

3.10 The Lavender Hill Mob (1951) 4.50 The 
Three Musketeers (1993) 6.55 Footloose 
(1984) 9.00 Four Lions (2010) Four British 
Muslims form an incompetent terrorist cell and 
hatch a scheme to attack the London 
marathon. Chris Morris’ satirical comedy, 
starring Rizwan Ahmed, Kayvan Novak, Nigel 
Lindsay, Adeel Akhtar, Arsher Ali, Preeya 
Kalidas and Julia Davis. 11.00 Rushmore 
(1999) A student causes chaos at a private 
school when he develops a crush on a teacher. 
Comedy drama, starring Jason Schwartzman 
and Bill Murray. 



Coming Soon 
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6.00 Breakfast. 8.40 Match of the 
Day. (R) 10.00 Winter Wipeout. 
(R) 11.00 Film: Mouse Hunt. 
(1997) Slapstick comedy, starring 
Lee Evans and Nathan Lane. 
12.35 BBC News; Weather. 12.45 
The Archbishop of Canterbury's 
New Year Message. 12.50 Songs 
of Praise - New Year's Day Big 
Sing. 1.30 Film: Wallace & Gromit 
in The Curse of the Were-Rabbit. 
(2005) Oscar-winning animated 
adventure, with the voice of Peter 
Sallis. 2.50 Film: The Chronicles 
of Narnia: Prince Caspian. (2008) 
Fantasy adventure sequel, 
starring Ben Barnes. 5.05 BBC 
News; Regional News; Weather. 

5.30 Film: Bolt. (2008) Premiere. 
Animated adventure, with the 
voice of John Travolta. 

7.00 EastEnders. Extended 
episode. Pat's friends 
and family gather by her 
bedside as her 
condition deteriorates 
rapidly - but the person 
she wants to see most 
of all, her son David, is 
not there. 

8.10 Sherlock. New series. 
Holmes investigates a 
case of blackmail 
threatening to topple the 
monarchy - only to 
become engaged in a 
battle of wits with a 
woman as brilliant as 
himself. 

9.40 Absolutely Fabulous. 

Edina tries to win 
Saffy's respect. 

10.10 BBC News; Regional 
News; Weather. 

10.35 Adele Live at the Royal 
Albert Hall. Coverage 
of the singer in concert 
in September 2011. 

11.35 FILM: Cold Mountain. 
(2003) Period drama, 
starring Nicole Kidman. 

2.00 Weatherview. 2.05 BBC 
News. 


6.00 CBBC. 9.55 Film: Gun Fury. 
(1953) Western, starring Rock 
Hudson. 11.15 New Year's Day 
Concert from Vienna 2012.12.40 
Film: Dean Spanley. (2008) 
Comedy, with Sam Neill, Peter 
O'Toole and Jeremy Northam. 
2.15 Film: Force 10 from 
Navarone. (1978) Second World 
War adventure sequel, starring 
Harrison Ford. 4.15 The 
Archbishop of Canterbury's New 
Year Message. (R) 4.20 Film: The 
Eagle Has Landed. (1976) 
Adventure, with Michael Caine. 



6.30 You Have Been 
Watching - David Croft. 

A tribute to the TV 
comedy writer. (R) 

7.30 Dad's Army. Captain 
Mainwaring puts the 
defence of the realm 
before personal pride, 
resulting in problems. 
Classic comedy with 
the Home Guard, with 
Arthur Lowe. (R) 

8.00 Great Barrier Reef. New 
series. Monty Halls 
explores the Australian 
coral reef and the 
wildlife that inhabits it. 

9.00 A History of Ancient 
Britain Special: 
Orkney's Stone Age 
Temple. A newly 
discovered 5,000-year- 
old temple on Orkney 

10.00 Match of the Day 2. 

11.00 Ql XL. (R) 

11.45 FILM: Broken Flowers. 
(2005) Comedy drama, 
starring Bill Murray. 

1.25 BBC News. 2.30 Close. 


6.00 CITV: Mini CITV. 7.25 CITV. 
8.05 Film: Scooby-Doo and the 
Cyber Chase. (2001) Animated 
adventure, with the voice of Bob 
Bergen. 9.25 Film: Beethoven. 
(1991) Canine comedy, starring 
Charles Grodin. 11.00 Film: 
Licence to Kill. (1989) James 
Bond spy thriller, starring Timothy 
Dalton. 1.30 ITV News; Weather. 
1.40 Inspector Morse. (R) 3.45 
Downton Abbey. (R) 5.45 ITV 
News; Weather. 

6.00 New You've Been 

Framed Top 100 Kids! 

Harry Hill narrates a 
selection of camcorder 
calamities and viewers' 
mobile-phone footage 
from the archives, 
featuring messy eaters, 
troublesome teens and 
sibling rivalries. 

7.00 FILM: Harry Potter and 
the Half-Blood Prince. 
(2009) Premiere. The 
wizard must uncover 
the secrets of Lord 
Voldemort's past to try 
to end his reign of 
terror. Fantasy starring 
Daniel Radcliffe. 

9.45 The Unforgettable John 
Thaw. A tribute to the 
much-loved actor. 

10.45 ITV News; Weather. 



11.00 FILM: Analyze This. 

(1999) Comedy, starring 
Robert De Niro. 


12.55 Premiership Rugby Union; 
ITV News Headlines. 1.50 Film: 
The Whole Ten Yards. (2004) 3.25 
ITV Nightscreen. 5.55 ITV 
Morning News. 


6.20 The Hoobs. (R) 6.45 Film: 
The Land Before Time. (1988) 
Animated adventure, with the 
voice of Gabriel Damon. 8.00 
Film: Arctic Tale. (2007) Premiere. 
Documentary on Arctic wildlife. 

9.45 Film: The Bridge on the 
River Kwai. (1957) Oscar-winning 
Second World War drama, 
starring Alec Guinness. 12.50 
Channel 4 Racing. 3.20 Film: True 
Grit. (1969) Western, starring 
John Wayne. 5.45 Channel 4 
News. 5.55 4thought.tv. 

6.00 Deal or No Deal. Beat- 
the-banker game show. 

700 Come Dine with Me. 
Sheila Whelan Duffy 
hosts the first dinner 
party in Londonderry, 
Northern Ireland. 

8.00 The Hotel. New series. 
Documentary exploring 
life at the Grosvenor 
Hotel, Torquay. 



9.00 Bear's Wild Weekend 
with Jonathan Ross. 

Survival expert Bear 
Grylls takes the chat 
show host to little- 
known Canary Island 
La Palma, where they 
trek through dense 
jungle and walk down 
an active volcano. 

10.00 Hacks. 

11.05 Big Fat Quiz of the Year 
2011. (R) 

1.10 American Football Live. A 
match from the final weekend of 
the season. 4.45 Road to London 
2012: That Paralympic Show. (R) 

5.10 Post Modern Pastimes. (R) 
5.25 Brothers & Sisters. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 
Fifi and the Flowertots. (R) 6.25 
Fireman Sam. (R) 6.40 Harry and 
His Bucket Full of Dinosaurs. (R) 

6.50 Castle Farm. (R) 6.55 Igam 
Ogam. (R) 7.05 Roobarb and 
Custard Too. (R) 7.15 The 
Milkshake! Show. (R) 7.35 Make 
Way for Noddy. (R) 7.45 Bert and 
Ernie's Great Adventures. (R) 

7.50 Little Princess. (R) 8.05 Mio 
Mao. (R) 8.10 Olivia. (R) 8.25 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 8.30 The 
Adventures of Bottle Top Bill and 
His Best Friend Corky. (R) 8.40 
Angelina Ballerina. 8.55 Rupert 
Bear. (R) 9.05 Ben and Holly's 
Little Kingdom. (R) 9.15 The Mr 
Men Show. (R) 9.30 Roary the 
Racing Car. (R) 9.40 Mist: 
Sheepdog Tales. (R) 10.00 Meals 
in Moments. (R) 10.15 Meerkat 
Manor. (R) 10.45 The Top 10 
Aussie Soap Moments 2011. 

11.45 World's Strongest Man 
2011. (R) 12.45 Film: Seven 
Brides for Seven Brothers. (1954) 
Musical Western, starring Howard 
Keel. 2.50 Film: The Wizard of Oz. 
(1939) Musical fantasy, starring 
Judy Garland. 4.55 Film: Return 
to Oz. (1985) Fantasy adventure, 
starring Fairuza Balk. 

6.55 5 News Weekend. 

700 World's Strongest Man 
2011. The final from 
Wingate University, 

North Carolina. 

8.00 An Audience with 

Dame Edna: 1980. (R) 
9.15 Most Shocking 

Celebrity Moments of 
2011. (R) 

12.10 The Truth About Cheryl 
Cole. (R) 1.10 SuperCasino. 4.00 
Meals in Moments. (R) 4.10 
Nick's Quest. (R) 4.35 Divine 
Designs. (R) 5.00 Hana's 

Helpline. (R) 5.10 The Milkshake! 
Show. (R) 5.35 Thomas & 
Friends. (R) 5.45 Roary the 
Racing Car. (R) 


ITV2 

2.45 Film: Richie Rich (1994) 4.45 Film: Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory (2005) 7.00 All Star 
Family Fortunes Christmas Special 8.00 The 
Cube Celebrity Special 9.00 Film: I Am Legend 
(2007) 11.00 Film: Terminator 2: Judgment Day 
(1991) 

ITV3 

3.50 Film: Carry On Camping (1969) 5.45 Film: 
Doc Hollywood (1991) 745 Lewis. A woman's 
murder is copied from the pages of a novel. 

9.45 Film: Sophie's Choice (1982) 

ITV4 

3.20 Film: The Battle of Midway (1976) 6.00 
Film: 633 Squadron (1964) 8.00 Premiership 
Rugby Union 9.00 Film: Nighthawks (1981) 
11.00 Film: Coogan's Bluff (1968) 

BBCTHREE 

7.00 Film: WALL.E (2008) 8.30 BURN.E 8.40 
Pixar: 25 Magic Moments 9.40 Film: Ratatouille 
(2007) 11.20 EastEnders 

BBC FOUR 

7.00 New Year's Day Concert from Vienna 2012 
9.00 Film: Half a Sixpence (1967) 11.20 Come 
Bell Ringing with Charles Hazlewood 

E4 

3.45 Being Erica 4.40 Samantha Who? 5.10 
Film: Black Knight (2001) 7.00 Film: Crocodile 
Dundee (1986) 9.00 World's Greatest Body 
Shockers - Part 1 10.00 Tim Minchin: Ready 
for This? 11.45 PhoneShop 

FILM4 

2.10 Journey to the Center of the Earth (2008) 
4.00 Night at the Museum: Battle of the 
Smithsonian (2009) 6.05 Transformers (2007) 
Sci-fi action adventure, starring Shia LaBeouf 
and Megan Fox. 8.50 The Iron Lady Interview 
Special 9.00 Ferris Bueller's Day Off (1986) A 
cocky teenager plays truant from school and 
spends the day dragging his friends into all 
manner of adventures in the big city. Comedy, 
with Matthew Broderick and Jennifer Grey. 
11.00 Scary Movie (2000) 
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Jondor? 

❖ Free no obligation 

consultation and design 
service 
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the manufacturer, 
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❖ Fully fitted or 
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❖ All gas Corgi registered & 
all electrical work 
Part P registered 



* 0 % Interest free 
credit available 

Visit our 
Showroom 
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;_ the puA.se_ 


Monday | 

| Tuesday 

1 

Wednesday 

1 

Thursday 

1 

Friday 




6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 Wanted Down 
•Under. 9.45 Homes Under the 
Hammer. 10.45 Saints and Scroungers. 11.30 
Britain’s Empty Homes. 12.00 Bargain Hunt. 12.45 
BBC News; Weather. 1.00 Regional News; 
Weather. 1.10 Film: Race to Witch Mountain. 
(2009) 2.45 Film: Sister Act 2: Back in the Habit. 
(1993) 4.30 Final Score. 5.10 BBC News; Weather. 

5.25 Regional News Programmes; Weather. 5.35 
Celebrity Mastermind. 6.05 Film: Indiana Jones 
and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull. (2008) 8.00 
EastEnders. 8.30 EastEnders: Farewell Pat. 9.00 
The Royal Bodyguard. 9.30 Mrs Brown’s Boys. 
10.00 BBC News. 10.10 Regional News; Weather. 

10.20 Match of the Day. 11.30 Film: Point Break. 
(1991) 1.25 Weatherview. 1.30 Sign Zone: Who Do 
You Think You Are? (R) 2.30 Holby City. (R) 3.30 
MasterChef: The Professionals. (R) 4.00 You’ve 
Been Scammed. (R) 4.45 BBC News. 


1 :1 6.00 CBeebies. 7.00 CBBC. 9.15 

Film: Two Brothers. (2004) 10.55 
Film: Win a Date with Tad Hamilton! (2004) 12.25 
EastEnders. 3.00 Real Rescues. (R) 3.45 Flog It! 
4.30 Perfection. 5.15 Put Your Money Where Your 
Mouth Is. 6.00 Eggheads. 6.30 Great British 
Railway Journeys. 7.00 Baking Made Easy. (R) 
7.30 A Question of Taste. 8.00 University 
Challenge. 8.30 An Island Parish. 9.00 Armando’s 
Tale of Charles Dickens. 10.00 Film: Revolutionary 
Road. (2008) 11.50 Film: Hideous Kinky. (1998) 
1.25 BBC News. 4.20 Close. 

IbiHle.OO CITV: Mini CITV. 7.25 CITV. 7.55 
Film: Clifford’s Really Big Movie. (2005) 
9.25 Film: Beethoven’s 2nd. (1993) 11.00 You’ve 
Been Framed! (R) 11.30 Film: You’ve Got Mail. 
(1998) 1.45 I TV News; Weather. 1.55 Regional 
News; Weather. 2.00 Agatha Christie’s Poirot. (R) 
3.55 Film: Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s 
Stone. (2001) 6.35 Regional News; Weather. 6.45 
ITV News; Weather. 7.00 Emmerdale. 7.30 
Coronation Street. 8.00 Cornwall. 8.30 Coronation 
Street. 9.00 Endeavour. 11.00 ITV News; Weather. 
11.15 Film: Die Another Day. (2002) 1.40 The Zone; 
ITV News. 3.35 ITV Nightscreen. 4.55 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 5.55 ITV Morning News. 


Channel 4 


6.10 The Treacle People. 
■(R) 6.20 The Hoobs. (R) 

6.45 The Hoobs. (R) 7.10 Freshly Squeezed. 7.35 
According to Jim. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.35 Everybody Loves Raymond. 
(R) 9.05 Frasier. (R) 9.35 Frasier. (R) 10.10 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.40 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 11.05 The Simpsons. (R) 11.40 The Simpsons. 
(R) 12.10 Film: Baby’s Day Out. (1994) 2.00 Film: 
Von Ryan’s Express. (1965) 4.15 Deal or No Deal. 

5.15 Channel 4 News. 5.25 4thought.tv. 5.30 The 
Simpsons. (R) 6.00 Hollyoaks. 6.30 The Channel 
4 Mash Up. 6.35 The Million Pound Drop: The 
Channel 4 Mash Up. 6.55 Come Dine with Me - 
Made in Chelsea: The Channel 4 Mash Up. 7.30 
Location, Location, Location: The Channel 4 Mash 
Up. 7.55 The Million Pound Drop: The Channel 4 
Mash Up. 8.15 Come Dine with Me - Made in 
Chelsea: The Channel 4 Mash Up. 8.45 River 
Cottage: The Channel 4 Mash Up. 9.05 Countdown 
- 8 Out of 10 Cats: The Channel 4 Mash Up. 9.35 
The Million Pound Drop: The Channel 4 Mash Up. 
10.00 The Bank Job. 11.05 Comedy Showcase: 
The Angelos Neil Epithemiou Show. (R) 11.35 
Random Acts. (R) 11.40 Hacks. (R) 12.45 Music on 
4: Inputoutput. 1.00 No, No, No. (R) 1.05 Coming 
Up: Magic. (R) 1.30 Jon Snow’s 2011. (R) 2.25 The 
Year the Earth Went Wild. (R) 3.20 Ozone. (R) 
3.40 Brave New World with Stephen Hawking. (R) 

4.35 St Elsewhere. (R) 5.25 Brothers & Sisters. (R) 

3.00 Milkshake! 10.00 
■ inside Hollywood. 10.05 
Meerkat Manor. (R) 10.40 World’s Strongest Man 
2011. (R) 11.40 5 News Lunchtime. 11.50 Film: 
Custer of the West. (1967) 2.35 Magic Beyond 
Words: The JK Rowling Story. 4.20 Film: The 
Slipper and the Rose. (1976) 7.00 The Hotel 
Inspector; (R) 5 News Update. 8.00 The Greatest 
Ever Carry On Films; (R) 5 News at 9. 9.00 Film: 
Hitch. (2005) Romantic comedy, starring Will 
Smith, Eva Mendes and Kevin James. Includes 5 
News Update. 11.25 Film: I Still Know What You 
Did Last Summer. (1998) 1.20 SuperCasino. 4.05 
Meals in Moments. (R) 4.15 Grey’s Anatomy. 5.00 
County Secrets. (R) 5.10 Wildlife SOS. (R) 


Channel 5 




[=1=7316.00 Breakfast. 9.15 Wanted Down 
Under. 10.00 Homes Under the 
Hammer; BBC News; Weather. 11.00 Saints and 
Scroungers. 11.45 Britain’s Empty Homes; BBC 
News; Weather. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. 1.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 1.30 Regional News; Weather. 

1.45 Doctors. 2.15 Escape to the Country. 3.00 
BBC News; Weather; Regional News. 3.05 CBBC. 

5.15 Pointless. 6.00 BBC News; Weather. 6.30 
Regional News Programmes; Weather. 7.00 
Celebrity Mastermind. 7.30 EastEnders; BBC 
News; Regional News. 8.00 Holby City. 9.00 
Public Enemies. 10.00 BBC News. 10.25 Regional 
News; Weather.; National Lottery Update. 10.35 
Lee Mack Going Out Live. (R) 11.35 The Graham 
Norton Show. (R) 12.20 Weatherview. 12.25 Sign 
Zone: Frozen Planet. (R) 1.25 James May’s Man 
Lab. (R) 2.25 MasterChef: The Professionals. (R) 

3.25 You’ve Been Scammed. (R) 4.10 BBC News. 

1 6.00 CBeebies. 7.00 CBBC. 8.25 
CBeebies. 11.50 Film: A Goofy Movie. 
(1995) Animated comedy, with the voice of Bill 
Farmer. 1.00 One Man and His Campervan. (R) 

1.30 To Buy or Not to Buy. (R) 2.15 Weakest Link. 
3.00 Real Rescues. (R) 3.45 Flog It! 4.30 
Perfection. 5.15 Put Your Money Where Your 
Mouth Is. 6.00 Eggheads. 6.30 Great British 
Railway Journeys. 7.00 Hairy Bikers’ Best of 
British. (R) 8.00 Weird Nature. 9.00 King George 
and Queen Mary: The Royals Who Rescued the 
Monarchy. 10.00 Have I Got Old News for You. (R) 

10.30 Newsnight; Weather. 11.20 Charlie Brooker’s 
2011 Wipe. (R) 12.20 BBC News. 4.15 Close. 

11 JfZ 16.00 Daybreak. 8.30 Lorraine. 9.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. 10.30 This Morning. 

12.30 Loose Women. 1.30 ITV News; Weather. 

1.55 Regional News; Weather. 2.00 Dickinson’s 
Real Deal. (R) 3.00 Lewis. (R) 4.59 Regional 
Weather. 5.00 The Chase. 6.00 Regional News; 
Weather. 6.30 ITV News; Weather. 7.00 
Emmerdale. 7.30 River Monsters. 8.00 Celebrity 
Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?: New Year Special. 
9.00 The Biggest Loser. 10.00 ITV News at Ten; 
Weather. 10.30 Regional News; Weather. 10.35 
Film: American Pie Presents Band Camp. (2005) 
Comedy sequel, starring Tad Hilgenbrinck and 
Eugene Levy. 12.15 The Zone; ITV News 
Headlines. 2.50 Crossing Jordan. (R) 3.35 ITV 
Nightscreen. 5.30 ITV Morning News. 

6.10 The Hoobs. (R) 6.35 
■The Hoobs. (R) 7.00 Freshly 
Squeezed. 7.30 Perfect Couples. 7.50 According to 
Jim. (R) 8.20 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

8.50 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 9.20 Frasier. 
(R) 9.55 Frasier. (R) 10.25 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 10.55 Undercover Boss Australia. 11.55 Film: 
Dreamer: Inspired by a True Story. (2005) Family 
drama, starring Kurt Russell and Dakota Fanning. 

1.55 Film: Casablanca. (1942) Romantic drama, 
starring Humphrey Bogart, Ingrid Bergman and 
Claude Rains. 4.00 Deal or No Deal. 5.00 
Celebrity Come Dine with Me. (R) 6.00 The 
Simpsons. (R) 6.30 Hollyoaks. 7.00 Channel 4 
News. 7.55 4thought.tv. 8.00 The Fat Fighters. 
9.00 Accused: The 74 Stone Babysitter. 10.00 The 
Bank Job. 11.05 Felix and Murdo. (R) 11.40 The 
Armstrong & Miller Show - Best Bits. (R) 12.15 
Random Acts. 12.20 Film: Kung Fu Hustle. (2004) 
2.00 Brief Encounters of the Sporting Mind: Body 
Building. (R) 2.05 KOTV Boxing Weekly. 2.30 
Beach Volleyball. 3.25 Extreme Sailing Series. (R) 

3.50 The Grid. 4.15 GT Academy. (R) 4.40 Brave 
New World with Stephen Hawking. (R) 5.30 
Scrapheap Challenge. (R) 


Channel 4 


Channel 5 


[= 7 = 7316.00 Breakfast. 9.15 Wanted Down 
Under. 10.00 Homes Under the 
Hammer; BBC News; Weather. 11.00 Saints and 
Scroungers. 11.45 Britain’s Empty Homes; BBC 
News; Weather. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. 1.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 1.30 Regional News; Weather. 

1.45 Doctors. 2.15 Escape to the Country. 3.00 
BBC News; Weather; Regional News. 3.05 CBBC. 

5.15 Pointless. 6.00 BBC News; Weather. 6.30 
Regional News Programmes; Weather. 7.00 
Celebrity Mastermind. 7.30 Fake Britain; BBC 
News: Regional News. 8.00 Countryfile; Weather 
for the Week Ahead. 9.00 Public Enemies. 10.00 
BBC News. 10.25 Regional News; Weather. 10.35 
The National Lottery Wednesday Night Draws. 

10.45 Match of the Day. 11.45 Film: Tombstone. 
(1993) 1.45 Weatherview. 1.50 Sign Zone: World’s 
Most Dangerous Roads. (R) 2.50 Bible’s Buried 
Secrets. (R) 3.50 MasterChef: The Professionals. 
(R) 4.50 BBC News. 


1 =1 :{«U6.00 CBeebies. 7.00 CBBC. 8.25 
CBeebies. 11.30 Film: McCinsey’s 
Island. (1998) 1.00 One Man and His Campervan. 
(R) 1.30 To Buy or Not to Buy. (R) 2.15 Weakest 
Link. (R) 3.00 Real Rescues. (R) 3.45 Flog It! 4.30 
Perfection. 5.15 Put Your Money Where Your 
Mouth Is. 6.00 Eggheads. 6.30 Great British 
Railway Journeys. 7.00 Hairy Bikers’ Best of 
British. (R) 8.00 Weird Nature. 9.00 King George 
and Queen Mary: The Royals Who Rescued the 
Monarchy. 10.00 Mock the Week - Again. (R) 

10.30 Newsnight; Weather. 11.20 Three Men Go to 
New England. (R) 12.20 An Island Parish. (R) 

12.50 BBC News. 4.10 Close. 

||*Tf H6.00 Daybreak. 8.30 Lorraine. 9.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. 10.30 This Morning. 

12.30 Loose Women. 1.30 ITV News; Weather. 

1.55 Regional News; Weather. 2.00 Dickinson’s 
Real Deal. (R) 3.00 Lewis. (R) 4.59 Regional 
Weather. 5.00 The Chase. 6.00 Regional News; 
Weather. 6.30 ITV News; Weather. 7.00 
Emmerdale. 7.30 Harry Hill’s TV Burp. 8.00 Film: 
Mamma Mia! (2008) 10.10 ITV News; Weather. 
10.40 Regional News; Weather. 10.45 Film: 
Practical Magic. (1998) 12.35 The Zone; ITV 
News. 2.40 Film: Balto 3: Wings of Change. (2004) 
4.00 ITV Nightscreen. 5.30 ITV Morning News. 


Channel 4 


1 6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 
Meerkat Manor. (R) 10.30 
Monkey Life. (R) 11.00 Ice Road Truckers. (R) 
12.00 5 News Lunchtime. 12.10 Film: Apache 
Drums. (1951) 1.40 Film: Avenging Angel. (2007) 

3.20 Film: Mystery Woman: Redemption. (2006) 
5.00 5 News at 5. 5.30 Chinese Food in Minutes. 
(R) 6.00 Eddie Stobart: Trucks, Trailers and Tinsel. 
(R) 6.55 5 News. 7.00 Charley Boorman’s Extreme 
Frontiers; (R) 5 News Update. 8.00 New Cowboy 
Builders; 5 News at 9. 9.00 Thirteen: Conspiracy. 
(R) 11.35 Bourne Identity: The True Story. (R) 

12.35 Comedy Kings: Best of Just for Laughs. 1.05 
SuperCasino. 4.00 Meals in Moments. (R) 4.10 
Michaela’s Wild Challenge. (R) 5.00 County 
Secrets. (R) 5.10 Wildlife SOS. (R) 


\nn& i 


6.30 The Hoobs. (R) 6.55 
■The Hoobs. (R) 7.20 Freshly 
Squeezed. 7.50 Perfect Couples. 8.15 According 
to Jim. (R) 8.40 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

9.10 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 9.40 Frasier. 
(R) 10.15 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.40 
Undercover Boss Australia. 11.40 Film: The Love 
Bug. (1968) Disney comedy, starring Dean Jones. 

1.50 Film: Tobruk. (1967) Second World War 
adventure, starring George Peppard and Rock 
Hudson. 4.00 Deal or No Deal. 5.00 Celebrity 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 6.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

6.30 Hollyoaks. 7.00 Channel 4 News. 7.55 
4thought.tv. 8.00 How to Cook Like Heston. 8.30 
The Fabulous Baker Brothers. 9.00 One Born 
Every Minute. 10.00 The Bank Job. 11.05 Random 
Acts. 11.10 Bear’s Wild Weekend with Jonathan 
Ross. (R) 12.15 Music on 4: Launched at Red Bull 
Studios. 12.30 Music on 4: The Album Chart Show 
Introduces — Nicola Roberts. 12.45 Night Walking. 
(R) 12.50 Coming Up: Rough Skin. (R) 1.15 
Strange Little Girls. (R) 1.30 Film: Highwaymen. 
(2004) Premiere. Horror, starring Jim Caviezel. 

2.50 The Guides. (R) 3.05 Mummifying Alan: 
Egypt’s Last Secret. (R) 4.35 Hugh’s Fish Fight. 
(R) 5.30 Brothers & Sisters. (R) 


Channel 5 


1 6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 
Animal Rescue Squad. (R) 

10.20 Meerkat Manor. (R) 10.50 Ice Road 
Truckers. (R) 11.50 5 News Lunchtime. 11.55 Film: 
Six Black Horses. (1962) Western, starring Audie 
Murphy. 1.35 The Witches of Oz. (R) 3.15 Film: A 
Girl Like Me: The Gwen Araujo Story. (2006) Fact- 
based drama, starring JD Pardo. 5.00 5 News at 
5. 5.30 Chinese Food in Minutes. (R) 6.00 Eddie 
Stobart: Trucks and Trailers. (R) 6.55 5 News. 7.00 
Charley Boorman’s Extreme Frontiers; (R) 5 News 
Update. 8.00 Jaws: The True Story; (R) 5 News at 
9. 9.00 Film: Beowulf. (2007); 5 News. 11.15 Film: 
Hollow Man 2. (2006) 1.05 Poker: The Big Game. 
2.00 SuperCasino. 3.55 Animal Rescue Squad. 
(R) 4.10 Michaela’s Wild Challenge. (R) 5.00 
County Secrets. (R) 5.10 Wildlife SOS. (R) 


[=7=7316.00 Breakfast. 9.15 Wanted Down 
L^^^M Under. 10.00 Homes Under the 
Hammer; BBC News; Weather. 11.00 Saints and 
Scroungers. 11.45 Britain’s Empty Homes; BBC 
News; Weather. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. 1.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 1.30 Regional News; Weather. 

I. 45 Doctors. 2.15 Escape to the Country. 3.00 
BBC News; Weather; Regional News. 3.05 CBBC. 

5.15 Pointless. 6.00 BBC News; Weather. 6.30 
Regional News Programmes; Weather. 7.00 
Celebrity Mastermind. 7.30 EastEnders; BBC 
News; Regional News. 8.00 Earthflight. 9.00 
Public nemies. 10.00 BBC News. 10.25 Regional 
News; Weather. 10.35 Absolutely Fabulous. (R) 

II. 05 Film: Under the Tuscan Sun. (2003) 
Romantic comedy drama, with Diane Lane. 12.50 
Skiing Weatherview. 12.55 Sign Zone: Countryfile. 
(R) 1.55 Antiques Roadshow. (R) 2.55 Britain’s 
Hidden Heritage. (R) 3.55 BBC News. 

16.00 CBeebies. 7.00 CBBC. 8.25 
I CBeebies. 11.30 Film: Darby O’Gill 
and the Little People. (1959) Disney fantasy, 
starring Sean Connery. 1.00 One Man and His 
Campervan. (R) 1.30 To Buy or Not to Buy. (R) 

2.15 Weakest Link. 3.00 Real Rescues. (R) 3.45 
Flog It! 4.30 Perfection. 5.15 Put Your Money 
Where Your Mouth Is. 6.00 Eggheads. 6.30 Great 
British Railway Journeys. 7.00 Great British Food 
Revival. (R) 7.30 Top Gear India Special. (R) 9.00 
Wonderland: Meet Britain’s Chinese Tiger Mums. 
10.00 Never Mind the Buzzcocks. (R) 10.30 
Newsnight; Weather. 11.20 Three Men Go to New 
England. (R) 12.20 BBC News. 4.10 Close. 

11 |6.00 Daybreak. 8.30 Lorraine. 9.25 The 

Jeremy Kyle Show. 10.30 This Morning. 

12.30 Loose Women. 1.30 ITV News; Weather. 

1.55 Regional News; Weather. 2.00 Dickinson’s 
Real Deal. (R) 3.00 Lewis. (R) 4.59 Regional 
Weather. 5.00 The Chase. 6.00 Regional News; 
Weather. 6.30 ITV News; Weather. 7.00 
Emmerdale. 7.30 Dying to Be Thin: Tonight. 8.00 
Emmerdale. 8.30 Coronation Street. 9.00 Eternal 
Law. 10.00 ITV News at Ten; Weather. 10.30 
Regional News; Weather. 10.35 Film: Tightrope. 
(1984) Thriller, starring Clint Eastwood. 12.40 The 
Zone; ITV News Headlines. 2.45 Dying to Be Thin: 
Tonight. (R) 3.10 ITV Nightscreen. 4.30 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 5.30 ITV Morning News. 

5.15 Sali Mali. (R) 6.20 The 
■ Treacle People. (R) 6.30 
The Hoobs. (R) 6.55 The Hoobs. (R) 7.20 Freshly 
Squeezed. 7.45 Perfect Couples. 8.10 According 
to Jim. (R) 8.40 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
9.05 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 9.35 Frasier. 
(R) 10.05 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.35 
Undercover Boss Australia. 11.40 Film: A 
Challenge for Robin Hood. (1967) Action 
adventure, starring Barrie Ingham. 1.35 Film: The 
Cruel Sea. (1953) Second World War nautical 
adventure, starring Jack Hawkins. 4.00 Deal or No 
Deal. 5.00 Celebrity Come Dine with Me. (R) 6.00 
The Simpsons. (R) 6.30 Hollyoaks. 7.00 Channel 
4 News. 7.55 4thought.tv. 8.00 Location, Location, 
Location. 9.00 The Restoration Man. 10.00 The 
Bank Job. 11.05 Random Acts. 11.10 Accused: The 
74 Stone Babysitter. (R) 12.15 Music on 4: 
Launched at Red Bull Studios. 12.30 Music on 4: 
Alex Zane Pops Out. (R) 1.00 Film: A Man Apart. 
(2003) Crime thriller, starring Vin Diesel. 2.50 
Whatever Turns You On. (R) 2.55 Shooting 
Gallery. (R) 3.05 Soft. (R) 3.20 Attack of the Trip 
Advisors. (R) 4.15 Hugh’s Fish Fight. (R) 5.10 
Brothers & Sisters. (R) 5.55 Sali Mali. (R) 

1 6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 
Animal Rescue Squad. (R) 

10.15 Meerkat Manor. (R) 10.45 Ice Road 
Truckers. (R) 11.45 5 News Lunchtime. 11.55 Film: 
Showdown at Abilene. (1956) Western, starring 
Jock Mahoney. 1.35 The Witches of Oz. (R) 3.15 
Film: Devil Winds. (2003) Adventure, starring Joe 
Lando. 5.00 5 News at 5. 5.30 Chinese Food in 
Minutes. (R) 6.00 Eddie Stobart: Trucks and 
Trailers. (R) 6.55 5 News Update. 7.00 Charley 
Boorman’s Extreme Frontiers; (R) 5 News Update. 
8.00 Building the Ice Hotel; 5 News at 9. 9.00 
Celebrity Big Brother: Live Launch. 11.00 Celebrity 
Big Brother’s Bit on the Side. 12.00 SuperCasino. 

3.55 Animal Rescue Squad. (R) 4.10 Michaela’s 
Wild Challenge. (R) 5.00 County Secrets. (R) 5.10 
Wildlife SOS. (R) 


Channel 4 


Channel 5 


.00 Breakfast. 9.15 Wanted Down 
■Under. 10.00 Homes Under the 
Hammer; BBC News; Weather. 11.00 Saints and 
Scroungers. 11.45 Britain’s Empty Homes; BBC 
News; Weather. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. 1.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 1.30 Regional News; Weather. 1.45 
Doctors. 2.15 Escape to the Country. 3.00 BBC 
News; Weather; Regional News. 3.05 CBBC. 5.15 
Pointless. 6.00 BBC News; Weather. 6.30 Regional 
News Programmes; Weather. 7.00 Celebrity 
Mastermind. 7.30 A Question of Sport; (R) BBC 
News; Regional News. 8.00 EastEnders. 8.30 The 
One Lenny Henry. 9.00 Hustle. 10.00 BBC News. 

10.25 Regional News; Weather. 10.35 The Graham 
Norton Show. 11.20 The National Lottery Friday 
Night Draws. 11.30 Film: The Infidel. (2010) 1.10 
Weatherview. 1.15 Sign Zone: Natural World: The 
Woman Who Swims With Killer Whales. (R) 2.15 
James May’s Man Lab. (R) 3.15 MasterChef: The 
Professionals. (R) 4.15 BBC News. 


Channel 4 


|=1 =7«U6.00 CBeebies. 7.00 CBBC. 8.25 
CBeebies. 11.30 Film: Stolen Summer. 
(2002) Drama, starring Aidan Quinn. 1.00 One 
Man and His Campervan. (R) 1.30 To Buy or Not to 
Buy. (R) 2.15 Weakest Link. 3.00 Real Rescues. 
(R) 3.45 Flog It! 4.30 Perfection. 5.15 Put Your 
Money Where Your Mouth Is. 6.00 Eggheads. 6.30 
Great British Railway Journeys. 7.00 Great Barrier 
Reef. (R) 8.00 Mastermind. 8.30 Mastermind. 9.00 
Sicily Unpacked. 10.00 Ql. (R) 10.30 Newsnight. 
11.00 Weather. 11.05 Film: 50 Dead Men Walking. 
(2008) Premiere. Fact-based thriller, starring Jim 
Sturgess. 12.55 Film: Beaufort. (2007) Premiere. 
Israeli war drama, starring Oshri Cohen. 2.55 BBC 
News. 3.35 Close. 

|HTJ|6.00 Daybreak. 8.30 Lorraine. 9.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. 10.30 This Morning. 

12.30 Loose Women. 1.30 ITV News; Weather. 

1.55 Regional News; Weather. 2.00 Dickinson’s 
Real Deal. (R) 3.00 Lewis. (R) 4.59 Regional 
Weather. 5.00 The Chase. 6.00 Regional News; 
Weather. 6.30 ITV News; Weather. 7.00 
Emmerdale. 7.30 Coronation Street. 8.00 Safari Vet 
School. 8.30 Coronation Street. 9.00 Law & Order: 
UK. 10.00 ITV News at Ten; Weather. 10.30 
Regional News; Weather. 10.35 It’ll Be Alright on 
the Night 2. (R) 11.35 Celebrity Who Wants to Be a 
Millionaire?: New Year Special. (R) 12.30 The 
Zone; ITV News Headlines. 2.30 Film: Deliverance. 
(1972) Thriller, starring Burt Reynolds. 4.20 ITV 
Nightscreen. 5.30 ITV Morning News. 

1 6.00 The Treacle People. 
(R) 6.10 The Hoobs. (R) 

6.35 The Hoobs. (R) 7.00 Freshly Squeezed. 7.30 
Perfect Couples. 7.55 According to Jim. (R) 8.20 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.50 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 9.20 Frasier. (R) 9.55 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 10.25 Film: Hello, Dolly! (1969) 
Period musical, starring Barbra Streisand. 1.10 
Film: Tora! Tora! Tora! (1970) Fact-based Second 
World War drama, starring Martin Balsam. 4.00 
Deal or No Deal. 5.00 Celebrity Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 6.00 The Simpsons. (R) 6.30 Hollyoaks. 
7.00 Channel 4 News. 7.25 4thought.tv. 7.30 Come 
Dine with Me: Celebrity Special. 8.30 New Girl. 
9.00 The Bank Job. 10.00 Rude Tube 2012. 12.05 
Film: Big Trouble in Little China. (1986) Comedy 
fantasy adventure, starring Kurt Russell. 1.55 
Random Acts. 2.00 Lucky Escape. (R) 2.05 My 
Name Is Earl. (R) 2.45 Hung. (R) 3.35 St 
Elsewhere. (R) 4.20 Hugh’s Fish Fight. (R) 5.15 
Brothers & Sisters. (R) 

1 6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 
Animal Rescue Squad. (R) 

10.15 Meerkat Manor. (R) 10.45 Monkey Life. (R) 

11.15 5 News Lunchtime. 11.25 Celebrity Big 
Brother: Launch Show. (R) 1.25 Magic Beyond 
Words: The JK Rowling Story. (R) 3.15 Film: 
Relative Stranger. (2009) Drama, starring Eriq La 
Salle. 5.00 5 News at 5. 5.30 Chinese Food in 
Minutes. (R) 6.00 Eddie Stobart: Trucks and 
Trailers. (R) 6.55 5 News. 7.00 Charley Boorman’s 
Extreme Frontiers; (R) 5 News Update. 8.00 
World’s Toughest Trucker. New series. Eight drivers 
navigate treacherous roads; 5 News at 9. 9.00 
Celebrity Big Brother. 10.00 Celebrity Wedding 
Planner. 11.00 Celebrity Big Brother’s Bit on the 
Side. 12.00 SuperCasino. 4.05 Motorsport Mundial. 

4.30 Michaela’s Wild Challenge. (R) 4.55 County 
Secrets. (R) 5.10 Wildlife SOS. (R) 


Channel 5 


Oak . Wood 

LODGES 


V13 


811422 


www.oakwoodlodgcs.co.uk 



Norwegian log cabins situated at 1000ft above sea- 
level in the ‘Heart of Wales’. Fantastic views with red 
kites soaring overhead. Stunning location and excellent 
touring centre. Dogs welcome. Small site. All year 
round availability. 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 


Kouncmg ALL NEW 

/tv. Damimnam#! 




IK Cl 


Classes start Wednesday 11th January! Be there! 


New Adults Absolute Beginners Ballroom, Latin & Salsa - 7.15pm 
Children’s & Teen’s Ballroom & Latin - 6.15pm 
Children’s & Teen’s Street, Disco & Hip Hop - 5.45pm 
Zumba - Come and join the party at 6pm and 7pm! 


(&2WMSA 


Great Barr Methodist Church Hall, Sundial Lane 
(opposite Scott Arms) 

Just come along to the class, or for 
more info call 01902 897900 or visit 
www.ZigZagDance.co.uk 



GIRL WITH A DRAGON TATTOO - (18) - FLS 

FRIDAY AND MONDAY 1300 1625 1950 

SATURDAY 1300 

TUESDAY TO THURSDAY 1625 1950 


SHERLOCK HOLMES (U) - 3D - FLS 

FRIDAY AND MONDAY 1400 1700 2000 

SATURDAY 1400 

TUESDAY TO THURSDAY 1700 2000 

ALVIN & THE CHIPMUNKS (U) - 2D - FLS 
FRIDAY AND MONDAY 1420 1620 1820 

SATURDAY 1330 1530 

TUESDAY TO THURSDAY_1620 1820 


NEW YEARS EVE - (I2A) 

FRIDAY, MONDAY TO THURSDAY 2020 

ARTHUR CHRISTMAS - (U) - 2D 
FRIDAY 1150 

SATURDAY 1130 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE - (I2A) - FLS 
FRIDAY AND MONDAY 1410 1710 2010 

SATURDAY 1340 

TUESDAY TO THURSDAY 1710 2010 

KIDS CLUB 

ADVENTURES OF TIN TIN -(PG) 

FRIDAY 1200 

SATURDAY 1110 


FLS - FREE LIST SUSPENDED (NO COMPLIMENTARY TICKETS) 

PROGRAM SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

REEL MONDAY & WEDNESDAY - £3.10, 3D FILMS (£4.20) 

TO REGISTER FOR OUR PROGRAMMES AND TIMES VIA EMAIL PLEASE GO TO 
http://halesowen.reelcinemas.co.uk/ 

J 

1 © 

JPCS 

Computer Services 


✓ Computer problems resolved 

✓ Virus and Spyware removal 

✓ Repairs, upgrading, supply and rebuilds 

✓ Broadband sharing 

✓ Home or small business networks 

✓ Data recovery 

✓ Free collection and return service 

For a friendly and reliable service contact Paul oi 

Telephone 0121-422 7562 
Mobile: 07970 350 974 
E-mail: jpcs.compserv@btopenworld.com 


wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 



Opening times: 

Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday 
Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 


Friendly advise from a family run business with 35 years experience. 
We offer a full range of services from free quote and design to 
installation central heating, building work, plastering and tiling 
Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com 
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Brain Gym 


No.150 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

R 

2 

F 

3 

N 

4 

A 

5 

H 

6 

D 

7 

s 

8 

T 

9 

z 

10 

J 

11 

Y 

12 

P 

13 

w 

14 b 

15 

K 

16 

E 

17 

G 

18 

L 

19 

c 

20 

M 

21 

Q 

22 

V 

23 

X 

24 

u 

25 

1 

26 
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ALL YOUR PUZZLE NEEDS IN ONE HANDY APP! 

Seven great games in one! 

IL CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 

OyJ.. QUICK CROSSWORDS 

CODEWORD SUDOKU 
WORD PUZZLER 
WORD SEARCH 
NUMBER CRUNCH 
SEARCH: DAILY EXPRESS PUZZLES On the iPhone, iPod Touch & iPad 



SEVEN G REAT GAMES IN ONE! 

nffH SEARCH: DAILY EXPRESS PUZZLES 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 



Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. As transmitted, it 
signifies agreement 
( 6 ) 

4. Fighting doctor in a 
coat (6) 

9. It means the end of 
a union (7,6) 

10. It’s right to punish 

(7) 

11. Gives out wrong 
times (5) 

12. Figures it’s a game! 

(5) 

14. The theatre gets a 
new production (5) 

18. His work is above 
most people! (5) 

19. See ice does make 
it (7) 

21. Religious split? 
(6,2,5) 

22. See air, perhaps? 
It’s not so difficult! 

( 6 ) 

23. Trees evidently of 
some antiquity (6) 

Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Illegal compulsion 

( 6 ) 

4. Kidnap (6) 

9. Espionage agency 
(6,7) 

10. Left out (7) 

11. Bury (5) 

12. Throw (5) 

14. Attractiveness (5) 

18. Straggle (5) 

19. Force out (7) 

21. Premier (5,8) 

22. Signify (6) 

23. Vow (6) 


ALL YOUR PUZZLE NEEDS 
IN ONE HANDY APP! 


Circlegram 


Down 

1. He has a habit of 
taking things (6) 

2. One must be patient 
with it for a long 
time.... (6,7) 

3. ... and she might 
deal with your 
complaint! (5) 

5. Be too self-indul¬ 
gent (7) 

6. Great ambition of 
the pyromaniac? 
(7,6) 

7. He believes in new 
tithes (6) 

8. Warms up for the 
opening races (5) 

13. A race he organised 
gives pain to the 
listener (7) 

15. Not likely to change 
horses (6) 

16. Some glad dona¬ 
tions to join to the 
list (3,2) 

17. Gets engaged when 
he is in a bit of 
trouble (6) 

20. Refuse from almost 
everybody (5) 


Down 

1. Autocrat (6) 

2. Counter-charge (13) 

3. Sugary (5) 

5. Polish (7) 

6. Continuous (13) 

7. Abstract principle 

( 6 ) 

8. Privately (5) 

13. Assemble (7) 

15. Foolish (6) 

16. Danger (5) 

17. Extent (6) 

20. Test (5) 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONS: 

CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Gipsy caravan; 7 Repel; 8 Tooth; 9 Spa; 10 
Bay-window; 11 No more; 12 Hunter; 15 Grandiose; 17 Mat; 18 Mourn; 
19 Erato; 21 Receptionist. Down: 1 Guessing game; 2 Yap; 3 Alleys; 

4 Attribute; 5 Avoid; 6 The worst of it; 7 Realm; 10 Barn dance; 13 
Tempo; 14 Covert; 16 Amuse; 20 Ago. QUICK - Across: 1 Christmas 
Eve; 7 Steer; 8 Nylon; 9 Rue; 10 Eliminate; 11 Length; 12 Fiscal; 15 On 
purpose; 17 Beg; 18 Extra; 19 Brawn; 21 Change course. Down: 1 Con¬ 
trol tower; 2 See; 3 Margin; 4 Sensitive; 5 Villa; 6 Intelligible; 7 Stern; 10 
Entertain; 13 Cabin; 14 Double; 16 Pitch; 20 Ado. 


Sudoku 


Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 

LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 
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Replace the question mark with a letter 
so that the letters within each circle 
can be arranged to form words on a 
common theme. What are the three 
words, and the letter represented by 
the question 
mark? 

LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTION: 

The letter 
represented by 
the question 
mark is K. Kilkenny, 

Wicklow, Limerick, 
all counties of the 


ALL YOUR PUZZLE 
NEEDS IN ONE 
HANDY APP! 




lJ AppStore 


oitft 

WO'N'- 


Seven great games in one! 
CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 
QUICK CROSSWORDS 
CODEWORD SUDOKU 
WORD PUZZLER 
WORD SEARCH 
NUMBER CRUNCH 

SEARCH: DAILY EXPRESS PUZZLES 
On the iPhone, iPod Touch & iPad 



Btgff llarkfjratfj 0121 501 5599 

flublir Motts? $c Entertainment Brnne • (Emmery & drill 

Great 3ar • Great fwc/• Great GitertatumeH 

r 


ta **■ 

Pi 

We serve until 1am on Sundays, 

Midnight Monday-Wednesday, 1am Thursday, 2am Friday & Saturday 
DOORS CLOSE 11.00 pm Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun 
Strictly Smart Casual • No Hats or Sportswear 


DECEMBER 
FRIDAY 30TH 
SIMPLY RED TRIBUTE 
NEW YEAR’S EVE 
PHIL COLLINS TRIBUTE 
JANUARY 2012 
NEW YEARS DAY 
STARMAKERS 
SUNDAY KARAOKE 
MONDAY 2ND 
SHANE’S FULL HOUSE 



TUESDAY 3RD 

KARAOKE WITH PREDATOR 
WEDNESDAY4TH 
BENCHY’S BIG NIGHT OUT 
THURSDAY 5TH 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 
FRIDAY 6TH 
DEVOTED TO ROCK 



w I • 


Monday-Saturday 
2 Course Carvery 



only 

GREAT STE* 


EAK & GREAT DEALS 


HAPPY HOUR! 

5pm-9pm Mon-Fri 4pt Pitcher £9 (standard lager/ 
cider) 5 bottles for £10 (selected range) 
FREE ENTRY EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk 

■SSSsSb 



O 

u 



Property Auction 

u Cottons, 

The Property Specialists 


Property Auction 



For your 1 Cl* J H ill \ 

Valuation with no 1 rX 

obligation, or to requf |. 

■ a .i. n i-,i a 2472233 IglfruCTiojjg 




www.cottons.co.uk 
_ auctions@cottons.co.uk 

For advice on any aspect of buying 
or selling at Auction, call our friendly 
and professional Auction Team 
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advertisement 


BUY FOR LESS WITH HOMEBUY DIRECT AND MAKE A MOVE 
FOR NEW YEAR - HURRY LIMITED PLOTS AVAILABLE 


Ready and waiting for a New Year move is a range of stylish homes at one of Bloor Homes’ most popular developments in 
Wednesbury. If you qualify to buy under the Homebuy Direct scheme, they could be yours for 70% of the asking price - 
and Bloor Homes will give you a choice of either an iPad 2 or a £500 John Lewis gift voucher when you move in. 


Homebuy Direct offers first-time buyers, key 
workers and households unable to buy on the open 
market the opportunity to purchase a brand-new 
home, paying just 70% of the asking price at the 
outset with the balance being covered by a loan 
from the Government and Bloor Homes. 

This Government scheme is available on selected 
plots at Bloor Homes’ Satchwell Grange 
development in Wednesbury. 



Bloor Homes Sales Director Anne Cadman says: 
“For qualifying purchasers, Homebuy Direct offers 
an excellent opportunity to get that first foot on the 
housing ladder. We have a range of homes that are 
available under the scheme and our sales advisers 
can give you all the information you need but 
buyers will need to hurry as there are limited plots 
available on this Government backed scheme.” 

First time buyers who want to benefit from 
stamp duty exemption need to complete by 
24th March 2012. 

Our Satchwell Grange development is an ideal 
family location with good local facilities, there are a 
range of homes to choose from. Ideal as a starter 
home is the two-bedroom Mayfield. This property 
has a large living room, a well-fitted kitchen 
breakfast room with French doors leading out to 
the garden plus a downstairs cloakroom. Both 
bedrooms are doubles with an en-suite and fitted 
wardrobes in the master. The selling price of this 
home is £129,950 and with Homebuy Direct the 
price to move in comes down to £90,965. A typical 
three-bedroom home available at Satchwell Grange 
is the Tidbrook. With a selling price of £145,950, 
this excellent family home comes in at £102,165 
for Homebuy Direct purchasers. It has a spacious 
living/dining room, a well-fitted kitchen with space 
for a breakfast table, two double bedrooms and a 
single. The master bedroom has an en-suite shower 
room and fitted wardrobes. 


Receive a free 
Apple iPad 2* or 
£500 worth of 
John Lewis 
vouchers 

Full details of this developments can be found 
at www.bloorhomes.com/satchwellgrange 
For details of which plots are available on the 
Homebuy Direct scheme call our Sales Advisor 
Pat at the sales offices on 01215051812 
(open daily except Tuesday) 




Come along this weekend to find out how you could own 100% 
of your new Bloor home for just 70% of the price 

If you are a first-time buyer who can’t afford to buy a new home, you may 
be able to get help through the ‘HomeBuy Direct’ scheme. The scheme offers 
a loan of up to 30% of the purchase price of a new build home and there are 
no fees for the first 5 years. HURRY limited plots available 


You can buy on our Satchwell Grange development through HomeBuy Direct if: 

• If you household earns less than £60,000 pr year 

• If you can’t otherwise afford to buy a home in your area 

• If you are currently renting a council property or housing association property 

• If you are first time buyers or if you used to own a home buy can’t afford to 
buy one now 


ALL RESERVED 


With HomeBuy Direct, there are many benefits of buying a new home: 

• You own 100% of the property 

• You have a mortgage for at least 70% of the cost met by a mortgage and savings (deposit) 

• You only need a deposit of 3.5% on the new property 

• You have an equity loan for the remaining cost of the home. 


With the fantastic HomeBuy Direct Scheme* 

Its now even easier to move to a new home at Satchwell Grange 


BLOOIVHOMES 


visit www.bloorhomes.com to find out more 


Monthly 
repayments 
from £414.00 


Choose from 
2, 3, 4 & 5 bed 
homes when 
buying with 
Home Buy Direct 


Receive a free 
Apple iPad 2* or 
£500 worth of 
John Lewis vouchers 


First time buyers who want to benefit from the stamp duty 
exemption need to complete by 24th March 2012 


Colour may vary. 

Available for a limited time. 


Two bed semis 
From £129,950/ | 

(£4,548 deposit required) 


Three bed semis 
From £145,950 / 

(£5,108 deposit required) 


Three bed detached 


Four bed detached 
From £225,00011 

(£7,875 deposit required) 


Five bed 3 storey detached 


Satchwell Grange 

Woden Road West 
Wednesbury, WSio 7 TB 


Marketing Suite and Showhomes 
Open 10:00am - 5:00pm Daily 
Except Tueday 
satchwell.grange@bloorhomes.com 
ww.bloorhomes.com/satchwellgrange 








www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 
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r MOTORING NEWS JMNO REVIEWS 

CHRONICLE 

^MOTORING 


m®tors 

■■■■■ .co.uk 


Your essential guide to the world of motoring compiled by Motoring Editor Sharon Walters 


Sporty car here now with a quicker one to follow 


IT’S NEVER easy making a 
sporty car sound enticing 
when there’s an even sportier 
one on the horizon. 

And it’s not as though Ford is 
hiding news of its properly hot 
Focus. The second bullet point 
in the news release from the 
company tells the world that the 
sizzling ST arrives some time in 
2012 with 250 willing horses 
under its bonnet. 

Which is rather more than the 
current warm hatch Ford, called 
Zetec S and packing a smaller 
punch. 

Insurance 

Ford must be hoping this one’s 
inevitably lower performance will be 
more than made up for by inevitably 
lower bills for purchase, insurance 
and fuel costs. 

This now available car was spe¬ 
cially developed for Britain, where 
we like a sporty look to our motors. 
Ford thinks it might sell 6,000 a year. 

In fact, most Zetec S models are 
simply a mild cosmetic makeover of 
the existing (non-S) models, with a 


By Ian Donaldson 


sports styling kit, bigger wheels and 
a stiffened suspension. 

Oh, and alloy-look pedals, rear 
LED rear lights and a button to start 
the engine, not a boring old ignition 
key. 

You’ll pay a £1,250 premium over 
the less racy-looking Zetec for the 
changes, where it’s possible to 
compare like with like. 

Dig deeper, though and you find 
the Zetec S debuting a more power¬ 
ful (179bhp) turbocharged petrol 
engine and with a not inconsiderable 
price tag of £20,495. 

The new range starts at £18,745 
for a 1.6 petrol, and tops out with the 
£22,595 diesel with a potent 2.0 
litres. 

But it’s the petrol version tested 
here that’s likely to set an enthusi¬ 
ast’s blood moving a little faster. 

The on-paper performance 
figures (138mph, 0-62mph in 7.9 
seconds) promise a car that ought to 
feel eager and responsive, if not 
downright fast. 

Surprise, surprise, that’s precisely 


how it seems on the road. 

There’s definitely space for a 
Focus road rocket in the near future 
but until that time this version of the 
Zetec S will do pretty well. 

It will certainly answer all the 
experts who reckoned the latest 
Focus was beautifully built, quiet 
and comfortable but lacking in the 
sheer joy of driving that all the previ¬ 
ous models had in spades. 

The new car is still a comfy way to 
munch miles and has the elusive 
quality common to most Fords of 
recent times (and surprisingly rare in 
rivals) of simply being good to drive, 
however modest the engine doing 
the work. 

Over a not very demanding test 
route my car showed 37mpg on the 
trip computer. 

Optimistic 

Not bad, if miles behind the 
47mpg recorded in the official Euro 
test. 

That’s the figure that has to be 
quoted by law and that usually 
proves wildly optimistic. 

Trying a car with an existing diesel 
engine (2.0 litres, 161bhp, £21,345) 
moved the trip meter to 47mpg. 



The Zetec clocked up 37mpg - not bad, but way behind the 47mpg in the official test 


But the car did not ride as well as 
its faster, petrol powered sibling. On 
the other hand it still felt pretty 
potent, though, and needed fewer 
gearchanges. 

If you want (much) better 
economy from your Focus you will 


be able to buy one late in 2012 with 
an improbably small 1.0 litre engine 
and a mere three cylinders. 

It sounds intriguing - let’s hope 
that it shows how the clever applica¬ 
tion of conventional mechanicals 
(not a booster electric motor in sight) 


still has the potential to deliver those 
cherished improvements in fuel 
savings. Don’t bet against it. 

In the meantime, this latest 
version of the Focus makes an 
already impressive car usefully 
better still. 

J 



wsmNBeawwmk 


60 PLATE 


New model Astra 
1.6 Exclusive 

from £8999 
save £9306 

on today’s list price 

LESS THAN HALF PRICE 


Zafira 1.8 Exclusive from £8999 


save up to £9996 


I on today’s list price LESS THAN HALF PRICE 


New model Meriva 1.4 
Exclusive Aircon 

from £7999 
save ur » £9881 

on today’s list price 

LESS THAN HALF PRICE 


Insignia SRi petrol and diesel 

from £10999 
SAVE £11801 


Other models 
available with 
FANTASTIC 
SAVINGS 


on today’s list price 

LESS THAN 
HALF PRICE 


We have a large selection of pre-owned vehicles from only £3999 all with a minimum of 12 months warranty. 



BRINDLEY VAUXHALL WEDNESBURY 08430 221183 


57 Bridge Street, Wednesbury WS10 0AH 

Also at: Main A5, Cannock WS11 1SH Tel. 08430 221126 


www.brindleyvauxhall.co.uk 

CALLS CHARGED AT LOCAL RATE 


Part of the Brindley Garages Group - keeping the West Midlands motoring since 1931. Pictures for illustration only. We are licenced credit brokers. 
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Subject to Status 


03 JAGUAR X-TYPE 2.0D SE 




IESEEST# 


Specialist 

55 New BMW 320(1 SE Estate with leather.... 

05 NEW BMW 320 SEi 60k in grey. 

03 Mercedes ML270 CDi Inspiration black... 

04 Mercedes 1.8 CLK Elegance 29k. 

03 Audi 1.8 T Sport Convertible. 


54 Toyota Rav 4 XT3 D4 Diesel silver.... 
03 Jaguar X-Type 2.0d SE in blue. 


...£9499 

...£6999 

...£9499 

....£8749 

...£5999 

...£6499 

...£4499 


Small & Sporty 

54 Mini One Convertible red + SAT NAV42k. 

54 Mini One in bright blue 56k. 


05 Mini One Diesel red U-Jack roof 70mpg!L. 
03 Mini Cooper in white. 


04 Mini Cooper in black with “Chequers” roof... 

03 Mini One Diesel in red 70 mpgll. 

56 Renault Megane 1.6 Dyna Cabriolet. 


51VW Beetle in silver 3dr 78k miles... 
62 MGTF1.8 Cabriolet in grey. 


...£6499 

...£5999 

...£5499 

...£5499 

...£5499 

...£4999 

...£3999 

...£3499 

...£2999 


Cash or Finance Up To £6999 

08 Vauxhall Vectra Sri CDTi 150bhp 49k.£6499 

57 Vauxhall Astra Sri CDTi X-Pack blue.£5499 

06 Vauxhall Astra Design CDTi 3dr in blue.£5299 

08 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Ciimate 3dr 20k miles.£5999 

57 NEW SHAPE Ford Mondeo 2.0 Tdci.£5499 


Cash or Finance Up To £4999 

07 Renault Megane 1.5 DCi in blue 63k.£4999 

57 Renault Megane 1,4 in black.£4999 

56 Renault Megane 1.5 DCi in black.£4999. 

06 Renault Megane 1.5 DCi in silver.£4499, 

05 Renault Megane 1,5 DCi in red.£3499 

08 Vectra Sri CDTi 150 bbp red + Sat Nav.£4999 

55 Vauxhall Astra 1.6 SXI in black 34k.£3999 

54 Peugeot 307 1,4 S 5dr in blue.£3999 

Cash or Finance Up To £3499 

05 Renault 1.2 Clio Extreme 3dr black. 


04 Vauxhall Vectra SXi CDTi in blue. 

03 Ford Focus 1.6 71 k miles. 

53 Peugeot 307 S HDi 77k blue. 

54 Skoda Fabia 1.9 TOi in gold. 

04 Toyota Corolla 1.6 Colour 5dr grey... 
04 Fiat Punto 1.4 5dr in blue 64k. 

55 Ford Mondeo 1.8 LX 5dr in blue. 

53 Mazda 21.4 TDCi in blue. 


...£3499 

...£3499 

...£3499 

...£3499 

...£3499 

...£3499 

...£2999 


,.£2499 

..£2499 


Estate Cars & Commercials 


54 Mitsubishi L200 Warrior 2.5 LWB silver... 

54 Mercedes Vito IIICDi LWB silver 104k.... 

55 New BMW 320d SE Estate with leather.... 

07 Honda Accord 2.2 CTDi Sport in blue. 

07 Vauxhall Vetra Design Estate CDTi. 

07 Vauxhall Vectra Design CDTi in blue. 

05 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi Zetec in blue. 


,.£6999 


.,£6499 

,.£9499 

,.£4999 

.,£4999 

,.£4699 

...£2999 


S/ 7 Seater MPV.s 

07 Zafira Design 1.9 CTDi in silver 63k. 

06 Renault Scenic 1.6 Dynamique 48k. 

04 Ford Focus C-Max 1.6 Zetec silver. 

54 Ford Focus C-Max 1,8 Zetec blue. 

04 Vauxhall Zafira 1,6 Club in grey. 


,.£6499 

...£3999 

.,£3999 

,.£3999 


.,£3499 


Audenshaws Car Credit Centre 


01384 412066 

Proofs Required: Driving Licence, Proof of address. 
Deposit may vary. A Guarantor may be required. 

All cars come with 12 months MOT 

AT HALESOWEN ROAD, NETHERTON DY2 9NT 
(OPPOSITE DDL) 

www.audenshaws.co.uk 

Open 10am-4pm on 28/29/30 & 31st December 
Reopen 10am 2nd January 2012 



CHRONICLE 
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www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


Geeley, which manufactures black cabs worldwide, now has a dealership network across Britain 

Black cab firm links up 
for 2012 British launch 


CHINESE car-maker Geely, which owns 
Volvo, is coming to the UK car market 
with its first models expected to go on 
sale next year. 

Geely has begun setting up a network 
of 30-40 dealers nationwide through 
Manganese Bronze Holdings, which 
manufactures the iconic London black 
cab. 

The two companies are already part¬ 
ners, as Geely manufactures the cabs in 
China for world markets. The new 


venture, however, is being started com¬ 
pletely from scratch and will be called 
Geely Auto UK. 

Matthew Cheyne, market develop¬ 
ment director of Geely Auto UK, said: 
“We will start by importing the Geely 
Emgrand EC7, C/D-segment-sized 
four-door saloons and five-door hatch¬ 
backs, initially with 1.5- and 1.8-litre 
petrol engine options. 

“But Geely has a comprehensive 
range of models well suited to Euro¬ 


pean requirements. We will be aiming to 
widen our range just as quickly as pos¬ 
sible, probably at least a new model 
range every year for the next four to five 
years. 

“Geely cars are all well-equipped 
products but at affordable prices and 
will carry a five-year, 100,000-mile war¬ 
ranty. 

“The first Emgrand EC7 models to 
arrive are likely to have a range starting 
price of approximately £10,000.” 


Britannia 

Motors Ltd 

www.britanniamotorsukltd.co.uk 


53 BMW 316 Ti COMPACT Met Black, alloys, 

front fogs, PAS, EW x 4, AC, multiplay CD, 
don’t miss.£3499 

52 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.0 LIFE 3-door. Met 
Silver, alloys, PAS, EW, air con, CD, cheap 
insurance.SOLD 

55 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 LIFE 5-door Hatch. 

Met Grey, PAS, EW, AC, CD.£3799 

51 MR2 1.8 WTi Bright Red, Black roof, alloys, 
EW, CD, 41k, only.£2799 

55 VAUXHALL VECTRA 1.9 CDTi Hatch. Met 
Grey, alloys, sat nav, PAS, WE, 

CD, AC, only.£3699 

06 CHEVROLET TACUMA 2.0 CDX Auto. Met 
Silver, roof bars, alloys, PAS, EW, AC, CD, 31 k, 
only.£2699 

51 FREELANDER 1.8S 3-door. Met Blue, twin 
roofs, PAS, EW, CD, alloys, 52k, only.SOLD 

04 X TYPE JAGUAR 2.5 V6 Auto AWD. Met paint, 
full cream leather, alloys, PAS, EW, CD, AC, 
must view.£3299 

54 ROVER 25 1.4 SEi 5-door. Met Red, alloys, 

PAS, EW, air con, CD, Facelift model.£2299 

04 VAUXHALL VECTRA 1.8 LS 5-door Hatch. Met 

Silver, PAS, EW, AC, CD.£2299 

55 CHEVROLET LACETTI 1.6 SX Hatch. Met 

Silver, PAS, EW, AC, CD, alloys.£2499 

03 MGTF 1.6 Met Grey, Black roof, alloy wheels, 
elec windows, power steering, CD.£2699 

04 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 SXi 5-door Hatch. Met 
Grey, alloys, PAS, EW, AC, CD, front fogs, new 
shape.£3999 

55 RENAULT CLIO 1.2 DYNAMIQUE 3-door. 
Silver, PAS, EW, AC, CD, alloys, 
front fogs.£3299 

Y RENAULT SCENIC 1.4 AUTHENTIQUE Met 

Red, PAS, EW, AC, CD, 55k miles only, 
must see.£1999 


Powke Lane, Rowley Regis, B65 OAH trr4 

0121 561 5588 B 

OPEN 7 DAYS |~Q~1 

All Major Credit Cards Accepted FI 



For best results... 
advertise on our weekly 

Specialists 
in Business 

• Business 

• Auctions 

• Property 

• Plant & Machinery 

• Premises 

• Business for Sale 

Contact Richard Guest on 

01902 319872 

r.guest@expressandstar.co.uk 


Express & Star 

IN PAPER I ONLINE 
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NEW OFFICE 
NOW OPEN 
IN TELFORD 


Open 7 Days - 9.30 til late 

5th Floor, Telford Plaza, 
Ironmaster’s Way, Telford TF3 4NT 


WeWantAnyCar 

from £50 to £150k 
Enter your Reg number 
at wewantanycar.com 
or call 01543 592050 


Compare 

Our 


We want all small, family, MPV & 4x4's 


EXPANDING ON 

RECOMMENDATIONS 


CANNOCK 

01543 592050 


BIRMINGHAM 

0121 6237086 


SOLIHULL 

01564 718171 


TELFORD 

01952 427 757 


DUDLEY 

01384 848433 


Cars with outstanding finance our speciality 
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buying 


In your local 

Express & Star 

In your local 

Chronicle 

Online at 

expressandstar.com 





selling 


The Midland’s largest 
shop window. 

650,000 potential buyers 
every week. 

Thousands of new items 
for sale every week. 



dessified 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


Place your ad 

By phone 01902 317878 

8.30am - 7pm, Monday - Friday 

8.30am -12 noon Saturdays and Bank Holidays 

By email 

my-classified@expressandstar.co.uk 

Online 

www.expressandstar.com/my-classified 

In person 

at your local Express & Star office 
Cancel/Amend 

Call before 6.30pm Monday - Friday for the next day’s advertisement 
or before 10am Saturday for Monday’s advertisement 


There’s nothing like it for 
buying and selling 

01902 317878 

www.expressandstar.com/my-classified 



MIBBS. 

Jfuneral 
Btrectorsf 

Est. 1907 

WEST BROMWICH 
A Family Run 
Business, 

With Four Generations 
of Personal Service 
Chapels of Rest. 
Pre-payment plans 
& Monumental Masons 
Telephone day and 
night. 


0121 553 0442 


44 All Saints Way, West Bromwich 



personal 


ADULT CINEMA and Sex Shop. 
We’re still here, we were the first, 
the best and we’ll be here after 
all the rest! The Foxy Lady, 
Oxford St, Bilston, 01902 490898. 


ADULT CINEMA/SHOP Toys, 
Lingerie, Dvd’s. Largest store in 
Midlands. Angels & Sinners, 
Walsall, WS2 9NE 01922 635544 


ATTRACTIVE HAPPY 
FEMALE 50 

Caring and solvent, would like 
to meet similar gent, 
40-55 for friendship and 
meetings. 

Photo appreciated, all 
returned. 

All replies answered. 

Box Number P17519, 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES. 


FATHER CHRISTMAS 

Looking for a lady, aged 65 - 75 
to share good times with. 
Must be non smoker. 
Photo appreciated but not 
necessary. 

Box Number P17516, 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES. 


LET ATTITUDE FIND A 
PARTNER FOR YOU 

Hand Matched Dating 
We meet every member so 
our profiles are accurate. 
No internet fibsters. 

We’ll arrange the meeting so 
no fear of a no show. 

No age limits, Our youngest 
Client is 21, Oldest 78 
What are you waiting for. 
Don’t be lonely ring 
0121 520 3715 
or 07794144360 
For Further Information 


The co-operative 

funeralcare 


care aid metr *on 

• I • .7 1 • I 

0121 52$ 1909 


0121 552 1170 




© 


HENLEY 

fr FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

An Independent, Caring, Family-run Business Giving 
you support in your time of need 

24-hr service: all areas covered « 

Telephone FREE on 0800 056 6564 

EMILY HOUSE,WARLEY ROAD, OLDBURY . Vo/" 


LIVI 

CHAT! 

31 
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to mm 
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0905232 5304 


Sell it... 


classified 

01902 317878 


market 
place 


aerials 


TAArnGlfAL AERIALS; 

. 1 AERIALS INTO 2 ROOMS £85 
1 1 AERIAL INTO 4 ROOMS £125 1 
■ ALL WORK GUARANTEED I 
SAME DAY SERVICE 


RAPID AERIALS 

£69 TV Aerials Fitted 
£29 Sky Repairs 
3 Years Guarantee 


OAP DISCOUNTS 
FREE QUOTATIONS 




aerials 



education & tuition 


SANDWELL TUTORS Est 1992 
West Midlands Premier Agency 
Home individual tutoring 
LOCAL QUALIFIED TUTORS 

Protection of Chidren Act 
regulated and Police checked 

Primary, 11+, SATS, 
Secondary, GCSE, A, Deg, etc 

0121 2124986 
01902 671683 

www.cloisterstutoring.co.uk 
NEW TUTORS WELCOME 

elderly & disabled 


A BARGAIN Straight stairlifts 
from £695 inc Warranty. Free 
survey. Freephone 0800 7318842 

MOBILITY SCOOTERS From 
£350, trial welcome, can deliver. 
Call Powerlink, Blackheath, 
01902 569216 or 07831 246292. 


furniture 




THREE PIECE SUITES from £35. 
Beds from £25. Household items. 
Plus everything for your home. 
Delivery possible. 0121 525 8064. 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price 
paid for house clearances and 
bereavements. Tel: 07852 172641. 


items wanted 


ALL GOLD AND SILVER 

A genuine lady buyer. 
Cash today. Collected. 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft • Old coins • Watches 
Jewellery • Old toys • Clocks • Paintings 
All silver items • Pre “47” silver coins 
All war medals etc. 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 
01922 495066 
or 07971 ~783206 


CASH 4 CLOTHES. We pay up to £8 
per bag for shoes, clothes, belts, 
bags. Call 0121 552 2061. 


I_K.B Aerials 


• OAP Dincoiml • fr«« Quotes 

• 2 Year Guarantee - 

AM*" Mil 

<*• In * 7 kfi • 

A"*— *•* <<•** ;4AM*t »t i* _ 

01384 918 671 07672 838 893 




Are You Tuned In? 


SPFClAi OFFFRI 

Aerials from £85 

Onm Mini nto 3 rooms 

from msr;; 

UHOU MZAUU2 U7HHH Jjg 



items for sale 


ADVERTISE SIX NIGHTS per 
week from as little as £10.44 per 
night plus vat, with Trade Con¬ 
tract Advertising. Published Frill 
circulation Express and Star, two 
Chronicles and Internet. Inter¬ 
ested? Telephone Cynthia Jones 
on 01902 319667. 

GENERATOR 6.5 KVAsuper 
silent, petrol, 110/240. Key and 
pull start. Unused still boxed. 
Can deliver £200. 07767 494925 

pc's, laptops & 
accessories 


Does Your PC 
Have Problems? 
**FREE ADVICE** 
**FREE CALLOUT** 
**AFFORDABLE** 
Open 8am-8pm 
Call Now PCAid 
0800 2343468 


A+ CERTIFIED TECHNICIAN 

Problems with Laptops or PC’s 
solved: Screens, virus removal 
Client Computers. 0121 5569481 

plumbing & 
healing 


JASON HYDE PLUMBING & HEATING 

Combi boilers from £1,400, 

5 Year Warranty with 7 rads from £2,200 
Bathroom & Tiling 

CALL FREE 101902 689 565 

0800 33573031 01 gg. 2 er 6 lg m 1 , 69 


removals 


A A SANDWELL REMOVALS Full 

move, single items, OAP specials, 
0121 2491492 07901 981638. 

A AND M CHEAP Removals local, 
careful firm, full / part loads. Don 
- 0800 587 0377 / 07749 941319. 

A MAN WITH A VAN single/full 
loads, local/nationwide. Tel 
Steve 0121422 2999/07815 043724 
LOCAL MAN & VAN REMOVALS 
professional/reliable. £35-£45 
per hr. Call Will, 07795 598545. 


skip hire 

RUSSELL 
SKI PS W 

A absolute affordable skip 
Mini, midi skips. 
Prompt delivery / collection 
0121 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


BATES & DAVIS 
Skip Hire Transfer Station 

Wants your Waste! 

Stop the risk of flytipping 
Open to the public. Any size 
vehicle. Any Quantity. 

Phone 0121557 3346 
For Best Prices 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large. Screened 
soil and crushed 

hardcore for sale. 0121 555 6060. 
STONES SKIP HIRE (Coseley). 
Cheap and reliable service. 
0121 557 1480/07886 721875. 

specialists at your 
service 


alarms/security 

CTB ALARMS LTD Burglar 
Alarms supplied & fitted £110 
Service/Repairs. 0121 604 8864 

carpentry & joinery 


• Kitchen and Fitted Wardrobe 
Specialist 

• Doors and Flooring 

• Windows and Staircases 

• Domestic and Commercial 
Refurbishments 

www.collinscarpentryandjoinery.co.uk 

0121 531 0264/ 
07903 234 137 


carpet fitters 

CARPETS Supplied or just fitted, 
no job too small, free quotes call 
Mark 01543 820598/07941 619694. 

electrical services 


TEL: 01785 601234 
MOB: 07870 718655 
EMAIL: j3uge@live.co.uk 
WEB: j3electricians.co.uk 

handyman services 


YOUR LOCAL HANDYMAN 


• FREE QUOTES • All work guaranteed 

• References available on request 

• All trades covered 

CALL MIKE 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


plastering 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 5675919 / 07977 262943 

plumbing/heating 

ALL HEATING, Plumbing & Gas 
Work, Gas Safe Reg, 30+ yrs exp 
Neil: 01902 681680 / 07821 622927 
ALL TYPES GAS and solid fuel 
appliances. Gas Safe and HETAS 
reg. 07720 117562, 01902 681679. 

roofing 

MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, 
roof repairs, fascias and gutters. 
Call 01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 

rubbish removal 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 

General Waste, Soil, Rubble and Green Waste 


Small demolitions 
Mini digger and driver hire 

SIMPLY RECYCLING LTD. 

01384 411291 or 07747 682451 

Waste Cattier No CB/KN5978SP _ 


wrought iron 

ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 
quotes, also repairs/fitting plus 
Block paving 01902 606979 24 hrs. 

s wheme - -x 
entertainments 


A TV PLASMA & LCD REPAIRS 

Aerial / Wall mount / Set-ups. 
Any area. 7days. 07850 330251. 


leisure 


car boot sales 


BEST SATURDAY BOOT 
SALE 10am - 1pm 
CHRISTMAS SPECIALS 
Open December 24 and 31st. 
Reopens Saturday Jan 7th 
by the Wheel Pub, between 
W’ton and Bridgnorth 
WV15 5NR 

Happy Christmas to everyone 
and a prosperous New Year 
Enquiries 07890 267041 
www.bestbootsales.com 


equestrian corner 


OPPORTUNITY to part loan a 
horse at an affordable price with 
free tuition 07779 970914. 


guns & dogs 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


in your garden 


SHED SHOP 

All sizes, Fence Panels, 
Concrete Posts etc. 
Fitting service available 
Immediate delivery 
Free quotes 

01384 482542 


pets corner 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when pur- 
chasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you 
can follow to ensure that you 
are not purchasing from a 
Puppy Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given 
any KC documentation, if 

pedigree. 

Whilst Midland News 

Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 
liability should readers pur¬ 
chase from this 
kind of establishment. 


cars over £1500 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Potential purchasers of 
puppies or kittens are strongly 
recommended to see the 
puppy/kitten in its home envi¬ 
ronment with its 
parent/parents. 



spares/parts 


LANDROVER PARTS, 
SPARES & ACCESSORIES 

For all Freelander, Range Rover, 
Discovery & 90/110 

JL Services 

Willenhall WV13 2PF 

0121 568 7717 



BORDER COLLIE Puppies, both 
parents can be seen. £150. Ready 
27/28 Dec. 0797 3644355. 

KITTENS, semi long haired, 
wormed, flead, litter trained, 
responsible homes only. £50 
each. 01922 497609/07902 036566. 

STAFFIE CROSS Puppies, ready 
this week, 3 girls and 2 boys, £100 
each. 

07807 079854. 

WEST HIGHLAND Terrier boy, 17 
weeks old, with papers, house 
trained. £325. 01922 278612. 


ALFA ROMEO 159 2.4 
JTDMLUSSO 

2007, Diesel, 86,000 miles, 
silver, e/w, e/m, air con, fsh, 
alarm, MoT July 2012, c/1, 
Cruise, CD, MP3, leather, very 
good condition! 

£5,250 ono. 

07810 483505. 

HYUNDAI ilO, Auto, November 
2008, tax November 2011, one 
owner, 7,500 miles, £4,750 ono. 
Telephone 07735 298474. 

KIA PICANTO 

2010, 2,200 miles only, as new, 
black, 1 owner, genuine reason 
for sale, any inspec¬ 
tion, ring for details. 

£5,000 ono. 

01902 897939 or 07956 434221. 

MERCEDES 320 SLK, AMG 02, 

56k, private plate, MoT/tax, 
silver, full AMG kit, £8,250 ono. 
07802 639442. 

MINI COOPER 58 reg, Chilli Red, 
12 months MoT and Tax, TLC 
pack, stunning condition. £8,500. 
01785 240258. 

PEUGEOT 206 1.4 FEVER, 04 reg, 
petrol, 5 door, 13k miles, silver 
blue, 1 owner, genuine reason for 
sale, £2,799. 07979 560008. 

VW GOLF 1.6 Se 

Auto, 4 dr, 51 reg, 64K, full MoT, 
6 months tax, Full VW SH, VW 
maintained regardless of cost, 
1 previous owner, 
all paperwork. 

£2,250. 

01922 478260 or 07816135670. 


cars under £1500 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differenti¬ 
ate between Private and 
Trade. 

PEUGEOT 106 1.1, 3dr hatchback, 
1998, red, low mileage, Tax and 
MoT, manual, female owner. £750 
ovno. 07707 655819. 

VAUXHALL ASTRA Van, diesel, 
1997, full MoT, long tax, new 
clutch, good runner, clean and 
tidy. £525 ono. 07808 855076. 

/ ; \ 

driving tuition 


accessories & 
services 

accessories & services 

TL HARVEY 

DISM.W TLLR 

Always try T L Harvey 1st! 
Guaranteed second hand 
parts. Closed Sundays. 

0121 526 2341 / 01902 492144. 

mobile mechanics 


ALL AREAS, All Repairs. Min¬ 
istry Qualified. 30 years experi¬ 
ence. 01922 630664/07976 794991. 


Homer’s 

Learn to drive in a Mini, Clio, Corsa, 
Fiesta, Punto, 207, KA, Fiat 500 
3 GREAT DEALS: 

10 Hours £89! 

1st Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! 

All Areas Covered 
Male & Female Instructors. 
Manual & Automatic 
Christmas & Birthday gift vouchers available. 
0800 612 6650 / 07970 200066 
www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


cars over £1500 


FORD KA ZETEC Climate, 2008, 
08 Reg, red, 12k, fsh, one owner, 
MoT, tax, excellent condition, 
£3,995. o.n.o. 01922 416543. 


4 wheelz 

10 Driving Lessons £99 
Free starter pack 
Pass 1st time guarantee 

0800 389 8059 
0121 369 0229 

AUTOMATIC 
DRIVING TUITION 

Teaching able bodied and disabled. 

Fully adapted vehicle. 

Two hour assessment lesson £30. 
Patient female instructor 

Telephone 07791 486560 

£8 EACH FOR FIRST 2 LESSONS, 

£16 a lesson thereafter. Pass 
quick, ex BSM. 07957 254425. 
Wednesbury surrounding areas. 
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There’s nothing like it for buying and selling 

01902 317878 www.expressandstar.com/my-classified 


motorbikes 



WANTED USED BIKES for cash. 
All sizes, custom cruisers, sports 
etc. Any condition. All Bikes: 
01902 312939 / 07748 150779 

WANTED—Yamaha XJ550 or 
similar Jap bike. Good runner 
please, MoT optional. Cash 
Buyer 01922 624844. 


scrap vehicles 


BILST0N 

BREAKERS 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, VANS, 
BIKES, CLASSICS 
Tel: 01902 408176 


WE PAY THE 
BEST PRICES 

For all vehicles 
01902 498542 
0190 2 658792 eve) | 


ONE CALL 
PAYS MORE 

Certificate Of Destruction Given 
For All Scrap Vehicles. All Areas 


CHRIS PAYS 
THE BEST PRICE 
GUARANTEED 


Scrap it legally Avoid fines 
Get a Certificate Of 
Destruction 
Ask the DVLA 
Free collection 7 days 
Call Chris: 

2 493110 1 
0121 525 5813 J 
01902 659775 ■ evenings 


NO WHEELS, NO KEYS, 

NO PROBLEM! 

Top Prices Paid 4 Scrap 
CARS, VANS, CAMPERS, 
4x4’s, MOT FAILURES 

24 hr collection, 7 days, Any area 

07500 042351 


vehicles wanted 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for your unwanted car 
/ van 01902 495758 / 07903 549849 



courses 


BILLY THOMAS 
HGV DRIVER TRAINING 

Inc B+E (CAR & TRAILER), 
THEORY, CPC TRAINING, 
1-2-1 TUITION 

CALL 01902 744726 
OR 07831 646601 


MTS DRIVER TRAINING 

• HGV / LGV / MINIBUS TRAINING 

CDCnAI ICTC 

•DRIVER CPC TRAINING £50 


01902866510/07807035066 

www.mtsdrivertrainingservices.co.uk 


CAREER 
ENHANCEMENT 
ADR & DRIVER CPC 
Approved Courses at 
COMPETITIVE RATES 
Call: 01902 455677 


employment 

wanted 


PROFESSIONAL LADY (46) 

Walsall area, seeks full time 
employment, temp/perm, 
General Office Work, Legal 
Secretary, Reception, Data 
Entry etc. 

07976 888820. 


business 


public & legal 
notices 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 
Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email m.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 
(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


VELLAGAPALI RONALD 
HEMAKUMAR (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an interest 
in the Estate of the aforementioned 
deceased, late of 44 Monksfield Avenue 
Great Barr Birmingham West Midlands B43 
6AZ, who died on 24/09/2010, are required 
to send particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned on or before 02/03/2012, after 
which date the Estate will be distributed 
having regard only to claims and interests of 
which they have had notice. 

THE CO-OPERATIVE TRUST 
CORPORATION LIMITED 
(Co Reg No 06323818) 

New Century House Manchester M60 4ES 
(Ref: CC/954147P/Hemakumar) T336405 

NEVILLE ZEPHINIAH 
BROWN (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the afore¬ 
mentioned deceased, late of 83 White 
Road Smethwick West Midlands B67 
7PQ, who died on 31/10/2011, are 
required to send particulars thereof in 
writing to the undersigned on or before 
09/03/2012, after which date the Estate 
will be distributed having regard only to 
claims and interests of which they have 
had notice. 

COLLECTIVE LEGAL SOLUTIONS 

The John Banner Centre 

620 Attercliffe Road 

Sheffield S9 3QS T336644 


property 


accommodation to 
let 


SHORT & LONG TERM 
FURNISHED LETS 

**Move In Today** 

No Deposit 

Clean & warm. Friendly Staff 
Luxury Studios from £99pw* 
Rooms from £60pw* 

•Includes Most Bills 


Wednesbury, Dudley, 
Walsall, Willenhall, 
Bilston, Darlaston & 
Wolves. 

WANTED LANDLORDS 
AND PROPERTIES 
Tel 0121 568 7400/ 
0121 568 7097 

or call into our property shop at: 


See website: www.j9accommodation.cc 


I Midland Landlc 


Landlord Accreditation S< 


NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the 
Accommodation Agencies Act 
1953, for an Agency to charge a 
fee simply for the registration of 
your requirements and/or sup¬ 
plying particulars of premises to 
let. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial com¬ 
mitments. 


houses for sale 




TWO-BEDROOMED House for 
sale, Burbery Grange, Tipton. 
£108,000. No offers. 07775422669. 


properties wanted 


FOR YOUR PROPERTY 

i 1U1 4f UtttTM rc AMD fS’ATT AGCVTS' 


tnst&nl Oeciiion - Fust Completion 

I f— l NlM 
/ l mm Bmm4 

/nmIBkmAU 
✓ ImumMnUD 

Cal FREE today on 

0800 121 6007 jg| 


www.cyakwood homebtnrers.com 




; 0800 7567577 

MrwwJiuvnnvtio 


We Buy Properties 4 Cash 
Quick Completion • No Fees 
For a quick reponse, Call Now- 

OI 21 505 2026 
07939 132840 



Need To Sell Your House Fast? 
Guaranteed Quick Offer 
Up to 100% of market value! 
Call Sue on 0121 285 0317. 



classified 

01902317878 



SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF SANDWELL 
(VINCE STREET, SMETHWICK) (TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) 
ORDER 2012 

1. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Borough Council of Sandwell intends, in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 14 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 

1984, not less than seven days from the date of this Notice, to make an Order, the 
effect of which will be to temporarily prohibit any vehicle from proceeding in Vince 
Street, Smethwick in its entire length to enable the removal of site equipment from 
the Housing Development on Vince Street. 

2. The alternative route for vehicles will be via Dale Street, Dawson Street and 
vice versa. 

3. The County Borough of Smethwick (Dawson Street) (One Way) Order 1963 will 
be suspended throughout the duration of the Order to enable traffic to be diverted 
as above. 

4. The Order will take effect on 9 January 2012, and the works are expected to be 
completed on the same day. The Order may continue in force for a period not 
exceeding 18 months, or until the works in connection with the Order have been 
completed, whichever is the sooner. 

5. Any queries about the works should be directed to Richard Burns of Lovell 
Partnerships Limited on 0121 474 4344 and those relating to the effect of the 
order on traffic using the highway should be directed to Irfan Choudry, Service 
Manager- Highways on 0845 352 1857. 

THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF SANDWELL 
(ABBEY ROAD AND ST MARY’S ROAD, SMETHWICK) 

(20 MPH SPEED LIMIT) ORDER 2011 

The Borough Council of Sandwell in exercise of its powers under Section 84 of the 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, after consultation with the Chief Officer of Police 
in accordance with Paragraph 20 of Part III of Schedule 9 to the said Act, has made 
the following Order:- 

1. No person shall drive any motor vehicle at a speed exceeding 20 mph on any of the 
lengths of road specified in the Schedule to this Notice. 

2. The provisions of the Order shall not apply to any vehicle:- 

On an occasion when it is being used for Fire Brigade, Ambulance or Police 
purposes, if the observance of that provision would be likely to hinder the use of the 
vehicle for the purpose for which it is being used on that occasion, or to a vehicle 
being used - 

(a) for Serious Organised Crime Agency purposes, or 

(b) for training persons to drive vehicles for use of Serious Organised Crime 
Agency purposes 

However (except where it is being used for training the person by whom it is being 
driven) the exemption does not apply in relation to a vehicle unless it is being driven 
by a person who is being trained in driving vehicles at high speeds. 

3. The Order shall not apply to a vehicle if it is a vehicle used for the Naval, Military or 
Air Force purposes and that vehicle is being driven by a person or a member of the 
Armed Forces of the Crown on an occasion when:- 

(a) the person driving the vehicle is a member of the Special Forces as defined in 
the Road Traffic Exemptions (Special Forces) (Variation and Amendment) 
Regulations 2011; and 

(b) the vehicle is being driven:- 

(i) in response, or for practice in responding to a national security emergency 
by a person who has been trained in driving vehicles at high speeds; or 

(ii) for the purpose of training a person in driving vehicles at high speeds. 

4. A copy of the Order, a Statement of Reasons for making the Order and maps 
showing the roads affected may be inspected at the offices of the Director of Legal 
and Governance Services, Sandwell Council House, Freeth Street, Oldbury, West 
Midlands, B69 3DE during normal office hours. 

5. The Order was made on 29 December 2011 and shall come into operation on 
4 January 2012. 

SCHEDULE 

The entire length of St Mary’s Road, Smethwick from its junction with Wigorn Road 
to its junction with Bearwood Road. 

Abbey Road from No. 197 to the existing 20 mph zone outside No. 153. 


THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF SANDWELL 
(WOLVERHAMPTON ROAD, OLDBURY) (TEMPORARY U TURN 
AND RIGHT TURN BAN) ORDER 2011 

1. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Borough Council of Sandwell, in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 14 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, has 
made an Order, the effect of which will be to temporarily prohibit any vehicle:- 

a) making a right turn from Wolverhampton Road into Florence Road when 
travelling in a northerly direction 

b) making a right turn from Wolverhampton Road to Bury Hill Road when travelling 
in a northerly direction. 

c) making a u turn when travelling in a northerly direction along Wolverhampton 
Road at its junction with Tower Road. 

2. The alternative routes for vehicles will be via: 

a) Portway Road, Shidas Lane, Brades Road and St James Road 

b) Lower City Road, Dudley Road East, Brades Road and St James Road 

3. The Order will take effect on 3 January 2012, and the works are expected to be 
completed on 24 February 2012. The Order may continue in force for a period not 
exceeding 18 months, or until the works in connection with the Order have been 
completed, whichever is the sooner. 

4. Any queries about the works should be directed to Trevor Chatwin or Kelly Adams 
of Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council on 0845 359 7518 and those relating 
to the effect of the order on traffic using the highway should be directed to Irfan 
Choudry, Service Manager- Highways on 0845 352 1857. 

THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF SANDWELL 
(WOODS LANE, CRADLEY HEATH) (TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) 
ORDER 2011 

1. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Borough Council of Sandwell intends, in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 14 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 

1984, not less than seven days from the date of this Notice, to make an Order, the 
effect of which will be to temporarily prohibit any vehicle from proceeding in Woods 
Lane in its entire length to facilitate surface improvements to the level crossing. 

2. The alternative route for vehicles will be via Chester Road, Cradley Road and 
vice versa. 

3. The Order will take effect on 28 January 201 2, and the works are expected to be 
completed on 29 January 2012. The Order may continue in force for a period not 
exceeding 18 months, or until the works in connection with the Order have been 
completed, whichever is the sooner. 

4. Any queries about the works should be directed to Sharon Denton of Centurion 
Site Surveys on 01924 372957 and those relating to the effect of the order on 
traffic using the highway should be directed to Irfan Choudry, Service Manager - 
Highways on 0845 352 1857. 

THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF SANDWELL 
(CARTERS GREEN AND HIGH STREET, WEST BROMWICH) 
(TEMPORARY ONE-WAY) ORDER 2011 

1. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Borough Council of Sandwell, in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 14 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, has 
made an Order, the effect of which will be to temporarily prohibit any vehicle from 
proceeding in the following roads to facilitate a water main rehabilitation scheme 
by South Staffs Water: 

(a) Carters Green from its junction with Dudley Street to the point it meets High 
Street other than in a south easterly direction. 

(b) High Street from the point it meets with Carters Green to its junction with 
Dartmouth Street other than in a south easterly direction. 

2. The alternative route for vehicles travelling in a north westerly direction will be via 
Lodge Road, Oxford Road, Oak Lane, Wood Lane, Claypit Lane and Dudley Street. 
Additional diversions will be signposted. 

3. The Order will take effect on 9 January 2012, and the works are expected to be 
completed on 6 February 201 2. The Order may continue in force for a period not 
exceeding 18 months, or until the works in connection with the Order have been 
completed, whichever is the sooner. 

4. Any queries about the works should be directed to Joe Wright of South Staffs 
Water on 0800 389 1011 and those relating to the effect of the order on traffic 
using the highway should be directed to Irfan Choudry, Service Manager - 
Highways on 0845 352 1857. 

DATED this 29 day of December 2011 
N SHARMA, Director of Legal and Governance Services 
Sandwell Council House, Oldbury, West Midlands 



Explore your world with 

star i extra travel 
See us online at: 

www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

UK trips, Europe by coach, air 
and Eurostar, plus holidays 
further afield. 

Brought to you by the 

Express & Star 
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thechronide 


experts 


YOUR AD 
HERE 

Call us on 01902 319 573 
to advertise your business on 
these pages 


ml Plumbing 

1/ fencing 

VS 

II Plastering 

H tiling 

VS 

i electical 

VI 

VS J 

f gardening 
windows 

VS 1 

vs 1 

bathrooms 

VS 1 

vs 1 


AERIALS 


ELECTRICIANS 


PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 


CARPET SALES 


J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of DigitalFreeview & Satellite 

£20 OFF 

WITH THIS ADVERT FOR 
NEW AERIAL INSTALLED 

FREE QUOTES - OAP Discount 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785 / 07919 597626 


BLINDS & CURTAINS 


BUNDS & AWNINGS ) 


BEST PRICES EVER 

^■■■•ved Blind SALE We will Beat Any I 
L ec B 'v a ^L, | NOW ON Like for Like Quote | 

5 Quality 
Vertical Blinds 


FREE Home Quote • FREE Fitting • FAST Local Service 

Quality Products / Quality Prices 

0800 0347 111 BJ 

www.ukbargainblinds.co.uk 9 a 7 m da y S pm 


CANOPIES 


J H CONTRACTORS 

Family run business for over 30 years 

Need a Canopy, 
Porch, Conservatory, 
or Doors 

For a Free Quotation 

0121 530 0959 
07968 762482 



DOMESTIC CLEANING 



Some of the Services we can provide: 

• Full Spring Clean 

• Day to Day Cleaning 

• Weekly Cleaning Service 

• Pre-Tenancy, End Tenancy Domestic Clean 

De© & Ann • Oven Cleaning 

SPARKLE AND SHINE 

• Ironing Service 

Domestic {leaning Services Also one off cleans welcome 

Call: Ann 0121 530 8923 or 07936 714472 
Dee 0121 532 4574 or 07960 065951 


DOOR SPECIALISTS 


$ 


Carpentry Services 
Purpose Made Joinery 
Doors 
Kitchens 
Bedrooms 
Refurbishments 


07932673131 01215315336 


tMx wm UwKMpamfMd|owf^ 
tr-« t w*lry weie evivvtt.i> 




The POORS Mon 

Internal/External Doors 
Supplied and Fitted 

For more details or a FREE brochure 
Please call 


0800 121 6466 



ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 



ARCHER I 
ELECTRICALY 
SERVICES v 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

0121 422 3549 
07974 428 603 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


MBCjelectric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: - 


mbelectric. co.ukU 


KITCHENS 


All electrical 
repairs undertaken, 

A ★ Electric showers 
A ★ Security lights 
I ★ Extra sockets and lights 
A ★ Rewires 

J -k Burglar alarms Installation, 
Repair & Service all makes. 

Free Quotes 

A Telephone: 0121-556 7024 


Mobile: 07956 954763 


Wednesbupy 

Kitchens 

• Kitchen and Bathroom 
Installation 

• Building Works 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Tiling • Carpentry 

• Painting and Decorating 

• Plumbing and 
Electrical Works 

45 Lower High Street, 


0121 505 3334 


“We first started using the 
Classified section of the 
Express & Star in 1 984 and 
have advertised using this 
method every week since. 
We monitor the response 
from all our enquiries and 
bookings and can say that 


Julian Popesso, 

Shedrite Joinery 

classified 

01902 317878 


GARDENING 



• Tree Surgeon Specialist • Stump Grinding 
• Gardens Maintained • Hedges • Fencing 
• Turfing • Jungles Cleared 


‘‘Small enough to oan, Blq enough to copoC 

01384 213644 or 07733 226668 


Age Concern & 

Local Authority Contractor 
N.P.T.C. Qualified - 
Public Liability Insurance (5mil) 
All Staff C.R.B. Certified 


PLASTERING 


Plastering 

SPECIALIST PLASTERER 

Affordable, 
Dependable, Reliable 

No job too small 

Call 07538 718264 



★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

•ARTE ]l MAN * 

★ ★ 

* Complete range J 

★ ★ 

* Repairs and coving J 

★ ★ 
i FOR FREE ESTIMATE t 

★ Telephone Tim on Sedgley ★ 

* (01902)675144/ * 

J 07890 655189 J 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


SKIP HIRE 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 



(Ol 21) 520 3388 
07721 387990 


W.H. SERVICES 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

★ Fitted Kitchens ★ Damp Proofing 
★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) ★ Flooring 
★ Complete House Renovation 
★ Plastering 

★ Painting & Decorating 

w * pl “T b a(„rwX ci ” 

V ~ L All work guaranteed 

For a FREE quote call 
Wayne on: 

Tel: 0121 556 5294 Mobile: 07817 727261 



& 



HANDYMAN 


Midlands Handyman 

for Home Improvements 


e.g. Flat pack furniture • curtain and blind hanging 
• hanging doors • felting sheds • changing locks 
• painting & decorating • putting up shelves 
• laying of ceramic / laminate floors • all at competitive prices 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Call Simon for a FREE Quote 

01384 252108 / 07988 263578 


PLUMBING & HEATING 

^sMfe 


KEATON 

GAS 

RS, COOKERS, FIRES, ETC 

ILL 07901 773822 
ICE 0121 552 6402 

1//? Landlords Safety Checks 

BOILEI 

INST/ 
SERV 
REPA 


H O U S E H O L D—^ 

r P L U M E I N G 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-601 6767 
V www.household-plumbing.co.uk 


SUPERWARM 

HEATING 


Specialists in 
replacing Boilers, 
Power Flushing Systems 
Sc Upgrading Systems 


30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Ex British Gas 


RUBBISH 

REMOVED 



K S TROMANS 
PLUMBING 

Heating & Gas Fitting Services 


•Upgrade Your Heating Systems, 
New Boilers and Radiators 
•Gas Fires and Cookers Fitted 


•New Bathroom Suites 

Ring now for Free Quotes 

07884 266330 
0121 556 5906 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 


Rubbish Removal 

Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

(No skips) 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich 


CLASSIFIED. 


• o$rtal hHitnq 

• Ix 4»i '•part 

• pc«Rr ikrtii 

• jao> MtHun 

m 17989 911 444 

of 



classified 

01902 317878 


BROMLEY CARPETS ^ 

• Carpet, Vinyl & Laminate 
Floorlaying Specialists 

• Masive range of samples straight to your door 

• Choose At Home Service 

• Bromley Carpets promises not to overcharge 
you for carpet or flooring 

• And will not rip you off with hidden charges for 
extra services like moving furniture and 
removing old carpets and waste 

• FREE No Obligation Estimates 
and Surveys 

• Unfortunately due to overwhelming demand 
for carpet fitting, laminate flooring and 
contract work, we are unable to offer a 
dedicated carpet and upholstery cleaning 
service at this time. 


ALL LVLAJOFS 
CFLEDIT 
CA FILLS 
A CCEEFED 


Call Andy or Tommy Bromley 
on 0121-525 8870 or 
SUED 07956 308581 


Bromley Carpets is a Trade Mark Registered Company 
and has held a Consumer Credit Licence since 1990. 




IMMir/l TMOfWM 


ROOFING 


A1 Little Job Man 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken (j 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 


For best results... 
advertise on our weekly 

Specialists 
in Business 

• Business 

• Auctions 

• Property 

• Plant & Machinery 

• Premises 

• Business for Sale 

Contact Richard Guest on 

01902 319872 

r.guest@expressandstar.co.uk 


Express & Star 

IN PAPER I ONLINE 
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SPORT 


thechronicle 



If you live to be 150, you might see this... 


Bargain buy? Fernando Torres 


IT was the British scientist Aubrey De 
Gray who issued one of the more 
thought provoking sentences of 2011, 
writes Martin Swain. 

The University of Cambridge gradu¬ 
ate said the first person who will live to 
see their 150th birthday has already 
been born. Even more incredibly, he 
claimed that the first person to live for 
1,000 years will be born in the next two 
decades. 

The British scientist sees a time 
when people will go to their doctors for 
regular ‘maintenance’, which by then 
will include gene therapies, stem cell 
therapies, immune stimulation and a 
range of other advanced techniques to 
keep them in good shape. 


What, I wondered, will the 150-year- 
old football fan of tomorrow live to see? 
Here’s five to begin with: 

1. England win the World Cup: 
Maybe. It must be one of the great 
laments of this most financially success¬ 
ful era of the domestic game that inter¬ 
national glory continues to elude the 
nation. A huge pity this. 

Many will remember the invigorating 
buzz that electrified the country during 
the halcyon days of Euro 96; there are 
plenty of us still around who felt the 
extraordinary impact of 1966. 

There may be many things wrong 
with our game, many factors for which 
it is justifiably resented in other parts 
of the world. But there is no doubt that 


the English remain one of the driving 
forces of football’s march across the 
globe. 

2. Fernando Torres score: Has there 
been anything more baffling than the 
collapse in this formerly brilliant 
striker’s form since his move to 
Chelsea? It may be too late for him at 
Chelsea but he could be a brilliant sign¬ 
ing - at an inevitably lesser price - for 
another club in the future. 

3. The Baggies signing a player in 
Janu. . . sorry. Scrub that. Now we are 
getting a little far-fetched. 

4. The fit and proper persons test 
actually applied. There is nothing more 
gullible, it appears, than a slightly des¬ 
perate football club pining for a shot at 


glamour and subsequently seduced by 
an unknown name from a distant land 
turning up and promising fistfuls of the 
green stuff to finance their dreams. 

But from Shiniwatra to Yeung, via 
any number of dodgy characters from 
the USSR’s break-up not to mention 
the laughable Venky’s at Blackburn, 
they invariably turn out to be chancers 
without a proverbial pot in which to 
take a comfort break. 

5. Jeff Bonser putting in an appear¬ 
ance at Walsall: Or, at least, communi¬ 
cating with the his club’s dwindling 
band of followers. 

During the days before he shut him¬ 
self off from the world, Bonser main¬ 
tained he would never do anything to 


the detriment of Walsall FC. But, in 
case he hadn’t noticed, Walsall FC is 
dying. 

And it’s on his watch. 

He and his club, which enjoys a nat¬ 
ural and broad affection among the 
region’s football followers, need all the 
help they can muster. 

Taking his ball home and locking 
himself in his room for a good sulk is, 
frankly, childish and serves only to 
endorse those who damn him. 


Read Martin Swain 
every day in the 
Express & Star 


Big Sam gets thumbs up 
for silencing Brady bunch 


Chief Sports Writer Martin 
Swain takes a sideways 
look back on 2011 and 
gives out his awards 


Outstanding Contribution to English 
Football 

OK, so the Hammers faithful may be 
moaning about the football they’re seeing - 
but it’s all gone quiet down Upton Park 
thanks to Sam Allardyce. 

Any man who can lay his hands on indus¬ 
trial-sized gaffer tape and stick it over the 
mouths of the unholy trinity of Gold, Sulli¬ 
van and Brady deserves our praise. 

The Ally McLeod Premature Triumphalism 
Ribbon 

To be pinned on the lapels of Manchester 
United chief executive David Gill. “Yes, we 
can get a Barcelona or a Real Madrid, but 
I’m sure they don’t want to play us in the 
last 16 either. At the end of the day, you 
never know what the draw is going to be,” 
he said two weeks before a slightly more 
uncomfortable excursion to Switzerland 
than he imagined. 

The Cameron-Sarkozy Entente Cordiale 
Award 

To Marseille sporting director Jose Anigo 
following his words of advice for any bud¬ 
ding French Ligue 1 talents dreaming of 
plying their trade in the Premier League: 
“Behind the ‘big guns’ like Chelsea or Man¬ 
chester (United), there’s also Sunderland 
or Wolverhampton. French players who are 
used to getting on the ball end up watching 
it fly over their heads for 90 minutes.” 

The People’s Award (for saying stuff we like) 

A big ‘well done’ to Everton goalkeeper 
Tim Howard, nominated from this Q&A 
session. Question: If you had supreme 
power, what’s the first thing you would do 
to improve the Premier League? 

Answer: Probably create a luxury tax. 
Not that that solves every problem, and I’m 
sure there’s others that you can think of, 
but I think that would help.” 



Big Sam, above, has managed to silence the 
The ’Alio ’Alio Trophy 

To Joe Cole after being ambushed by the 
Canal-l- touchline reporter Laurent Paganelli 
after Lille’s 3-1 win over Lyon: “Bon match 
pour... my team - mon equipe - et... I’m very 
happy!” He knew that French CSE grade four 
would come in handy some time. 

The Wayne Bridge Award for Best Job in 
Football 

For the third year in succession this award 
goes to...Wayne Bridge - £92,000 a week, peo¬ 
ple. That’s right. £92,000. A week. 

The Keane-Taggart Trophy for Old Comrades 

German defender Philipp Lahm, looking 
back in his autobiography on Jurgen Klins¬ 
mann’s reign as national manager in the 2006 
World Cup: “The experiment with Klinsmann 


outspoken owners at West Ham while Wayne 

was a failure. We were only working on our fit¬ 
ness in training. He didn’t care much for tacti¬ 
cal stuff. 

“It was up to the players to come together 
before a match and discuss how we were going 
to play. All the players knew after about eight 
weeks that it was not going to work out with 
Klinsmann. 

The remainder of that campaign was nothing 
but limiting the damage.” 

The Kim Jong-il ‘Dear Leader, Sun of Com¬ 
munist Future, Shining Star of Paektu Moun¬ 
tain’ Trophy 

To Angela Westwood, whose regular reports 
to the sportsdesk on the fortunes of Bridgnorth 
Town Colts Under-12s are genuinely appreci¬ 
ated. Less so is her job title: “Peripatetic Asses- 


Rooney’s award goes to Fulham’s Bryan Ruiz 

sor/ Internal Verifier/Tutor Social Care and 
Health Training and Assessment Centre 
Learning, Employment and Training Services 
Learning and Skills Group, Shropshire Coun¬ 
cil....” 

The Always Leave Some Wiggle Room 
Award, kindly sponsored for another year by 
Wayne ‘Once a Blue, Always a Blue’ Rooney 

To Costa Rica international and film Ful¬ 
ham summer signing Bryan Ruiz. 

“I didn’t want to go to Fulham at all. I was 
happy with Tottenham’s previous interest in 
me. They are a dream club and one you join 
without hesitation. “Fulham came along on 
August 30 ... I had my doubts again but attrac¬ 
tive financial terms, and a talk with Martin Jol, 
dragged me over the line.” 


The next day: “As soon as Fulham’s 
interest was apparent to me in the summer, 
and despite very public interest from other 
clubs, I was only ever intent on joining Ful¬ 
ham.” Sure you were, pal; sure you were. 
The Nick Clegg Brownnose Cup 

Step forward Anfield hopeful Krisztian 
Adorjan, interviewed by Liverpool’s website 
for the new season. Best ever player in your 
position? 

“Our first-team boss, Kenny Dalglish and 
Zinedine Zidane. I always loved watching 
Zizou and have seen some DVDs of our 
manager and he was a fantastic footballer.” 
Nice try, son. 

The Sir Winston Churchill Memorial 
Award 

“It was a win of human values, team 
spirit, solidarity, responsibility, strength of 
character, resilience.” 

Andre Villas-Boas invokes the spirit of 
the Allies prevailing in the Second World 
War to describe, err, Chelsea beating Valen¬ 
cia in a game of footy. 

Calm down young man, calm down. 

The Play School Trophy for Inappropri¬ 
ate Transfers 

To Real Madrid for signing seven-year- 
old Argentinian dribbler Leonel Angel 
Coira. 

The child didn’t begin training with the 
Spanish giants until September, which 
means he’s unlikely to feature in any of this 
season’s El Clasicos. 

Services to the British Tattoo Industry 

To Birmingham resident Kirk Bradley, 
whose right arm is now preparing for its 
third dose of paint in celebration of his 
beloved Manchester City. 

His first was done in 2009 and read: 
‘Manchester City 2011 Champions League 
Winners’. 

That was a little previous, so he had it 
changed to 2012. 

After the misadventure in Napoli, an 
undeterred Kirk prepared for further alter¬ 
ations: “It’s going to happen one day,” he 
said bravely. 

Happy New Year all. 



www.redcowsmethwick.co.uk 

ENQU1R1ES@REDC0WSMETHW1CK.C0.UK [ 


IRFAN’S 

FISH & CHIPS 

• Fresh Cut Chips • Pukka Pies 

• Kebabs • Chicken Tikka Kebab 
• Burgers • Cod • Fresh Roe 

• Southern Fried Chicken 

Kids meals only £1.00 
Specials from only £2.00 

Mon - Sat 11.30am - 2.00pm & 4.30pm - 10.30pm 
Open Sunday 6.00pm - 10.30pm 

98 Crankhall Lane, Friar Park, 
Wednesbury WS10 OEQ 



Free small 



Large fish (cod) & chips.£4.80 

Large kebab meat & chips.£4.00 

Large chicken meat & chips.£4.20 

Large mixed meat & chips.£4.30 

Large doner kebab.£3.80 

Large chicken kebab.£4.20 

Large mixed kebab.£4.30 


C FREE CAN OF POP 

With large battered sausage/large saveloy/roe or fishcake & chips... £2.40 

Large pie & chips. £3.10 

Medium kebab meat & chips. £3.40 

Medium Chicken meat and chips. £3.70 

or BUY TWO AMD GET THIRD HALF PRICE 


108 Upper Church Lane, Tipton, DY4 9PE • Tel 0121 557 1709 
Mon-Sat 12 noon-2.00 pm, 5.00-10.15 pm 

V - J 
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Tell us your news 

Get YOUR team featured in the Chronicle 

email chronsport@expressandstar.co.uk 

Sports Desk 01902 319459 




Goal hero 
Lloyd has 
Cause to 
celebrate 

TIVIDALE suffered a nar¬ 
row 1-0 defeat in their Box¬ 
ing Day derby at Causeway. 

The game took a while to 
get going as Causeway’s 
four-man midfield blocked 
the more adventurous Tivi- 
dale line-up and it was 
almost 20 minutes before 
either side managed to get a 
worthwhile effort on goal. 

Chris Russell was the first 
player to threaten to score 
but his effort was well saved 
by Tom Turner. The ball fell 
to Kyle Hill but his cross just 
failed to find any of the sup¬ 
porting Tividale forwards. 

Russell’s effort proved to 
be the first and last decent 
effort of a scrappy first half. 

The second period opened 
brightly and in contrast to 
the previous 45 minutes, 
scoring opportunities began 
to emerge. In the 52nd 
minute Tividale’s Jason 
Chilton put Russell through 
but he lost his footing allow¬ 
ing Matt Aston to punt clear. 

Two minutes later Hill 
was brought down on the 
edge of the box but from the 
free-kick Danny Ashton shot 
straight at Turner. 

Ten minutes later Turner 
dropped the ball in the area 
for the third time and Rus¬ 
sell pounced before he was 
upended, but the expectant 
penalty did not materialise. 

The game was settled in 
the 73rd minute when 
Aaron Lloyd latched on to a 
through ball and rounded a 
defender before slotting past 
the stranded Tim Beech. 

Waite bags 
a hat-trick 

NATHAN WAITE was Tip¬ 
ton’s hat-trick hero as they 
strolled to a 6-0 Midland 
Alliance win at Willenhall. 

His first arrived on 22 
minutes when he touched a 
long throw-in home. 

The Lockmen held out 
until seven minutes before 
the break when Waite again 
had a free header after Jack 
Austin had headed the ini¬ 
tial effort off the line. 

The hat-trick arrived on 
44 minutes from another 
free header from another 
long throw. 

On 59 minutes James 
Cooper burst through and 
dinked the ball over keeper 
Liam Flynn. 

The fifth goal arrived on 
76 minutes when another 
break down the right by 
Cooper saw him fire a ball 
into the six-yard box that 
Flynn half stopped but a 
deflection diverted it in. 

Leigh Downing nipped in 
to score on 85 minutes. 


Clark is hopeful of Bridging points gap 


CIARAN CLARK is relishing the prospect 
of a trip to Chelsea on New Year’s Eve 
despite Villa’s poor record against the Pre¬ 
mier League big-boys. 

The claret and blues have lost all of this 
season’s meetings with the other five mem¬ 
bers of the Premier League top six which 
makes the match at Stamford Bridge a 
daunting prospect for Villa fans. 

But Clark, who has just broken back into 
the team, has fond memories of last season’s 
game where his late goal secured a point for 
Villa in a thrilling 3-3 draw. 

And even though the odds are stacked 


By Timothy Abraham 


against Alex McLeish’s side, the versatile 
22-year-old believes Villa have the potential 
to take something from the game. 

“That was a good day, but we should have 
won the game. We were only minutes away 
from winning and I don’t know how we even 
managed to pull it back to a draw. It was 
brilliant, but I’m hoping we can come away 
with three points this year,” said Clark. 

“Our side’s good enough to beat anyone 
in this league. All the lads know that. We 
can do it. We’ve just got to stick together 


and hopefully we can go down there and 
keep a good defensive shape like we did at 
Stoke and then we can go forward and hope¬ 
fully create chances. 

“It would be great to end 2011 with a win, 
that’s what we’re looking to do and hope¬ 
fully we’ll come away with the points.” 

Clark is happy to see his partnership with 
Stiliyan Petrov in the centre of midfield 
growing with each game and is hopeful he 
will get a run in the side having impressed 
alongside the Villa skipper. 

“We train every day together so we know 
what each other can do. We’re told just to 


sit and make sure we keep it compact and 
tight in there and I think we did that on the 
defensive side at Stoke,” added Clark. 

“I think we could maybe work on going 
forward a bit more but we got our defence 
sorted. At the moment I just want to keep 
playing, keep working hard and hopefully I 
can keep getting picked and being involved. 

“Last season I had plenty of game time. 
I’m looking to build on that this season but 
I’ve had to wait patiently for a turn because 
the lads have been doing brilliantly. 

“I’ve finally got my chance and hopefully 
I can stay in there.” 


JONES AIMS TO BE 
BAGGIES REGULAR 


ALBION defender Billy Jones has revealed his New Year’s resolution 
- to become a Premier League regular. 

The summer signing from Preston has set his sights on keeping Steven Reid on the side¬ 
lines when the Baggies’ regular right-back completes his recovery from knee surgery. 

But the 24-year-old, who will begin 2012 as a starter against Everton on Sunday, knows 
he must maintain the form that earned him man-of-the-match honours against Manches¬ 
ter City on Boxing Day. “My aim is to stay in the team but we’ve got a strong squad,” said 
Jones. “Reidy is injured at the moment, Gonzalo (Jara Reyes) has come back from loan 
and there is competition for places, which is always healthy within a club. 


By Steve Madeley 


“It makes players play 
better and improves per¬ 
formances. 

“I just hope I can play like 
I did on Boxing Day and 
maybe improve again on my 
performance and get some 
good team results. 

“Being on the sidelines is 
frustrating but if players are 
doing well there is no need 
to make changes. 

“Reidy was playing well, 
as were the team. 

“I always knew I’d have to 
be patient and wait for my 
chance and unfortunately 
it’s come because Reidy has 
got a knock. 

“I hear he’s going to be 
OK, so that’s good but it’s a 
chance now and I hope I can 
take it by playing well and 
getting some good results as 
a team.” 

The impressive goalless 
draw with leaders City gave 
the Baggies ninth place in 
the Premier League after 
their final fixture of 2011. 

And Jones is keen to see 
them match or better last 
season’s llth-place finish. 

“As a team we just want to 
get to the 40-point mark as 
soon as we can and then see 
how we can do,” he said. 

“Last season, the team got 
to the 40-point mark and 
then finished 11th. 

“That’s what we want to 
do this season. The gaffer 
has talked about how the 
squad is stronger and every¬ 


one gets on well and every¬ 
one is willing to work hard 
for each other. 

“I think that was proved 
on Boxing Day, with all the 
graft the lads put in. 

“If we can work like that 
as a team every week, indi¬ 
vidual brilliance up front 
and creativity in midfield 
will lead to us winning more 
games than we lose. 

“It comes from being 
organised and we were very 
organised on Boxing Day.” 

Meanwhile, boss Roy 
Hodgson has demanded 
more clean sheets from his 
team as he urged them to 
build on their Boxing Day 
heroics. 

The Baggies became the 
first domestic side this sea¬ 
son to stop Premier League 
leaders Manchester City 
from scoring as they earned 
a point from a goalless draw. 

Hodgson is now demand¬ 
ing more of the same after 
the shut-out of City gave his 
side their fourth clean sheet 
of the season. 

The head coach said: “I’m 
very proud of it, and what’s 
more I’d like to see more of 
it. 

“We rely so heavily on 
scoring goals because we 
don’t keep many clean 
sheets. 

“We need more clean 


sheets and hopefully this 
will give us the confidence 
that if we can keep Man¬ 
chester City out we can keep 
other teams out, if we work 
as hard as we can.” 

Centre-back Jonas Olsson 
played a major part in Mon¬ 
day’s draw but the Swedish 
defender insisted the entire 
Baggies team must share 
the credit for denying in¬ 
form City a goal. 

“We’re very pleased with a 
point and our perform¬ 
ance,’’said Olsson. 

“I think we deserved a 
point, especially on the back 
of our second half. 

“It was a great point 
against a very good team. 

“It’s a challenge being up 
against the world-class strik¬ 
ers they have in the team 
and on the bench, and I 
think it was a very good 
clean sheet. 

“We knew it was going to 
be hard but fair play to not 
only the back-four, but Ben 
Foster (goalkeeper) as well. 

“And as a team I think we 
defended like a unit from 
Peter Odemwingie and 
Shane Long up front to the 
back. 

“We’ve not managed to 
get the clean sheet until now 
but in the last couple of 
games we’ve defended well 
as a unit and it paid off.” 



Billy Jones holds off Manchester City striker Mario Balotelli at The Hawthorns 


Yeltz hit 
goal trail 
to see off 
Stourport 

HALESOWEN eased to a 4- 
1 win over the Evo-Stik 
Southern Division One 
South & West basement side 
Stourport Swifts. 

The home defence made a 
shaky start as Gareth 
Davies sliced the ball 
straight to Kevin Vogeli 
after just 30 seconds, but 
goalkeeper Paul Evans made 
a good blocking save against 
his former club. 

As Halesowen settled, Lee 
Chilton squared the ball for 
Mark Smith to poke just 
wide. 

Naveed Arshad put the 
Yeltz ahead in the 18th 
minute when he collected 
Justin Nisbett’s high, hang¬ 
ing cross and forced the ball 
past keeper Hayden Whit- 
combe. 

Halesowen doubled their 
lead after 35 minutes when 
Chilton made a speedy run 
down the left and his cross 
along goal was turned into 
his own net by former Yeltz 
centre-back Dennis Pearce. 

Stourport’s efforts on goal 
proved rare although 
Thomas Boyle hit a low rak¬ 
ing drive just past Hale¬ 
sowen’s half-time substitute 
goalkeeper Simon Flower 
early in the second period. 

Arshad claimed his second 
goal in simple fashion by 
tapping home Nisbett’s 
cross to make it 3-0 after 59 
minutes. A delightful fourth 
goal followed 90 seconds 
later when Chilton picked 
his spot with a delicate chip. 

Stourport netted an 80th- 
minute consolation with a 
Louis Bridges penalty. 

■ Yeltz host Magnotsfield 
on Saturday with a changed 
kick-off time of 1pm. 

Record sales 
at Brummies 

BIRMINGHAM Brummies 
have hit record advance sea¬ 
son ticket sales for the next 
speedway season. 

Helped by a reduced pric¬ 
ing structure and several 
highly-attractive signings by 
boss Graham Drury, sales 
have so far exceeded the fig¬ 
ures reached in the five-year 
history of the club. 

Co-owner Alan Phillips 
said: “We are delighted with 
this tremendous response. 

“Season tickets sales are 
already 25 per cent better 
than the whole 2011 sea¬ 
son.” 
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Tipton Home Care Limited 


Providing personal care and support to the people of Tipton and surrounding areas 

Tipton Home Care are always interested in talking to anyone who would like to join our company as care 

workers to meet our ever increasing client list: 

Please call Stuart Higgins on 0121 557 3649 or visit www.tiptonhomecare.co.uk 


Wednesbury, 
West Bromwich 
and now covering 


01215573649 
(9 am-5 pm) 
07889 018517 
(mobile) 
01215576080 
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Unmissable HALF PRICE offers 
from Leekes, the home experts 



Local home department store Leekes of 
Bilston have just unveiled their biggest 
ever sale. 

There’s an impressive array of half price 
offers on a whole host of essentials for every 
room in the home - including sofas, beds, 
kitchens, bathrooms, dining sets, accessories 
and more. 

And, having recently celebrated their first, very 
successful year of trading in the Midlands, Managing 


Director Emma Leeke commented: “This winter we 
wanted to offer our customers something unmissable 
- and with more half price offers than ever before, I 
think we’ve succeeded.” 

“My team have carefully selected an exciting yet 
practical mix of home essentials which combine 
quality, practicality, style - and affordability.” 

Before 2nd January, customers will also receive a 
store voucher worth 10%* of their Leekes purchase 
when they spend £50 or more. 


PLUS AN EXTRA 

10 % 

I BACK 


IN STORE VOUCHERS 
ENDS THIS WEEKEND 


HALF PRICE offers across the store 


Shop online at leekes.co.uk Bilston, Great Bridge Road, West Midlands. WV14 8LB 

Leekes 


Telephone 0845 050 8240 

You're home 


■ Furniture ■ Beds ■ Carpets ■ Interior Design ■ Sound & Vision ■ Conservatories, Windows & Doors ■ Kitchens 

■ Accessories ■ Bathrooms ■ Fitness & Leisure Clothing ■ Lighting ■ Home Textiles ■ Fire Studio ■ Paint & Wallpaper 




‘Conditions and minimum spend applies, maximum £500 of vouchers on monies received, not order value. Voucher offer not available online. Ends 2nd January 2012. 



















Page Two SANDWELL CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29 2011 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


Top half price offers 

Emma Leeke's top picks in the Leekes winter sale include: 


Hot looks for 
homes in 2012! 


Dyson DC25i 

Upright vacuum cleaner with 
cyclone and ball technology. 
Was £359 I Sale £179 

Jamie Oliver by Tefal 
16cm saucepan with lid. 

Was £54 I Sale £27 


Casa Mirage 

Black wall hung electric fire. 
Was £299 I Sale £149 

Morphy Richards 

Two slice stainless steel toaster. 
RRP £39.99 I Sale £19.99 

Brushed Steel Kettle 
RRP £59.99 I Sale £29 .99 


Christy Charlton Gold 

Jacquard design double duvet cover 
in rich gold tones. 

RRP £125 1 Sale £62.so 

Casa Rachael 

Sleek white acrylic curved 

freestanding bath. 

Was £999 I Sale £499 



Jo Griffiths Interior Design Consultant at 
Leekes picks her highlights from the latest 
collections and shows you how to get the look 
for your lounge for less. 



Q The Casa Pedro sofas are in this season’s hottest shade of teal 
and great value at £899 for a three and two seater sofa set. 

0 Make a real style statement with this silver Stella starburst 
clock; half price at £15. 

0 Co-ordinate with these funky little table lamps available in 
ivory or teal - now half price at just £15 each. 

Q Add assorted scatter cushions in contrasting shades to bring 
extra luxe to your look; only £5 each. 



Casa Warwick Was £1799 

Striking red leather three seater sofa with plush arms. Sal© £899 



Casa Kember 

Acacia wood veneered table with six Was £1799 

slatted back chairs. Sale £899 



Rest Assured Timara 

Double four drawer storage divan set Was £1099 

with orthopaedic support. Sale £549 


Shop online at leekes.co.uk Bilston, Great Bridge Road, West Midlands. WV14 8LB I Telephone 0845 050 8240 


■ Furniture ■ Beds ■ Carpets ■ Interior Design ■ Sound & Vision ■ Conservatories, Windows & Doors ■ Kitchens 

■ Accessories ■ Bathrooms ■ Fitness & Leisure Clothing ■ Lighting ■ Home Textiles ■ Fire Studio ■ Paint & Wallpaper 


4 


Choose from 
a fantastic 
selection of 

HALF PRICE 

offers for 
every room. 



LOWEST 


PRICE 



Leekes 

You're home 


*Conditions and minimum spend applies; Maximum £500 of vouchers on monies recieved, not order value. **Conditions apply, see in store for details. 
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There's more than you might 
expect at Leekes 


With 35 departments over two floors and quite literally thousands of products to choose from, 
it’s no wonder Leekes of Bilston is proving a popular destination. 


With so much choice and variety, it really is worth taking 
the time to investigate just what is available in the West 
Midlands’ largest new department store. You’ll be 
surprised! 

As well as the wide range of sofas, dining sets, beds and 
bedroom furniture available on the furniture floor and 
the state of the art kitchen, bathroom and conservatory 
studios, there is also a large range of accessories to 
provide your finishing touches and help you shop for 
everything you need, under one roof. 

Store Manager Tony Squires sums up the Leekes 
approach: “We don’t just sell bathrooms - but also the 


tiles, paint, towels, lights and accessories to complete 
your look; and this the case for every room in your 
home.” 

“You’ll even find fitness equipment to kick start your 
new year regime and leisure clothing from leading 
brands like Animal, Weird Fish, Protest, Craghoppers, 
Regatta and O’Neill.” 

The store also offers a modem and comfortable cafe 
serving teas, coffees and a range of hot and cold snacks 
including freshly prepared sandwiches and baked 
potatoes. 


Superb sale savings on these 
BIG brands 



Leekes home department 
store at Bilston 



BIG savings on BIG brands too... 



niai 

% 


The G Plan Upholstery Studio offers the latest 
models with up to 30% off RRP. 



Built to last, the beautiful Ercol cabinet collection 
is available at 25% off RRP. 



Durable yet timeless, the Le Creuset collection is Enjoy up to 30% off the latest looks from the 

available at up to 20% off selected lines. Animal autumn/winter collection. 



The ultimate in sleep technology, a Tempur bed 
guarantees a good night’s sleep with 25% off RRP. 



Create your own sanctuary with the latest 
innovations from Jacuzzi - now 20% off RRP. 


Why Leekes? 


We like to think that being a family- 
owned business selling everything for 
the home all under one roof makes 
us unique, but there are lots of other 
reasons why we stand out from the 
crowd. 


Home Delivery 
Service 


When we deliver your goods, we'll 
contact you on the morning of 
delivery with an estimated arrival time 
and unpack your goods, taking the 
packaging away for recycling. 



Flexible & 
Affordable Finance* 


Flexible & Affordable Finance. From 
interest free credit with no deposit on 
selected items to low APR finance on 
conservatories. 


Thousands of items available tc 


Thousands of items available to 
purchase at the click of a button at 
leekes.co.uk. 


We like to help customers with every 
aspect of their home improvements. 
Ask about our free design, planning 
and project management service. 


Price Promise* 


Our commitment to offer the 
best price - supported by our 
money back guarantee. 


For details of all our offers 
visit leekes.co.uk 
Bilston Great Bridge 
Road, West Midlands 
WV14 8LB 

Telephone 0845 050 8240 


*Conditions apply, see in store for details. f Finance subject to status terms and conditions apply. 
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www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


Increase your living space with style 


Extending or converting space in our homes 
rather than moving house is a trend that looks 
set to continue as the property market continues 
to stagnate. If you have a growing family and are 
in need of more living space, or you simply want 
somewhere to relax and escape from the day to 
day stresses of modern life, then a conservatory, 
orangery or glass veranda could be the 
perfect solution. 

With over 100 years of history, Leekes is a family 
owned business that has been trusted by thousands 
of people to undertake their home improvement 
projects. With industry accredited Design 
Consultants and a constantly evolving range 
of styles and designs, Leekes can tailor make a 
solution to suit your needs and budget. 


An orangery, with its partially solid construction 
and signature lantern style roof provides the perfect 
solution for a kitchen extension, dining room or 
multi purpose space in which to relax. By adding 
a large expanse of bi-folding doors or patio sliders 
across one aspect, you can enjoy easy access to 
your garden and truly invite the outdoors in. 

Alternatively, Leekes offer a wide range of 
conservatories from the more traditional white 
or wood grain to a range of coloured foil finishes 
and even tiled roof options. Our 3m x 3m Casa 
conservatory starts from only £9,995. 

For those looking for something a bit different, 
a glass veranda extension offers an all-weather 
alfresco style conservatory that can be entirely 




Book your design appointment TODAY! 

Arrange your FREE design consultation by calling 0845 050 8240 or 
book online at leekes.co.uk/quote 



Charles Rennie Mackintosh 
Framed Natural Oak 

Solid oak framed cabinets with veneered 
centre panels 

Sale I Half price cabinets** 



RAK Reserva 


Contemporary curved bath plus toilet with soft close 
seat and basin with pedestal (excludes brasswear) 

Was £950 I Sale £475 


FREE TILES 

with every kitchen 
or bathroom order* 


-1 

PLUS AN EXTRA IN STORE 

VOUCHERS 

ENDS THIS 
WEEKEND 

J 


10 % 

I f BACK 


Conditions and minimum spend applies; Maximum £500 of vouchers on monies received, not order value. ** Discounts applies to doored cabinets only, excludes 
plumbing and electrics, ex-display and clearance lines. Discounts vary according to range. + Conditions apply, see in store for details. Free tiles from our promotional 
range to the value of 10% of total purchase up to a maximum of £750 in kitchens or £500 in bathrooms. * Finance is subject to status, conditions apply. 


opened up with bi-fold doors or in-line sliders, 
complete with a weather protected outside space. 


Leekes offer a full 360° service which includes 
design, obtaining all planning permission, project 
management, installation and a comprehensive 
10 year guarantee. A full range of finance options is 
also available with deposits from just £100 and 
7.9% APR representative/ 




Leekes Kitchens I Fact File 





Over 40 kitchens on display from leading brands 
including Rotpunkt, Sheraton, Charles Rennie 
Mackintosh, Cusina and Casa 
Choose from hundreds of styles, colours 
and finishes 


Integrated appliances from 
leading brands including 
Neff, Caple, Stoves and 
Hotpoint 

Durable yet stylish worktops 
in granite, silestone, glass, 
wood, corian or maia 
Complete 360° design 
and installation service 
available 



Leekes Bathrooms I Fact File 



Over 100 bathrooms and showers on display 
State of the art design and innovation from leading 
brands including Heritage, Jacuzzi, Kohler, Utopia, 
Roman, Daryl and more 
Stylish storage solutions and 
brassware available 
Coordinating bathroom 
accessories and tiles 
available to complete 
your look 

Complete 360° design 
and installation service 
available 



Bilston 

Great Bridge Road, 
West Midlands. 
WV14 8LB 
Tel: 0845 050 8240 

Shop online at 

leekes.co.uk 


Leekes 

You're home 
























